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AndticuNing ng refuge ſwept: Net J's power of Truth,) "I 
þ which ſhe was linireen and wounded...” . 


Being” an; ___— to a book 
-about6o. perſons of the Independent Baptized, and mingled. £0» 
inthemidlt of Babylon, intiCled The Church of Chriſt in meld po. y 
covering ber Vail . But is manitfcſted to be a-bundle of falſhood and* ' 
hypocrilic, a refuge of lies and deceit under wh ich they labcur. to 
. hide themſclves, as with a vail. 


Likewiſe an Anſwer to Thomas Ewins his wi in the cloſe: of 5 Xhe 
faidbook, in which he acknowledgeth himſelf no Miniſter, and is proves 
- preacher of the —_— m=—_ in confuſion, and a Miniſter of Satan, and-A& 
"Purneta falſe prophet, & 4 


wy as Short:Rebuke of Ral a Farmer, for lying and diſſembling i in. the caſe. of NS 
ant Jeſſops removing fralf® the Pariſh of Nicholas in the City of Briſtol, in whic = 
- he the |eid. Farmer wa chief eel eu being got ing&hicgs webe wouldexc) 
 him(el) , by lying,in print. Lf ae ds 8h 
To which arc added A: few words manifeſting the woful fall and legend. ” 
condition of Richard Fowler, .who in a late declaration pur into the Covrt;; Ll 
Exchequer againſt 1 5; perſons for Tithes, is ſtiled the lawful Vicar of the Bgv y 
riſh Church of Weſterlejgh+n the County of Gloceſter,, And fox hife is PN TOE 
Le&urer in Brito! : Who harh occaſioned ſeveral men that fear the Lord: She vt x, 
caſt into priſon,for refuſing frhrovgh tenderneſſe of conſcience) ta ſwear on = E: 
r-any. Colrs,Calves, Lambs, Pigs;Geeſe, Hens, Ducks, Aples; Eggs,Oblations,O 7 Eo 
fering$Cc. they poſleſt in-ſexeral years, that of it he mighr have Tickes Whke 
- monſtrous 5 practice he once To-ouch diſowned,.thac Ae 
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They are all grievous revolters., walking: with 

«all corrupters, reprobate ſilver (hall ng gui 
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- ber waters, ſo ſbe cafteth out her lane 
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THE 
HARLOTS VAIL 
REMOVE D. 


Fter I received your feigned accuſations from the 
the mourhs of your Meſſengers, and undec one 
of their hands, I did with much faithfulneſs and 
pPlainneſs return you an anſwer, which if yen 
had read amongſt you and obſcrved, I intended 
no further ccnteſt ; Bur when through deceir 
and hypocritie, it was not permited to be read, 

0 I began to pr cr the preſſe and to lay 0» 
pen your deceipr, which ſo far exceeded ; yer with fo, much tender- 

neſs did I proceed, that fer your ſakes, I delayed the printing of ir a- 

bout a year, waiting if God would give you the ſight of 3cur eviland 

repentance for the ſame: But perceiving you to wax Worſe and worſe 
deceiving and being deceived, ſetting your mouths againſt heaven 
and in your deceir to glcry, 1 gave order for its Printing but net to 
be wade publick, till my further order ; Neither did I ſufter nrp. 
bocks (being printed.) to be publiſhed in B13ſtel, no not in my own 
family, nor ameng my nezr relations, till by the hand of a faithful 
Meſſenger, I had conveycd them amongſt your ſelves, and into the 
hands of many amongÞ you, to whom of a truth, my love was, hop» 
ing that upon the peruſal thereof, your conſciences might be awak- 
ened. and the witneſs of Cod therein raiſed, and fo your hearts not 
being hardened, his voice ye had heard, and to repentance had you 
been brerghr, by him who is come and callerh unto it, and fo your 
fin had becn covered, and by him forgiven, and by me not permjt- 
red to be publiſhed, bur in oblivion had it been buried forever;But 
| + &-8 | -aftex :. 


Friends, 


FLO ONO EE: 
afrer I had waited ſeveral dayes? and fonnd that notwithſtanding 
auguifh and torment were upon you, who in your conſciences were 
ſmicten and wounded, ſo that ſome durſt not read my book, bur pre- 
fently returned it; others beginning to read, could not, bur laid it 
aſide, others reading it, ſhed more tears, then rhey read lines, (as 
themſelves have ſaid) and yet againſt ir hardened themſelves, and 
repented not : And others reading it, and reproved by ir, fell in- 
ro much rage and fury, and therein publiſhing it themſelves amongſt 
their rude. companions, endeavouring to raile lies and falſehood a- 
gainſt it. I ſay, when theſe and ſuch like effe&s appeared, and not 
till then, Iconſented to the making my books publick, by which I 
perceive the ſence of guilt, and ſo of rorment being encreaſed, you 

- grew exceeding angry and wrathful ; Bur if ye had ſtood in rhat 
which convinced, irs like I had no longer, in publick view conteſt- 
ed, becauſe Il do neither defire, nor endeavour your deſtruction, 


bur your ſalvation C God is witneſs.) Neither ina +fpirit of anger: 


and bitterneſs am I dealing with you, whoſe welfare 1 am ſeeking, 
not your hurt:But in the fear of theEord am I faithfully dealing wich 
you, (of whoſe ſtate and condition I am not ignorant) not daring to 
uſe flattering and deceitful ſpeeches, as others do, crying peace and 
ſafety. ro that againſt which (I know) the wrath and righteous 
judgement of God is near to be revealed ; but in much piainneſs, in 
a ſpirit of ſoberneſs and moderation do [I tell you the truth, and 
whether ye will hear or forbear ) the time is at hand in which ye 
muſt wirneſs it, notwithſtanding (to hide your ſelves and cover your 
ſhame) ye are ſtriving to recover your Vail, and vindicate your 
ſelve: : And (having given heed to many falſe ſedvcing and lyin 
ſpicits ) ye have writen a book for that purpoſe, which I receive 
from you by the hand of a ſtranger, ſuppoſing the conſcience ye had 
of the deceit and falſhood ye therein uſed fo far prevailed, that none 
among your ſelves could appear to deliver ir. But your Bock I 
have peruſed, and do find that your buſineſs therein is, not toan- 
ſwer mine, entituled The skjrits of the Whore diſcovered; Bur by ſub- 
tilty arid. deceit, the ſpirit of falſhood and lying to cover and vail 
v2ur ſelves from the ſtroak of that truth,which bydemonſtration and 
plainneſſe, is thzrein declared,and manifeſted againſt you : So rhat 
Calchough I had much rather be quiet, waiting on the Lord,than to 
be thus contending, yet for the ſake of truth and further manifeſt - 
ing of the deceit and hypocrefie which ahounds among you ) 1am 
once more by you conſtrained to appear in the publick war which 
(in this mighty dav of che Lords power) is began, between the Beal, 
© the falſ- Prophet, and the Lamb. 

I. And firſt I muſt tell you, that (notwithſtanding 1 adviſed and 
warned you in my former book, that if ye returned an anſwer, ye 
take care, it be to ſome purpoſe, and not a parcel of weakneſs, and 
confuſion, &c: yet) I find the conception and birth, which by you 

; who 


{who call your ſelves a Church of Chriſt) is w——_ forth into the 
world, . is the ſame in which you have given ſo much advantage, to 
lay open your ſhame, and diſcover your ſkirts, beyond and a- 
bove others, yea many of the Pariſh Aſſemblies of which you 
ſpeak 3 that [ know not how to let it paſs withour rebuke. 

2. I rake notice that that little book Centiruled The skirts of the 
Whore diſcovered ) hath been made effe&uall ( throvgh the 
power of the mighty God of Zacob ) ſo that the dart is ftruck 
through the liver, and the arrowes of the Almighty ſtick faſt in the 
hearts of the Kings enemy, and torment is upon you on every fide, 
becauſe your ſkirts are diſcovered, that paſſers by ſee the ſhame of 

our nakedne(s, and thar (inſtead cf rurning unto the Lord who 
hath ſmitren and wounded you, whoſe tender mercics are towards 
you, and therefore hath often warned you,) with fooliſh Efhraim of 
old, you arerunning ro r1e Aſſrians for help, and into AZgypts land 
a place of darkneſs are ye gone,ſeeking to recover a vail to hide your 
ſelves from the face of the Lamb, who is the Light of the World 
and of the Temple , in whoſe light ye are ſeen and com 

rchended, and the deceit of your Religion avd powerleſs profeſſion 
Lnown and manifeſted, againſt which the hand of the Lord is lifted 
up, though ye ſee it not, nor are aſhamed, but (under your tradi- 
tional and deceitful forms and waies) ſeek to hide and cover your 
ſelves, as with a vail, waking lies your refuge, and under falſhood 
hiding your ſelves, bripging the wo and the wrath more and more up- 
on your ſelves,who:cover with a covering, but not of Gods ſpirit, re- 
beling a_ the light not knowing its wais,nOr abidingin its paths. 

3. Thar norwithſiauding ( according to the propheſies that went 
before the true I1ght is now come, and the glory of the Lordis ari- 
ſen, and the children of the Lord are walking in the light of the 
Lord, aid calling others thereinto, yer darkneſs hath covered the 
earth, and groſs darkneſs the people, and therefore, rhorow-the 
blindneſs of your minds, whileſt ye go about to vindicate your ſelves 
from the firoak of that which was juſtly and truly declared of you in 
The skirts of the-Whoje diſcovered, ye waniieſt and prove your ſelves 
tobe the ſame, that is to ſay, no Church of Chriſt bur an harlot, Gs: 
And this ye do in the very Title of your book, which is; The Church 
of Chriſt in Briſtol, recorering her vail out of the hands of them that have 
ſmitten and wounded her, and taken it away, a praRtiſe never heard of - 
among thoſe thar were the Churches of Chriſt, in whom the vail is | 
done away; for the Churches of Chriſt were all bapt:zed by one ſpirit Col, 2+ 19. 
into one body, and united to one head, even Chriſt, from which all the body, 
by joynts and bands, having nouriſhment miniſtred encresſeth with the en- 
credſe of God, And where Chriſtis witneſſed, the vail is removed,and 
done aways Yea, though ir was over the heart in the reading of the old 1 Cor.'3.13, 
Teſtament that the people could nor ſee to the end of that which js 14+ 15; 16, 19, 
aboliſhed,. yet in Chriſt ic is done away, and his Church, whowit- 18 Foo 
ky A3 - . neſs 
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neſs him their head and from him have nouriſhment miniſtred,comes with 
open face to behold the glory of the Lord, and by it are changed into the 
ſame image. Cc, Bur to thisare you ſtrangers and aliens, who are re- 
covering the vail out of his hands thar hath taken ir away, thar 
with if ye may be covered, like Tamar rhe harlot ſitting by rhe way 

whiles che witneſles of Chriſt, aad Miniſters of the new Teſtament, 

do not Cas Moſes) cover th: ir face witha vail, that che people may 

not fee ro the end of that which is aboliſhed, bur uſe grear plainnels 

of ſpeech, dire&ing the minds of the people to the light, to the an- 

nointing, to the unction which is in them which guidech them into 

all rruth, ſhewing the father,and things which are to come, to which 


. agreerh the Prophet Iſay , who ſpeak as he was moved of the Lord, 
and ſaid, The mountain of the Lards houſe, ſhall be exalted above the 


mountains, Exc. andin this mountain the Lard will deſtroy the face of the 
covering caſt over all people, and the vail which is ſpread over all Nations 
Tc. and to this alſo do agree thoſe that ſpeak as they were moved of 
the holy Ghoſt : But ye who know nor that one ſpirit, nor the Baptiſm, 
nor the body, nor the unity, nor ever came to witneſs the head, 
fron which gouriſhment is miniſtred to the body, and in which the 
vail is removed and raken away, but are recovering it out of his 
hands who hath ſmircren and wounded you, [ 11y ye are hereby ma- 
nifeſted and proved no Church of Chriſt, bur an harlor, a Synagogue 
of Saran, a cage of unclean ſpirits, upon whom tie Lord harhſtretch- 
ed forth the lines ef confuſion,and ſtones of emprineſs,and made you 
an haditation fer dragons, and a Court for owles, in which the wild 
and crucl beaſts of the earth | who have no habiration in God | ins 
habir. | 
4+ That notwithſtanding you would ſeem to reprove me for vain 
boafticg, &c. though ye know in your own Conlſciences 1 ſpeak very 
{yberly of wy (clf, vvithour boaſting, and far benearh what 1 was in 
yours and ctizcrs account, till 1 ruld you the truth, yet have ye pub» 
liſhed a book, | and a prercy big one too ] moſtly ro commend your 
ſelves and on che ocher.And alchough ye ſrem [ among other things ] 
ro boaſt of your Nabilicy, &c. yer let me rell you | well remember 
the time, when bur few amongſt you ſtood ſtable to your own prina 
ri$les of Churches and ordinances ( as ye call ir) but were, like 


. caildren toſt to and fro with winds of dofrine, embracing aReli- 


gion which conſiſted in great {welling words of vanity,withour pow- 
cr: At which time Robert Purnel Cas ſtable as he is) undertook to 
propheſie the down-fa!l of Ind:pendency., Anabapriſm, G9c. and ſaid 
by faich he ſaw it fall, by the comming of Ch:ift in ſpirir, and this he 
publiſhed in his book, entitled Good tydings for ſinners, Great joy for 
Saints, Aud befides, it ye were indeed (> ſtable, as ye would have 


' the world believe. how commerh it to paſs thatat this day, yeare 
: ſo roſled with blaſts and winds, and know no ſtability, but ſo many 
; of you are of late, turned Anabaptiſts, which formerly was fa odi- 


ous, 
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5 
ous, and ſo ſad a principle, that Hannah Tay'or was near caſting cut 
Tom amongſ} you for entertaining it. Butir is true, ye hold faſt 
deceit, and refuſe toreturn, in which ye are as ſtable as moſt that I 
ever knew. and equal with thoſe Pariſh Aſſemblies, in which (ye 
n:ake ſore complaint J) people will rather continue than remove to 
you, ſince your £kirts arc diſcovered. | 

s. That yeare offended with me for nſing bitter and violent 
expreſſions towards you, in which (ye ſay) nothing of the ſpirir 
of Chriſt appears , but the contrarie; And that ye are otherwiſe 
tavgk.t, then to render evil for evi], and railing for railing, bur 
rather tobleſte, having the example and precept of Chriſt for ir, 
yet notwithſtanding your book abounds with cayling, reviling and 
evil ſpeaking : And where ye cannot amongſt your ſclves frame and 
make up encugh,, ve endeavour, the beſt ye are able, to rake up 
ſomething from others , whom ye do not name, and perhaps I ne- 
ver ſaw, and caſt the reproach of it upon me, telling me of Luci- 
terian pride, folly, impudencie, malignity , untruths, &c, All 
which 1s the proper fruit of the corrupt fountain , from whence it 
came, to Which it is again returned, Bur by this the ſober Reader 
way take notice , how direaly ye are found in the ſteps of your fa- 
thers, the Scribes and Phariſees, who crucified the juſt one, and 
faid ard did not, &c, And what uſe ic is ye make of Chriſt his 
precepts and examples , that is to ſay , to make thema veil or co- 
vering , under pretence cf which to hide your ſelves in your un- 
godly and wicked practices, Whiles im words ye would feem to 
condemn it, juſt 1 }e the kailot whoſe words are (m*uth and pleaſant, 
but her patbes lead to ;þ2 chambers of death, and how can ye ſav, nothing 
in my book appears like the Sp'rit of Chriſt, when ſo much of ir is rhe 
very wcrds of Scripture which ve ſay is the word of God, and the 
Scripture ſaith the father the word and hely Ghoſt are one, are they one 
and not alike © are they one and yet contrary? or are not ye rather 
in blinJncſ; and confuſion , underſtanding neither what yeſiy cr of 

whar yeaffirm ? 

To your Reader ye expreſse your trouble and grieſe , that I, a man once 
famous ſor profeſſing the truth , did , upsn the coming of the people calle. 
Quakers, own and plead for them, and by (o deing drew many a poor ſoul, 
out of the wayes of Chyiſt (as ye ſay) into the wayes of thoſe miſerable de* 
luded people. 

To which I reply,thar I did Cupon the firſt publiſhing of the glad 
tycirgs of ſa]vaticn , by the Miniſterie of righteouſneſs) obrain 
mercy, to own and embrace the ſame, and by it was turned ro 
God, out of the wayes of m.iſerie , deluſion and deceipt, in which 
ye yetalide, is true : But that I drew any out of the wayes of 
Chriſt , is falſe , and frem your father, by whom the eyes of your 
minds being blinded , ye wander , and by him are led in the dark 
and blind pathes of lying deceipt , and deluſion, towards death and 

| deſtrugion 
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deſtrution , And therefore ye tell the Reader I prepared a le tre, 
with this inſcription, for the people called independents , and by my 
ſubrilry engaged two of your brethren , to preſent it to the Church, 
which 1s an abſolure lye, at which ye could not but bluſh, had ye 


not a whoores forhead, for no ſuch inſcription ar all, was upon any _ 
letter of mine. Bur for the hands of Robert Simpſon and Robert Pur= 


nel, (Fc. Neither do I know any ſubrilty uſed to engage them, far- 
ther than in plainnes and honeſty to read ir in their hearing and de- 
mand their freedom to comunicate it to thoſe who ſent the charge 
by them to me, and this ye term ſubtiliry and deceipt, when the 
ſubtilty and deſigned deceiprt is among your ſelves, who kept my 


defence from being communicated to thoſe, for whom it was in- 
| rended, fearing (as ye confeiſe, ir might draw away more from 


amongſt you : And this was no diſappointment art all of my ends, 
neither was I enraged at it (as yeſay,) Bur itis another lye, and 


your torwenut thereby is encreaſed, becauſe opportunity was thereby ' 


adminiſtred , to diſcover your ſkirts, and lay open your ſhame, 
which otherwiſe (its like Jnad not been. And whereas ye tell your 
Reader, ye cannot without being guilty of my ſin, let my folly go 
unreproved , but have fer forth theſe plain words of truth and ſo» 
bernes, &c- This is like the reſt, a refuge of lyes, for neither 
true , nor ſober ir is, bur full of lyes and deceipt, of which 1 know 
no page free. And fo ye need not trouble your ſelves, with the 
guilr of my fin, ye haye enough of your own. And it is plain and 
rrue, that the lyers are withour , and for the lake, &c. which 1s 


' your portion , from him who will clear the innocent , &c. with 


whom ye are not companions in tribulation , nor are grieved for che 
afflitions of Foſeph , nor ſenſible of this day of Facobs trouble z nor 
know the welfare of Sion, nor the faith of rhe Goſpel , nor the teſti- 
monlie of Fſfus , which is the Spirit of prophecie. 

And fo I come to your book it ſelf z In the firſt line of which 
ye demand, Did I never read, that the Church of Chriſt in Scrip- 
rure is reſembled to a natural body , wherein are many members 
unitedeach to other , and moſt of them to one head and by one 


Spirit , and fay , that as in the natural body 3 there may be many 


infirmities, fo in the miſtical bodice ? &c, I anſwer nay, I never 
read ſuch a thing in Scriprure, but can read you who put this que- 
ſton , as blind as the men of Sodom, that ſaw not the way 3 for, where 
in Scripture, is the Church of Chriſt reſembled to a natural body, 
I ſay, a natural bodie in which are many infirmities * Again, where 
doth the Scripture ay » that in the Church of Chriſt, there 
are many members united each ro other , and [moſt] of them 
ro one head , and by one ſpirit +? Is there any unitie in 
the Church of Chriſt , and not by che Spirir? And are nat allwho 
areby the Spirit uuited together, by the ſame Spirit unired ro the 
head ? And 15 nor the Lord that Spirit , in which the vail is —_ 
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ved? But Babilen is your Citie 3 your firſt building is confuſion, and 


d ye not thus expreſt your ſelves, ye had nor ſoclearly manifeſted 


head, and the Spirit.'But having thus done, ye apply your ſelves to 
your blind miſtaken concluſions , drawn from what before ye had 
jgnorantly propounded , And ſay, that as in the natural bodie 
So may be many infirmities, ſo the myſtical body alſo may be 
ſubje& todiſrempers , &c, To which tay , In your tittlepage ye 
Nile your ſelves the Church of Chriſt Cthough ye never proved it) bur 
your language is the harlots, and nor rhe Churches; In Scripture 
I read of a natural bodie and a lpiritval bedie, but never ofa myſti- 
cal bodte ſo expreſt ( that comes from the Harlor, ) But if by myſti- 
cal bodice ye mean your ſelves, then I eafily grant, it is indeed 
ſub-e& ro deſtemwpers enovgh , which ye number up; and ſay, is 
undigeſtsd humours, want ofclofing with truth , and receiving un. 
truth, windie humours of pride , high-windedneſfs, and giving 
heed ro lying Spirits, violent headineſs , in ſtead of well rempered 
zeal for God aud godlineſs , &c. All which (it's like) ye ſpeak 
from good expe: icnce, andif ye had added much more of thar kind, 
to which ye arc ſubjet, I know and bear teſtimenie that-1t is trve. 
But if by myftical bodie , ye mean the Church of Chriſt , of which 
'he is head , and hath waſhed trom all her ſins in his own blood, and 
redeemed from all iniquitie , and preſents holy and unblamable z 
withour ſpor or wrinkle, then do ye ſpeak falſely and wickedly , 
blaſpeming the bodie of Chriſt , which is holy ., in jwhich 
dwellno lying ſpirits nor windie homours(as ye call it of pride and 
high mindedneſs, &c much leſce is ir ſuhje& to rhoſe rHings, bur 
is more than Conquercr over it, and is ſubje& cnely ro Chriſt who 
is the kead , where other Lords have rot dominion , but being 
made free by the Son of God, is free indeed, while tuch as you are 
ſubjeR ro ſuch diſtewpers and wicked ſpirits and humours, by which 
ye are overcome , and in bondage, and never came to witneſs re- 
demption and freedom by the Son of God , who gave himſelf for us, 
a+ Paui faith , that he might redeem us frem all iniquity , and purify unto 
himſelf a peculiar peopie, New if Pauls words be true, as indeed they 
are, then js your myſtical d &cmpered , ſurfeired , windie humo 
rou+ , proud, high minded, feavoriſh bodie, which gives heed to 
Iying ſpirits, no Church of Chriſt , bur an abſoluce Harlot, And 
ſo have ye your ſelves wanifeſted your own bodiz as filthy as ever 
I declaredirz And ſo what wrong have I done ye? ye-fay in my 
former book there is contained many rhings too low, and beneath you 
toread, peruſe or anſwer , thereby manifeſting your Pride 3 for his 
ſoul thar is lifred up, is not upright. And the Harlot firs as a Queen, 
and ccunts it benea: h her , to anſwer what is ſpoken to her in truth 3 
Bur [ perceive ye are waking good the ritle of your book , covering 


; prEne with ſuch filchic ſtuff, where ye cannor anſwer, and yet 


e that reads and underſtands , wouls think ye litzle regard what 
| | 4 7” 


your groſs ignorance , both of the true Church , her members, the 
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(8) 
ye ſay, of into what confuſion ye run , ſo yecan but think to hide 


.our heads , for notwithſtanding ye faid bur now it was below art: - 


beneath # C'iriſtian , much more a whole Church, to read, or an- 
ſwer my bock3 yer preſently ye ſay, ye ſhall rake the Lord: Coun. 
ſel , and anſwer the Auchor: Is ir beneath and too low for you rg 
read or anſwer , and yet doth the Lord Counſel you to anſwer ? or 
doth the Lord Counſc] you ro anſwer what is beneath you to 
read ? Why ſhould ve thus take the Lords name in vain to cover 
and hide your deceipt 2 Know ye not chat ye cannot he by him held 
guiltleſs ? Bur this is pitiful ſtuff , ro come from a whole Church, 
as ye call your ſelves, need enough ye have to ſeek a covering ro 
hide your follvs Ye ſay my Pamphlet ts jfu t in the middle and both ends 
with many unſavoury and unchriſtian [ke expreſſions , and ſpeak of vain 
boaſtings , abſurdiries and untruths, bur mention nor the pacticu- 
lars, nor make it appear , and fo ſhall ler ir paſs, as one of your 
lying refuges. Ye ſay , hww ſadly is that Scripture Ads 20, 3o. fulfilled 
beth on us and you? (oc. I anſwer, ray not on you, who are far from 
the condition of the elders of the Church of Epheſus , ro whom Paul 
ſpake , whom the holy Ghoſt had made overſeers of the flock of God, which 
he with his own blood had purchaſed , and they did feed who were turned 
from the darkneſs to the light , but I fay , this belongs not to you, who 
love darknels , and hare rhe light, of which rhey were children, 
and came to ſee with open face, as inaglaſs, the Lords glorie, 
which condition is witneſſed in meaſure, by thouſands at this day 
of thoſe whom ye call miſe:able deluded people ; Neither is it ful- 
filled in me , who do not ſpeak perverſe things, to draw people 
from the truth , which is the light, but have declared the truth con-+ 
CErNINg YCUs 
Ye iay , when ye had read the title of my book, and conſidered the 
zeople included and intended by me , ye could not but ſtand amazed, (oc. 
I anſwer, yea and well ye might, and be aſhamed, ayd confoun- 
ded that ever a people profeſling rhemſelves the Church of Chriſt , 
ſhould be ſo notoriouſly found in the Harlots ſteps without ſo much 
as a ſhew ofa true covering in which to hide themſelves from the res 
 buke of what was ſpoken of them as in your bouk the Reader may 
perceive, bur are driven to ſo many lying refuges, to vindicate 
your ſclyes, and all in vain, for your covering is ſhort. Ye ſay , 
1s it not an high degree of Luciferian pride , for a poor Creature to ſet his 
foot upon the neck of all the aſſemb/jes and Churches of the Saints , calling 
them the wi-ore And then put your filly interpretations upon my werds , 


us ſome of you uſe to do upon the Scriptures , and draw your miſtaken mea* | 


nings thereon, and then tell me of Shimei's curſing David , and of your 
' reſoſutions, &C. | 

To which I reply, The affemblyes and Churches of Saints, 

oh how lovely are they unto me ? becauſe the living preſence and 

power of God is there manifeſted 3 In. which 1 have choſen raiher 

to be a doorekgepe? , and to ſuffer reproach with the people of God , Cwhich 

. | " Was 


ſ\ 


ESTI 


4 \ 


| was Davids portion ) than ro dwell with you in the ungodly Text , 
here Shimet that Curſer iss Bur the voice of the Lords thungers' 
being heard in the earth, and his lightenings gone forth , and his 

- juſt viſita: ions come and coming vpon the Harlot or great whore, 

. whyſe judgement is now come, Idoe, according ro my meaſure, 
Lear reſtimony ag:inſt her your ſurfeited bodie )though ſhe call her 
ſclfa Church, aud cover her ſelf with ſcarlet, as with a yeil, yer 
vpon her neck d» I tread , andall her glorie do I deſpiſe » and upon 

| all her pride and Lucifcrian ſpirit do I trawple , for juſt and rrue is 

=, he that hark jndged her. And notwithſtanding ye begin to wail and 
lament. like then, Rev. 18. (whoſe merchandiſe was deſtroyed, ſaying, 
| . O how do the daughters of the Ph:liſtic.es rejoyce and the uncircumciſed 
| triumph 2 will nor every prophane perſon that ſeerh us go in the 
| ſtreets, ſay , Lo there goes one of the ckirrs of the whore, one of 
| | the ſynagogue of Satan , one of che cage of unclean hirds, &c. And 
| ifwereprove them, will they not fay , one of your ſelves have 
| written and publiſhed it? And then tell how your enemies will 
ſcourge you with the rongue, and condemn you , &c. Reply , If 

this be ſo, and the Philiſt;nes and prophane perſons, in whoſe na- 

ture Ye are, and with whole ſpirit ye agree , do thus behave them- 

ſclves toward: you, yet know , and (ce the Scriptures fulfilled, and 

a: ye have loved curſing, reproaching or reviling , ſo it is unto you, 

l and the meaſure which ye have metced,is meaſured to you again,% the 

) day of the Lord is upon all the;Hearhen, and as thou haſt done, ir is 

| done unto thee; and thy reward is turned upon thy own head 
Lock back , call ro mind , and rer'ember , how »ver your high pla- 
ces and in your meetings, before thoſ: whom ye call uncircumciſeg, 

; Prophane Phiiiſtines C with which your aſſemblies are filled )) yz 

have not ſpared to blaſpheme and to ſpeak evil of that ye under- . 
ſtand not, ſome ol your mourchs being full of curſing and bitterneſs , 
equal with others of Zacobs enemies (with whim ye became as one 
in the day of his calanirtie, when he appeared ſmall and deſpiſed _} 
foaming out your own- ſhawe, greatly provcking and enraging the 

; evil ſpirits, in the mindes of your evil hearers againſt che innocent , 

| and harmles, who dwclr peaceably in their Tenrs amongſt you, ' 

movirg onely as the Lord mov-d rhem, for which mount Efau ,* 

where the prophanenc+is.the Philz*ines uncirc!1mciſed in heart Cboth 

Rulers, Priefts,& people ofall ſorts and ſe&s Jeombined to repreach, 

" abuſe, perſecure and devour, with whom ye have joyned,as if your 
{ « tongves had bern your own, ard no Lord could control them. 
But being a little rcbuked by the power and ſpirit of the livingGod, 

ye begin ro crye out; and ſay who hath his rongue unteid , and 

doth nor ſpeak to vindicate the undeceived innocencie , &c.? (As 

. ifin one hour your glorie becantie, and coſtly attire were laid in the 

duſt ) and that if it had been a Tak , @ Heathen, or an open enemy, 
thar had done this, ye could have born it , and fo tell of lifting up 
my heel againſt Chriſt , crucifying him - freſh, and putting him to 
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(10) . 
open ſhame,Ec. All which being your own conditions,uttered forth: 
from your fountain of blindneſs and arrogancie, I ſhall onely return: 
it into your own hoſomes ,.from whom it came z who cannot look 
the Lord in rhe face , nor ſtaad in the leaſt of his appeatings , bur 
with the reſt of rhe untoward generation , have ſet your ſelves, and ta- 
ken Counſel together againſt the Lord of life and glory, 

Ye ſay, Little did ye think, Twoullhave atted ſy well like Judas, as- 
firſt to berray you with a kiſs, cal.ing you friends, and then deliver you ints 
the band: of your enemie, to ſcourge-you with the tongye, (+. 

Reply. Did 1 therefore a& like Judss and betray you, becauſe I. 
called you friends, and in faithfulncſs told you the .rath ? Know ye 


- not that ir was the word of, Chriſt ro Fudas, who was the berraier, - 


a:id never the word of the betraier, to the betrayed one. And do. 
ye not by this juſtifie the guilty betrayer and condemn the innocent 
betrayed one How well may the pailers Ly (as ye ſay) clap their . 
hands and wag their. heads, and ſay 1s thisa Church thar men call 
an aſlembly of zz0n ? And are theſe your garhered Churches, abour 
which there hath been ſo much contending ? Truly the very heathen 
amongſt vou may eaſily diſcern you, as far froman aſſembly of Zen 
as is berwixt Zjon and Egypt. And how much more leen and known 
are ye by the Children of Lighr, w ho never can believe your (clf ſe- 
paration to be the way of God, nor the Separated Congregations 
Cas ye call them )che Churches of Chriſt, but the harlor,whileſt they 
are only in the outward Separation, & not ſeparated within the pre- 
cious from the vile, and from that which makes a ſeparation be- 
tween God and them, living in pride and high- mindedneſle, recci- 
ving and embracing unrruth, and rejefting and not clofing with 
truth, but give head to lying ſpirits, ro which with the reſt of the 
Wrld, the heathen who know nor God ye are ſubje&t. Ye ſeem 
offended thar I ſtile you the mingled people and call you the Independent 
Baptized, &c, To which I ſay, I ſtiled youas ye were, andif ye 
count ita reproach to be termed ſo, is it not a greater reproach ro 
be ſo ? But is it not manifeſt you can be in coverant with that which 
1s truly a reproach to any _ ? But it is as death to have ir 
arlots property who ſports and plea(- 
eth her ſelf in her evil waies ,. but ſhames to have it known. Ye 
ſeem to bewail my condition, and labour to perſwad the Reader, 
that I ſpake reproachfully of ſome bleſſed inſtitution of Chriſt, which he in 
his own perſon pradtiſed, . when he wasgabout thirty years of age, and left as a 
Randing ordinance of the new Teſtament to all generations,till his comming 4-- 
gains 
Reply. By it I ſuppoſe ye mean a commanded or. an appointed 
thing, and then I rake your meaning t» be, that your ourward waſh- 
ings, in rivers of wacers, which ye call Baptiſm, 1s a bleſſed appoint= 
ment of Chriſt, praiſed by himſelf ? ard left a ſtanding Ordinance 
of his, and of thenew teſtament to all generations, . till his com- 


ing «gain, To which I reply, Baptiſm with watcr was Johns _y 
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_ who'came to prepare the way cf tic Lord, and faid he ſhall Baptize 
you With rhe holy Ghoſt, I come baptizing with water, and how 
then doth ir appear that it is a bieflcd cemmand of Chiift, and tefr 
by him as a ſtandivg ordinance of the New Teſt; ment, to all Gene- 
ration> 3 it is tive. Chiift wa:. Baptized of Fohn. and ſe ichecawe 
them to fulfii)l all righreovineſle» 1 fay to fulfill ir, and did 
he by thar leave it a ſtanding ordinance of the New Teftan'eng 
to all Generaticns ? &c. Chriſt was circumciſed , and fulfilled 
the Law,-and did he by that appoint and ordain Circumciſion, 
& the Law of Mes to be a ſtanding Ordinance of the New Teſtament 
to al; generations?And Pau/who was a Miniſter of the new Teſtament 
made aiter the death of the Teſtator when the new Teſtament was 
in force,ſaid, Chriſt ſent me not to baptize, but to preach ihe Goſpel, (oc. 

2g ye doalwaies eirc not knowing the Scripture, nor the poner of 
God. 
ur friends, in the four and twentieth page, iris ſaid, it was 
ſigned in the name and by the conſcen? and appointment of rhe whole 
Church, by Robert Purne!. Thomas Ewine, Robert Simpſon,Richard Moon, 
7ehn And:ews, and Bryant Hanſon. Now if they figned it not by the 
conſent and appointment of the whole'company, then have rhey 
recorded themſclves a company of liars, who fay and publiſh thar 
which never was. But if they did it by che appointment and confent 
of the whole, hen are wany, if not the greateſt part of your compa= 
ny recorded to all Generations a company of hypocrites and de- 
ceitful workers,of rebellious and diſobedient Children, who Cknow- 
ingthe inſtitutions/as ye cal ir)of Chriſt, whicl: ye ſay is bles'd,which 
he praiſed and lefcas a ftanding Ordinance of the New Teſtament 
to all Generations) do negle& and ctſobey it, ard are out of the 
practiſe thereof, To which give ear O earth, and hear O heaven and be 
Je aſtoniſhed, what a people 3 profeſſing themfelves the Church of 
Chriſt,boaſting of their abilities in giving account of rheir faith, and: 
of walking.up to the commandments of Chriſtin obedience and con- 
ſcience, and yet be found fo rebellious and tiff necked, negle&ing 
and diſobeying that which themſclves have publiſhed to be the in» 
ftitutions of Chiiſt; Yea thoſe inſtirvrions which are blefled, which 
he im his own perſon practiced, and lefr asa ſtanding ordinance of 
the New Teſtament to all Generations,&c. Know ye not that rebellion- 
3s as the fin of witch-craft,and to hearken is more acceptab/e than ſac» ifice? 
. and if he rhar knowes not his Maſters will is worthy of ſtripes, what 
will your portion be, who profeſs ye know it, and can admoniſh 0+ 
thers for negle&ing it, and: yet your felve: be feund in the utter dif- 
obedience? 1 know in this, ye will need: a vail, bur it will never 
hide nor cover your ſhame. And for me to tell fuch a people,they 
are not a Church of Chriſt, - bur a harlot; a S, nagegue of Satan; &c. 
is not to blaſpheme God, and his Tabernacle. ot borh which yeare 
- Ignorant, and in your blindneſs worthip ye know nor what; neither 
: ita writing contempruvuſly,. as ye ſay, againſt any who in conſci- * 
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ence areobedienr to Ch: iſt, but it is tor your advantage and profit,if ro 
ir ye give car.  A,d for the accompt ye can give of your faich, &7 
which ye boaſt.1 ſay,thar whe e rruc faith is, it purifies the heart from 
lying hip-cr tic aud deceit, and is a miſtery held ina pure con- 
{ciEnce. 

And Themas Ewine acknowledgeth in the 52,53, 54, pages, he doth 
very much queſti-n Cas I know he hath cauſe) whether ever hin. {clf, 
or many of you have received rhe ſpirit, to cſtabliſh and confirm, or 
to open and reveal the miſteries of the Kin2dom, or to bcaurifie, and 
adorn you v ich gifts and grace, ro purge, purific,clceanſe. and ſanRi- 
fie, ana make you holy, or ro fili you with che ſpirit of faith and 
prayer, and when a'l this is wanrizg amengſt you, ye are ſure 
in a very bad condition, ſuch as the Church of Chriſt uxder the new 
Teſtament was never in, and ſo might ſorbcar brafting, eicher of 
your ſaith or cbedience, rill aucrthcr {pirir irom tte Lord is powred 
upon you s And ye might forbear ſo much waſhing the outſide of 
your veſlel in riv-r: and brooks,tel your infide comes to be cleanſed, 
ſanRified and made holy. 

In your fifth page ye ſeem again diſpleaſed, that IT call you a mingled 
people, &c. and ſay if ſome with me had been faithful ts their {ight, and 
pradizea baptiſm, they might be mangled too, and that bur one of thoſe 
that haue prattijed that Ordinance (Cas ye call it ) with you are fallen a- 
WAY. 

Rei'y. It ſeemerh then, ye acknowledge there is a light which 
coavinceth, to whici people cught to be faithful, how dare ye then 
ro reproach and ſpeak evil of ir, and are nor obedient, when by it 
your evil deeds are reproved. And ifitbe the light as ye grant it 
iS that convinceth of the nced of your water Baptilm, how comes it 
to paſs, ye were once ſo near caſting out of Hannah Taylor (as afore- 
ſaid » for embracing itz and what great glory is it,that but one of your 
Bapriſts are convinced of truth, and rurned from darkneſs to the 
light? &c. Know je not that Chriſt Jeſas the lighr of the world ſaid, 
Publicans and harlors ſhall enter into the Kingdom before the Hypo» 
crircs £ And what advantage was it to the prieſts and their gencran 
tion:, when Chriſt came a light into the world, that bur few of chem 
belicyed in che rruth, and were obedient to thar which the world 
with themſclves oppoſed, and faid ir was the Devil ? Burit ye were 
avle truly ro manifeſt that bur few of your company were proud, co- 
coveroaus envious, back-biters, oppreſlers, extortioners, unjuſt deal- 
ers, &Cc, !iving in the cuſtomes and manner of orhec Hearhen3, but 
by ch- power of God were turned from it, this had been ſoinething, 
and ſo had nor ye been mingled, as now ye are. 

Ye lay, Hath not Chiift called and owned you his Church,and that I can 
teſtify ye were at firſt right'y conſtituted , and have profeſt that Chriſt hath 
manifeſted kis preſence amongſt you ? Go. _— 

To which I lay . Thar ever Chriſt called ſuch a ſurfeired bodie 
as yours a Church of his, is denyed , and teſtimonie is born againſt 

It, 
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ir. But that hi: preſence wat amoogſt you, and manifeſted to many, 
ho by the power of it are drawn a'1d ſerareted from amensft you is 
granted , thengh ye have ne ith:y known'nor' received him, bur 
caſt him cff,, and were not obedient , bur have rebelled and vexed 
his ſpirit , ſo that by the weapons of tis power is he fighting againſt 


you, with whom ir is but the beginnirg of ſ:rrowes, and if ye rurn 


not, he is wh«ttiag his glittering ſword , and his hand takes hold 
of vengeance, &c. Andit, as ye lay, ye were at fiſt rightly conſiita- 
ted, then are ye your ſelves (not I nor others with me) Apoſtates 
and backſlidden from rhat in which ar {ſt ve were gachered: For 
then ye did diſown thoſe called Anabartifts and their practices, in 
which ye were ſo zealous, that ye did often admoniſh and reprove, 
and were near thc caſting our Hanna Tayior( as 1 have {aid_) now cal- 
Ted Hanna Packer, becauſe ſhe owned it 5 Bur now ye do own the 
Anabapriſts and their praGices ,, and ye vour ſelves become Pratti- 
zers thereof, as ye confefle, and do admoniſh and reprove others, 
who in conſcience and obedience to the light ct Chriſt , cannor con- 
form to yorr cuſtomes and traditions, bur by his power reproves 
them, ſtanding in that. by which ar firſt they were convinced, and 
gachered out of the woild , andail its pollutions, ſo faras ro them 
it was made maniteſt. And rterefcre all your feigned werds of back- 
ſliding and back-fliders Apoſtatizing , and Apoſtares both in your 


- title page, and other places in your book, is clearlie turned upon 


ycur ſelves , whoare the Apofltates and back-fliders of which ye 
ſpeak , and to whom belong all the reproofes and admcnitions ye 
pretend to others who are obedient ro the light , by which the de- 
ceipt of your will-worſhips and inventions is made wanifeſt and de- 
nicd , as was that of Pariſhes and other ailemblics before : And as 
fcr the Churches of Gaiatia and Afra; Alas ! what have ye to do with 
chem in whoſe life ye are nor, hn& are ſhu: and caſt our, an are- 
the cu: ſed ground, where the briars and thornes grow , and the 
beaſts of prey feed, and with the perſecutors of the life of God , 
which thev witneſled , are ye joyned againſt the truth , and proudly 
have ye laboured ro trample upon , and caſt it ro the ground, but 
all in vain , for over your heads it is exalted, andlife and immorzality 
is brought tolight , and reigns for ever more. 

Ye ſay , Thoſe who were ſtiled a ſynagogue of Satan, were a company 
of proud boaſters, that ſaid they were Jewes and Apoſtles and were nat , 
but did lye; 

I anſwer, juſt ſo are ye , who boaſt your ſelves rhe Church of 


Chriſt , bur are not , and his commands to obſerve , but do nor ; and- 


ſoarelyers in the light which is true , and lighteth every wan thar 
cometh into the world , are ye tried and found ſo ; and therefore 


are No Church of Chriſt , but a ſynagogue cf Satan, where tic owles 


the Bats , ard venemons beaſts inhabit, in which crueltie and per+ 
ſecvrion dwels. 
Ye tell how ye have tried ſome as the Church of Epheſus did 7 _ 
| OM 
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found them who boaff of perſecution \ to be lyers, and their books and doftrine 
to be contrarie to the glorious Goſpel of grace , &c. p 
To which I fay, The condition of the Church of Epheſw ye know 
not, who were quickened , raiſed, and fet with Chriſt in heavenlie 
places , not dead in treſpaſles and fins as ye are, They walked not 
in the vanicie ofcheir minds , like other Gentiles acccrding to the 
courſe of the world , ſerving lufts and pleaſures, as ye do z bur from 
it were gathered to the lighe, in which they were madeable ro 
judge and try both perſons and doarine, becauſe it is the Jight 
which makes manifeſt the hidden things of darkneſs, &c, Bur ye 
who hare the light, and like the owles of rhe defart, love to be in 
daiknefs, not in light , and therefore cover your ſelves with a veil, 
that with open face ye may not ſee rhe glorie of the Lord,ye are not 
able to judge or try as they did , and therefore in your darkened 
minds call light darkne(s, and darkneſs lighr, re:e&ing the corner 
ſtone , who is the head of the Church, ſpeaking reproachfully of 
erfe&tion , and thoſe that attain it , when Chriſt commanded his to 
be perfe&. as their heavenly facher was perfe& , and his Miniſters 

'preſled ro the arrainemenr of it. 

Ye fiay , Was it ever heard that a man, eithzy Prophet , Apoſte! , or 
any that f. ared God, and expeded to give an accompr of his words and adit- 
ens , did aſſume that boldneſs , «s thus to judge a people profeſſing godlineſs , 
becauſe I ſaid, ye were found a ſynagegue of Satan ? &c, 

To which I ſay, what I ſaid in that particular ſtands unanſwered by 
you , onely ye would deceirfullie veil it over, to evade rhe matter 
in hand , and in ftead of anſwericg what I faid , propound ſo pitiful 
a queſtion, was ir ever heard, &c. ? To which I ſay., was there 
ever a people ſo bli1d,as to take to themſelves the name of.a Church, 
and for ſo long rime profcſs the Scriprure, and ſome of -rhem gain 
ſo many hundred pounds for trading with them , as. ſome of you have 
done , and novv to ſay, Was it ever heard, that any man, P opher , A- 
poſtel or any that feared God , was ſo bol1,, as thus to judge a people profeſ- 
ſing godlineſs, as if ye had never read the Scriprurez Were not 1ſ#'ah 
and eremiah Prophets, who ccyed againſt the Fewes a people pro- 
feſling godlines , and faid , Ab ſinful Nation, a ſeed of evil ders, chil+ 
dren that are corrupters , that ave forſaken the Lord , provoked the holy 
one of Iſrael, &c. Hear the word of the Lord, ye Rulers af Sodom, give 
eare to the Law of our Ged, ye people of Gomorrha , Hell bath enlarged 
ber ſelf , and opened her mouth , without meaſure;, and their gloie and 
pomp ſball deſcend intoit= How is the faithful City become an Har-ot , 
and withthy whordoms , the land is polluted, &c. Was nor John the 
greareſt of Prophets, who ſaid roa profciling p-ople, O generation 
o Vipers, 8&c. Anddid not Stephen . a man full of the holy Ghoſt, 
ay , ye ſtiff: necked and uncircumciſed in heart andears , ye do alwayes re- 
feſt the boly Ghoſt, (gc. ? And did not Chriſt Jeſus . the light of rhe 
world , ſay, O generation of Vipers , how can ye eſcape the damnation of 
Hell? And to the chicfeſt proteſſours , ye are of your father the Devil 
Cc 


(15). 
&c. And did not Baby!en, the mother of Harlots from whence ye 
roceeded ,. p:ofcfle godlineſs, and fo bewitched rhe Nations with 
er ſorcerie? &c, whom John ſaw, and ſaid, ſhe is become the babita- 


Lien of Devi's ; and the haid of unclean ſpirits, and a cage of hateſul birds, 


where ye mar? i:ad your (elves, and your condition at this day, who 
are indeed fallen , an4becomethe habitacion of Devils, and foul 
Spirits, and unclean and hateful birds, and cruel devouring beaſts 
inhabit yorr hald, who live upon the prey and ſpoil of thar which 
falls inco their net , of which fort I perceive your cage is much filled 
fiace my departure , which happily occaſions you to boaſt and reil 
the world your number of 60 perſons, which are not now mingled 45 
it was, &%c. Bur if I ſhould manifeſt what, I know, of ſome of 
your waſhr (bur yet filthy) members { air I forbearjmany might 
wonder , that ever ſuch a people ſhwld accompr themſelves the Church of 
Chrift, And whereas ye beſpeak my condition ſad for judging and 
condemnin# (as ye ſay.) near 50 perſon: , &c. whoſe way . ſpirit and 
principles I am well acquainted with : And know ve are withour , 
and nor in the life, as I often told you , whiles I was amongſt you. 
How ſad muſt your condition be, who reproach, revile,belye, judge, 
and condemn the generation of G::ds children , who are many 
thouſands , whoſe way , principle and' ſpirit ye cannot know noc 
comprehend, bur ſpeak evil of that ye know not, calling rhem m'= 
ſetable deluded people, wandering in rhe dark and blind pathes of 
deceipt and deluſion, towards death and deftruftion , bur cannot 
truly demonſtrate any thing, in which the deceipttand deluſion 
Iyeth , bur belie] the light which js their glorie. Bur ye accompr ir 
ſtrange , that we run not with you to the exceſle of tiot, and there» 
fore ipeak evil of us, for which ye muſt give an account, 

Ye ſay , ye ſhalleaſily grant that my fellowſhip with you in the things 
of Grad, was butoutward; for had it been inward, and ſpiritual, 1 
would have continued in it , but 4# it s written , 1 Joh. 2, 19, they went 
out from us, becauſe they werent of 14, &c. 

Rep!, Whar fellowſhip 1 had with you , muſt needs be in thar 
in which your fellowſhip ſtood , which is outward thivgs , beyond 
which ye cannot ſee, being covered with a vail, and nor able to ſee 
to the end of whar is aboliſhed , and > are ſhur our of that condition 
and fejlowſhip, of whici fobn there ſpeaks, And was as truly ap- 
plicd fyrmerlie ro you by the Pariſh Maſters and their Companies as 
Itis now to me by you, Burt | ſhall freclie grant rhat I went borh 
from the Pariſh Pricfts and a#ſe: from you, becauſe I was notof you, 
and thar had [ bcen of you , i had conrinued, &c. Burt God ha*- 
ving prepared berrer things for me, than thar-which is aboliſhed, and 
waxerth old , and is now pcriſhing, and in love manifeſted his Soa , 
and by his powerful arm gathered me unto it from amonſt you all, 
I was nut difobedient, but by himam made freelie willing ia my 
meaſure, to renounce and iorſake my ſhare in Azypt and Babylon , 


and all that is on this ſide che promiſed land, that inir, with Jobn, 
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und thoſe to whom be writ , and all that are faithfi:] to the light, 
may;havec fellowſt:ip, and know him thar was from rhe b. giuniag 
before the Scripiu:cy were given /orch. ker Jokn, and riſe ra 
whom be wiir bad 41i-wſlipin the Vight, and to tha! vyvhich they 
had huard avd ſecn ard handled, that ifiev deciaivd , and that 
vyhich they declared, vias thar Ged 15 Tight, 2nd rhoic cart vvalk 
in the light as he is in the ligiir have ielioviſhip, &e, And rhey 
that vvalk in darkneſs, ar d (ay they have iclioviſhip vvith Gud, are' 
lyers , He that keepeth tis vvord, in him is 12e love of God pe: fe- 
cd, The anncrnting which ye have received vj him, abideih in you, and 
ye need nit rhat any nan teach yeu , but as ile lame aancinting teacheth 
you of all things , and is true ,, and #5 n1 (12, vc, He that commiticth 
fin is of the Devil, aud rhe Son of God vvas made manifeſt, ro de- 
ſiroye the yvorks of the Devil, ard nhbrſcerer is born of God , doth not - 
commit fin , jor bu ſeed 1emainethin kim, xd 1: this the chilgdien 
of God arc manifeſt, and the Children of tic Devil, This vvas their 
condirion, and the dc &rine vyhich cy preached , vviho had an 
uvnGicn from rhe holy Ore, and knevy ail things, from and: out of 
vviich the Antic!::ift vyvent inco the vvorld, bocanſe they vvere 
not of them; for had tlicy been of them, they vvculd have conti- 
nucd vvith them. But novy vyhar is tins ro you, vvho knovy not 
that vyhich vvas rom the beginniizg? And fo are declaripg that 
yvhich others have heard and ſeen, bur never heard , favv , nor fclr 
it your {elves,vviio vyalk in Garknefs and kngvy nortGod, bur hare the 
light , condemning that in vehich their felloyvſhip ſtocd, rar 
cty dovvn the aanointing, and erue Teacker 1 vichin , oppoſing 
thoſe rhar declare that hy ccmmirtirg fin the chi!dicn of Gud 
are mavifeſt 5 and the chiliren of the Devil pleading for the kingdom 
of the Devil, vvhiiles ye are hire, and declaring, that your myfti- 
ca} bodie may be ſub'c& to diſtempers, and vvindie humours of 
pride , headines , high mindedncſs, and giving heed rolying Spi- 
rits, Ilay, vvhatis this ro you , vvho are as far from the condition 
of vyhich Zoba vvrites, as thc Eaſt is from the Weſt, manifcſting 
your ennitie thercunto, And might nor the Pharjſees, vvhclſe 
righreoulneſs exceeds yours n ore fitly applie thoſe 1vo:ds to Paal, 
to Fobn ,and all that turned to rhe light, and by it gathered from 
amongſt them, reſtifving egainſt tizem , rhar her vyork> are evil, 
Or might not the Pariſh Mailers, as rig !y applic ir agat- ft y: wand 
ſay you went out from them , becauſe ye were nat 97 then , as ye do it to 
me? Butin thisalſo, ycur cove:ing is roo ſhore, and your ſhame 
appears. 
And yvhereas ye tel! me of ſpreading before the Lord , tarnts gfcorns, 
Falſe accuſations , gc. of vwinich ve lay . my Pamphle? is fall, but name 
Bone, 1 ſhall note-n<cd take notice ctir, farther thay ro tell yous 
its aye framed by vou » to cover your ſha:tic, and rhat raunts, fccr * 
nings ,and falſe accnfarions , are denied by all th children of light, 
vho by the annvinting vyithin ,.yvhich leads into all truth , are 
" taugnt. 
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of the vv ld rules, and rhe unclean aud cruel beaſts inhabit, and are 
diſtempe 's of your myſtical bodie. | 

In page $. Te ſeem t rell me of (ome abſurdities in my proceeding , beg - 
ging ihe quejtion , and drawing injer"nces, &c. Which alſo is bur your 
retuge of lyes , &c. Bur ye ſay . I ftile you a Synagrgue of Satan, and 
then heap up th-earinings againſt you & (uch, 

Repi. Irruly tiled you a ſynzgogue of Satan , and proved you 


fo,by vvhar lodged 18 aud amongtt you, vihich vvas by your ovvn . 


m{Hlcngers acknovvledg d, as im iny former bo k 1 declared, and 
frem which ye have not viadicatcd your {cives, but over your heads 
it fands and che judgement thereof ye cannot eſcape z except ye 
repent. Bur to your reiuge of Iy:s ye again betake your ſ-ives, 
ſayivg ' 4s {ke the perjecuto sof cid, nhojin:ſt wiapt the Saints in 5kins 
of beaſts, and then jet dogs ufon them , to iear them. 

Refpl. Thisis your own caic, and tae work in which ye have 
been employed by your Maſter ſome yeares paſt, as well as in your 
preſent book, in which ye teak of wretched Quakers (Aa title of re» 
proach) vied by you, and others of 1ſhmae!s ſeed, at which the 
d«-gs of Agy;t open their muuths, and would rend and rear, ifnor 
by the p wer of the Lord reftrained , and with a ſheeps ſkin 
have I not covered you,, burtai laying open and manifcftiog your 
wolviſhia vre, 'hough ye would cover y 2ur ſelves with ſheeps 
clothirg as with a veil. And why ſhculd | ſet dogs and perſc.cutors 
npon 1cu, whe are of the ſame narure and Spirit with them, And 
the world loves its own , And becauſe ye are of rhe world, and ſpeak 
of the werld , the norld hears you , and in it you glorie. 

And whcicas ye tell me of heaping up Scriptures againſt you , which 
concern you not ; and how like it is to Ra ſhakeh . &Fc. I fay it is your 
own , iris your portion, from it ye cannot tlie, nor have ye at 
all acquirted your ſclves, but over your heads it ſtands, and your 
vail covers not your ſhame, who by the King of Ba%y/on, are emplo- 
ycd toreproach and revile the ſervant: of the Lord , whom he hath 
rede-wmed , out of kinreds , t-ngues and peopie, and through the reges 
neraticn brought , following himſclf who judgerh the falſe 
Prophc:s and deceivers wh» are ſecu and witnefled againſt rho» 
rovghove the Nations . wher: ihe voiceÞf Gods thupders is hard, 
and the weli-:iavorren H rot i: Ciſzovecred , upon whoſe neck doll 
tra ple, Whn ſhall never the Church of Chriſt be found , In which 
] aw not miſtzken, bur Tom iis preſence, your  ritenace is come 
forth , ro whcm ye lay, ye will make your application as Da* 
wid id. 

And nbereas ye (peak ſo wuch af atp'ying promiſes , to thoſe to whom 
thy belong not, (oc. It is your own calc , wire being proved an Har= 
lot, ard hw = uot proved your ſ-ives a Ch.r:1, wouid have that 
epplicd wo youby oth: rs, and du apply it to your ſelves, which bes 
longs to che Cuuich, aud that which is the Haslots portion , and 
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(18) : 

Proper to yon, ye love not to hear nor receive. | 
ia your 9. page , Je pretend three reaions , why my defence , which 
ye call my letter , could not be received , and read amongſt you , Gxc. Bur 
whether it were indeed reaſons why ye read it nor, or clſe a feigned 
pretence, and lying fhife fince found out ro veil your deceipr, 
that of God in your own Conſciences will bear teſtimonie, for ye 
ſay , your firſt reaſon was, b<cauſe it was not direed ro the Church, 
bur as it were ina deriding manner, to che people called Independents, 


. Which is an abſolute lye , for ir had noſuch direttion ar all upon it, 


but , For the hands of Robert Sympſon and Robert Purnel, &xc. - And 
huw then could rhar be a rcaſon why it was not read? Bcuſides , If ir 
had been dire&cd To the people called independan's, was not thar a fo+ 
ber direction £ Was i: like deriding, except ye begin to be aſhamed 
of thar by which which ye have been called , and which your (elves 
have owned ? Bur he that taughr and deviſed for you that lie, 
hath taught you many more in your book , which in irs ſeaſon , may 
be manifeſted Secondly, ye ſay , Irefuſed to bear your meſſengers 
and therefore ye had no warrant to receive or hear my letter , Which is 
another abſoijure lie , for I heard them out paricutly , whar they 
had tofay , and afterwards replied 3 and the: themſelyes acknow*+ 
ledged , ſome of them fiaid near an hour, and" Teanlded , Kc, 
And ſo far was I from refuſing to hear vvhar chey ſaid, that afrer 
they had ſpoken, I, not being able ro remember the paiticulars , 
defired to have it in writing , thar I mighr confider irc, and return 
an anſwer, which accordingly was done, which anſwer ye recei- 
ved not, and have publiſhed this lie ro the world as the reaſon 
of it. 

Ye ſay , ſome 0' you underſtood , it was my main deſigne , to draw away 
ſome more to me , gc. which ye give as ycur third reaſon. To which 
I reply, Who were thoſe ſome that underſtood whar my deſfigae 
was in that letter, which ye never read, nor opened, nor ſaw 
what was in ic, till afrer 1 publiſhed ir; Is there any diviner among 
you , who by the Spirit of divination , can tell what was contained 
in that which he neither ſaw nor read ? or is it another lie, deviſed 
fince my defence was publiſhed , and prerended to bea reaſon wiy 
yeread itnot, above 12, moneths before? or elſe is it Robert Simp- 
ſen and Robert Purne'z to whom I read irc before I ſealed it, that 
15 the ſome among you , that give thoſe reaſons ? If it be the latrer, 
then ler all the world take notice of rhcir falſehood and deceipr, in 
whoſe hearing I read vviat I had vvritten, and afterwards deman- 
ded their freedom to communicare it to you , &c. Who replied, 
they were free and ſaw no reaſon why it ſhould not be publicky read , and 
therefore promiſed to do i; , 9c. And rhar after all chis they ſhould ro 
you prerend reaſons why it ſhould not be read, were ſtrange hy*- 
pocrifie , and wicked deceipt. But however it is evident ye have 
been giving heed ro ſome lying ſpirit , in ſome of your members, by 
whom ye are led, which haye thus diſtempered your Soon ho- 
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(19) 
dic, .and cauſe4 you thus to erre from the right way , for which. 
iruely , my Soul pitieth you , and ſotcly do | inow.n vver 
7OU- | 
F As for what ye tcll me of jearing at your weakneſs, and ſeeb eneſs, 
faſting dayes and prayers , Cc. a- 2 1 page 23 of jcoffing , jcorning , and 
deriding , \o which ye ſay , 1 cujtrip all others, it reruns Up©3! +0ur 
ovvn head, wit» ſtand guilrice cnovg!: of ſuch thiygs Enc «+tar 1 
writ in that particular, | wrir in woids cf f»beineſs, and nor ice 1nge 
ly , as the lober Reader way perceive, and Tho. Ewirs, cout tioih jag. 
G2. i writ more jeriouſly , and did nor Jer. | 
In pag 1c. ye fall a commendirg your brother Simpſca ( as ye call 
him ) for his humiittie integritie ani godline;s, To which | wigh, rc» 
ply in the words ye mention , Pag 18. Let another man praye thee, 
and not th:ne oxyn mouth , a ſtranger , and not #hine own tips, becatſe 
Rob, Simpjon ſignes this his ow n commendations. Bur ye fay, in the 
margin , 7t was inſerted by ſome of you , without his knowledge, To which 
I reply , Did he then fign that vyhich he did not know 2? Iifo, thin 
Jer all thar read contider , vyhat credit may be given to that vvt:ich 
is publiſhed , aud comes forth under your names, vvho fign and 
publiſh ye knovv not vvhat. But if Rob. Simpſon did know vvhat 
he pur his hand unto, but was aſhamed ro ovvn his ovyn commen- 
dations, &%c. thenare ye, that are offended, that | ovvned you 
not a Church , taken with another lie in your mouth, ſaying, ſome 
of you inſerted it wi:hout his knowledge , when he did knovv it» Fur. 
if ye think to hide your ſelves, by ſaying he might not knovy ir 
when ye inſerted it, though before he put his had to it, he might 
know ir: Then 1 demand, Is nat here that <quivocation , evation 
and mental reſervation found upon yeur ſelves , which ye would caſt 
upon me, becauſe I ſaid I owned Baptiſm and the Lords Supper. vvhich 
was and is true, and dcarlie dol love ir, and long to be wore a par- 
taker thercin : And all your traditzons and beggerly elements in which 
ye deceive your iclves, I deny, and againſt bouch it and you do I bear 
tcſtimonie. 
And as for thoſe many reproachful , conremptible , reviling ex- 
preſſions , ye ſcatter here and there in your book, calling me fooliſh, 


d=-luded man « &c. Comparing me with Rabſbekah, Judas, Ralph Far- - 


mer, &c. {ſay irs nur much to me , to be nurnbred by you, am-ngſt 
tranſgreſſors , and the worſt of wen, who am ſo much defirons , and 
by any means preſſing ro know and witneſs, bim which made himſelf 
of no 1eputation , but was otea;ent, even him who is the light of the 
worla, and the life of men , who was a man of ſarrowes, and acquainted with 
griefes , and hid not his face from ſhame , (9c. Who was never known 
to the wiſedom of che world , bury ir , in thoſe rhat profeſt rhe 
Scriptures , vvasreproched , reviled, perſecuted and murthered , 
and the ſcrvant muſt not be above his Lord : And therefore from 
thoſe vvho are of the World, and ſpeak of the Werld,and the Warld 
heareth , do I not expe betrer uſage » And wo were me , ifall men 
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ſpake well of me. But overita!lid5I rejoyce, andinitdol glories 8 Þ, 
knowing thar even in your owa Confcizaces, a witn:Þ [ have, tus , TB 

« 


vindicates me , and cond :m13 you s To which it were well, if ye 
took h-ed, before it be 199 lates b 

Yeſay , yzwilnt d: pu yur 20w2r, hat reve to do yur daty , &c, 
By whic!1, I ſupple , ye M241, {5m imnitation, Or 14vention, 
which to your ielves ye faacte. of {:014cing t) a2 froma nog you, '® 
and rhe power ye have :0doit. ve will aort difpare, &c. And fo F ; 
ſomethiug ye will do, aad euicle God ro it, to Whon ye lay, 
ye will leave tin2 ili, bit: wie ther rig or wrong, yercſolve 
todo ir aud your pawer y- will nor diſpace. And is not this 
the Harlots voice ? Is n>r here tie ſelf ſime ſpicir appea rug 
which was and is in the Paths, a4adl cheir Pricits, the Pope: ths Bi- # 
ſhops and all chat adu'terous g:acracion agiiaſt which you did 
once bear ſome teſti noaie,who when aay ſaw the pollutions, corrup- 
rion: and defilements rhat were jn their waies and worſhip:, aud ſe- 
parated from ir, would be cff-nded, and ſometimes excommunicare I 
them C as they calledir) and theic power they would not diſpute, a 
whic'1 is the practice or the Harlor ; for the Churches of Ciriit wit- 
ncfled the power of God, and diſputed wit! ſmall and gr. a., &c. 
Bar ye ſay yearea Church, though ye never proved it, nor will 
diſpure your powcr, but are proved an Harlor. Bur 1 muſt tell you - 
ye muſt prove your [.Ives a Chureh of Clift by other manner of Ar- h 
guments and D-monſtrarions of power then your mecr ſryingiri fo, A; :; 
or elſe no child of Light, who walks in the Lig'tr, and by it is gui + * 
ded, can h-licve it witiles your fruits manifeſt rhe contraric. Aud \ ( 
whatifye (char the Scripture may be fulfilled )do hare,reproach , 
and ſeparate me from your Companie, and caſt our my nainc as ex i 
vil, tor the Son of mans ſake , who is rhe light of the Wor'd, and 
hath enlightened every man that comerh inro the World ? Is not ? 
this a bleiſing tome, andamw I notin that day, to rejoyce , and 
leap for joy, my reward being greatin Hzavea? Your fathcrs in 
like maaner dcaling with tne Prophets, Luke 5 And truly ye may 
ſp4:c your labour , and fave your threat'niags , for vour powerlefs 
prereaces , are to me as light as vanitic , and not worth the m-n- ; 
tioning, &Aud by the powerful arm of the gn0d ſhepheard , whoſe 
voice is heard, am I crernally {eparated, and garhered from amongtt ye. | 
your ignorant and Crooked waies, never to return to Egypt «gun, 
nor have fellowſhip with you in your unfruitful work:,whick by the J 
light are teprove'd, 

Ye conlels it 54 ſad ſentence and ſpotted garment with which ye are 
cloathed, and ſay ye darſt nt proud'y boat, as do others,and p ejent[v *u *i- 
fle yuar /e/ves, and boaſt that ze never obſerved ſa much of the evi 's "he fore 
mentioned. in i hoſe now together as ye bave ſeen inime, and fame of t h {le 
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| that went away, oc. 
:. "i ® 1 e} a h o © 21 
+ 0 Witch 1 fay, are ye not then w-ful hypocrites, to profeſs your "4 
ſelves, a Church of Chiiſt and ro walk according to his rule and I 
: boaſt oi! your faith and obcaicnce,and yet acknowle:!g: ye ſaw,pride » 
| £55 oh | h, poctiſie | 4 i 


21) 
hipecreſie, Nanderivg, envie,back- biting, railing, lying, &c. which 
-oeaghe evils there nentioned ro break forth more in us, then ic did 
in any of yeu, which truly is too tov 1:uch, and never reprove it, 
nor maniic ſt diflike the rect, tcli now, tha: we are abiulurely by the 
power of the Loid ſeparated from anorglt you, and have born wire 
neſs, that your works and waics are evil, and now ye tell rhe word 
thoſe things, which are bur ycur lying uccuſaricns, elſc why had ye 
not put them info Your Pietcuded adinoniions? 1t is Hke ye are 
hard pur to it, that to vail your ſolves, yu mull f5 commenty herake 
your {elves to thoſe refrges office Ara hyw £21 one believe a woid 
ye ſpeak, who will ſ-cm to ipeak ſo wleam's, and profeſs Cas ye 
fay) ingenauouſly, things lo abſ{clutely falie, and untive, that by 1t, 


ye may be vaiied, &C. Truly ye Warir a D:idie for you TOrgres) and | 


the pure fear of the Leord placed in your hearts, which right 
prevent thcſe diftempets, windic humours, and Lying ſpirits, 
VC, 

In page twelve ye come to the fg things in your admonit ion, a coppy of 
which ggzagghaving by you; therein!) 


> Fo. 


"Je 7hjert verbatim.and yet in numb» ing ye 


For, befides ſome ſmall difference in the: firſt particular, which 1 
ſhall nor mention, Robert Simpſcn ſaith, Secondly yeur contemning an 
negle ering ſome of the Ordinan-es af Chriſt, and this he faith 1s a vrue 
copie, #c, and ye ſay, Second!y-your contemNiing©f ſome and neglecting 
of others of the Ordinance sof Feſus Chrit and this ye fay Cit ye covidbe 
believed ) is verbatim, mc. And yet how much it differs, let the 
Readcr 'ndge, one ſaith, your neg/ed/ing of ſeme. ana contemning 0j ethers 
Ge. whichis much different, rhe cne faith of Chijſt the crher 
adds ſayings of Jeſus Chrift. But how comes this ro pls, thar 
one fairh, 1c is a true copy and the orher, that they in rc it 


verbat:; and yet no better agreement, The Reader may underſtand - 


rhataiccr | had anſwered Robert $/mpſons copie, in ny former books 
and manifcſted, and laid open the deceit, and Hypoczifie of this 


people, and reproved chem fairtifullie and ſharplie, for preter:ding - 


to admoniſh me for that, of which themſelves are guilty they bercake 


themlelves . 


(22) 
themſelves to the refuge of lies to be vailed, publithing to the worid 
another thing, and ſay its verbatim, And that they ſent nor ro admo- 
niſh me for neg'e& of water baptiſm, but for ſpeaking conte. p- 
ruouſl7 agunſt ir, and that I fpake falſely and did the:n wrong 
in calling them hypecrites, &c. for charging me with negl-& 
of watcr baptiſ.n, which they ſay, they did not, but onely. 
for contemniag of it, when under the han4 of their metln- 
ger ir appears, as before, thar they ſent to admoniſh me for neg/e# and 
and-contemtof ſome of the Ordinances of Chriſt, which ſaid their M-fen- 
gers, were baptiſm in water and breaking of bread; fo thar it appears 
evidently to be a plain, and ſtudied untruth, and ſeigned thing, 
and not verbatim according to the coppy 3 and vet ſo impudent and 
void of the fear of God are they that they dare ſzy they ſhall leaue it 
to the God of Ordinances tn judge, gy. O hotrible falſhood and deceir! 
Oh impudent and hard-inarted people, nor onely ro ſpeak and 
publiſh lies under your own hands, one contradicing the other, bur 
to entitle the Righteous God to judge, GFc. Thereby thinking to vail 
themſeſves and hide their ſhame, bur all in vaio, for the Lerd is de- 
ſtroying the vail and the covering caſt over all faces, &c. And ye are 
ſeen and comprehendeqd,who may read,Fthat he that ſpeaketh lies  annot 
eſcate, and that the lying ps and diuble rogue cannot ſtand in the pre- 
ſ-nce of God. And how dare ye then contrive and publiſh ſuch filthie 
faiſe things, and [cave it ro God to judge? Do ye think he 3s altrge - 
ther ſuch a one ns your ſelves, 42 or is rhe (cripture fulfilled upon you, 
and there be none amongſt you that underſtand it, gyc. but are all gore out of 
the way, the threat being an open Sepulchre, and their tongue*« uſing deceit, 
deflration and miſerie being in your waies, who the way of ; 'ace have never 
known, and n1 fear of God us before your eyes: And to vou may I return 
your own w:rds, rhat I ſtand almoſt amazed to think unto whar an 
height of impudence and wickedneſs ye are allreadic come, and whe- 
- not poor fallen creatures run (if God ſtop them: not )lince 
ady ſo hardened. 
imſon ſaith, Thirdly your extream cenſor;ouſneſſe and raſh judg- 
nely of men abroad but alſo of the Church. Mat. 7.1. Rom. 14. 
he Church of Chrijt an Harlot, And ye ſay, Thirdly your extream 
104 'n:fſe and raſh judging not on»ly of perſ»ns abroad, vut alis of 1he 
Wurch, contrary to Mat. 7. 1. Rom 14. 3, aljo your calling the Church an 
Harlet, leaving our the word (Chi; in which the ſtrength of all 
> did lie. Burt why wer: theſe words left our , being ye ſav ye inſer- 
ted rhem verbatim ? the R-adcr may take norice iinu7 afrer I had re- 
ceived rhe copy from Rovert Simſon, of what ye hai charged upon 
me, viz. raſh judging and call-ng the Charch of Chrift an Harlot I re» 
pPli-d the charge was falſe and from rhe farther of 1i-:, for I never cal- 
Iced rhe Church of Chriſt an Harlor, bur do own it dearly ; but the 
Harl-r is an Harl'or and nor the Church of Chriſt, ard fo demonſirin 
tedby the ſpirit that a&<d vou,: hat ve were not the Church ofChriſt, 
buc an Harlor, froin which ye not being ablc co vindicate your ſelves 
be- 


| (23) EE TR 
betake yovrſelves again to this refuge of lies, and ſay ye infert the 
charge verbatim,when ye did it not but left our the main thing there- 
5a, contained, without which your charge hath little weight, for 
though I never called theChurch of Chriſt an Harlor, yet I have both 
faid and proved that ye who call your ſelves a Church, are an Harloc 
and not the Church of Chriſt, and do again plainly fay, and declare 
ic ſo, and might farther prove it were ic necdful, which it is not, 
| ſince my former proof ſtands good, and nat controlled by you, nor ; 
© > you giving proof thar ye are a Church of Chriſt And 1 do once more 
ſay, and affirm, that your charge is falſe, and from the father of lies 

who was a liar from the beginning. Ard your labcur might be 
ſaved in uſing Irguments ro prove that I-faid ye were an Harlor, and 
not a Church, I had fo plainly publiſhed ir. Bart here ye would 

erſwade the Reader I came in with mental reſervations, and aſk, i it 

oneſtie, or any thing but deceit and hypocriſie, becauſe I ſaid I did not call 
the Church of Chriſt an harlet but the people in Briftol 2 goc. 

To which I lay were ye not quire blind and full of deceit and ſub- 

tilrie, ye mighr eafilie ſee and know, that I ſpake plainly and rruly, 
withour your mentals, and other carnal ſtuff, when 1 aid, and wa- 
nifeſted, chat I dearly owned the Church of Chrift, which were all 
living ſtones, &c. and did clearly bear teſtimony againſt you char ye 
were not ſo, but an Harlot, and hercin I appear borh juſt and honeſt 
rowards the Church of Chriſt, and towards the Harlor in Gearing 
teſtimony to the former and againſt the latrer, in which no deceit 
nor ſubrijry appears, bur juſt dealing ; and all your equivocations 
and mental reſervations (a5 ye cal chem Jrogether with your ſhame- 
lefle unchriſtian-like prattiſes in which ye appear one with the 
black ſpirit of Ratph Farmer Jis denied, together withall lies and the 
a farher thereof; bur rhe Church of Cheiſt is lovely, &c. 
bk.” Robert Simpſon ſaith, Fourthly your aſſerting in the Church” principles 
L contrary to Truth : as firſt, That faith is aneternal thing. Secondly, That 
Chriſt and faith is allone, Thirdly. That Chriſt Jeſus is not the ebzeft of 
faith. And ye ſay, Fourthly, Tour aſſerting in the Churches gdeSrines 
contrary to trath ; as firſt, that we did not know what faith war And that 

arth was an tternalthing- Secondly, Toat Chriſt and Fiith is all one. 
Thirdly, That Chriſt 4s not the objets o' faith. Fourthly, Your ſpeaking b 
reproachfully of the bleſſed ſcripture, affirming they were blind, and a pl 
20 ſouls, and further ſaying that they 'were not the word of God nor the Tully 
of tifez and rhis ye ſay is verbatim, and rherefore muſt be examined- F; 
And firff, find thar the copy ſaith principles contrary to truth, and ye 
ſay, deftrines contrary to truth, and that's not verbatim, Bur I rake 
notice that | having given true anſwers to each partieuſar aforefaid: 
contained in the copie, and publiſhed it in The skirts of the Whore,oc+ 
which ſtands.in ſound and wholſome words mnanſwered by you, by 
which your ſhame appears, of which being ſenſible, ye labour ro re- 
cover your vail ro hide your falfhood, and having given heed ro ly- 
ing ſpirits, ye again betake your or ax to your wonted rcfuge, and 


fay 


(24) 
fay, baving the copie by you, ye publin- 1t vervatim. And tay, 
Firſt, That we did not know what faith was,, every word of which is . 
forged and feigned, and nor in the copic delivered to me,and thers-.., 
fore well night ye ſay, whether may not a poor fallen people run, it 
God ſtop them not. And it is no wonder ye began your book,plea- 
ding for the kingdom of the Devil, ſaying that, as 7n the natural body 
there may be many infirmities, ſo the myſtical body (by which its like 3 
ye mean your ſclves, who are not a ſpiritual. bodie as the Church of | 
Chriſt is.) may be ſubje& ro diſtempers, and among many other , 
things, make mention of windy humors of pride and high mindednels and F 
g 'ving keed to lying ſpirits, Cc. 11s like ye had ſome ſeace what ſpirit 
zuled ycu, towhich ye intended to give heec, and with whar filth 
and falſhood ye intended to fill your book 3 and the lying retuge, ro 
which ye iarended to berake your ſclve*, befcre ye drew ſuch falſe 
concluſ1ons in the beginning thereof. Bur this is not all in the co- 
pie delivered to me, in this feurth branch were inſerted but three 
particulars, which are before mentioned, tro which ye adde a 
fourth, viz. your ſþ aking reproachſully of the bleſſed ſcriptures, affirming 
they were blind, and 4 plague to ſouls, and farther ſaying, they were not 
the word of God and ry e of life, and this ve ſay 1s verbatim, rotwirh- 
ſtanding , that which here ye {make as a fourth particular in the 4 
fourrh general, is in the copie a fifth general including three. 
Particulars, and fo do your ſelves afrerwards reckon it , notwith- £1 
ſtanding (in the wiſdom of God) Fe are leſt to enſnare your ſelves 
and manifeſt it to all the world, faying itis verbatim when ye | 
have left one'of your five things mentioned, but the line nexr | | 
before. , 
Its like the pangs ofa traveling wowan are upon you, who have ſo Y | 
long cryed pcacc and ſafety ro your ſclves that the ſword of the Lord | | 
i5 upon you, and your eyes utterly darkened, that ye cannot ſee : | 
But the blind have ſo long led the blind, rHat ye are all fallen into | 
the ditch, aud under pretence of recovering a vell, have manifeſted 
your ſhame, and publiſhed things which ye endevoured to perſwade 
the workd to believe is true and verbatim, according to the copie 
which in three or four pages, your ſclves contradict, manifeſting your 
falſho0d.at which ſo many cf yor, as are not given up to hardneſs of ; 
heart, way be aſhamed and bluſh, for if ſuch things had been pub- | 
publiſhed by a diviner, or a particular perſon amongſt yeu, that had 
. been to your ſhame, but for a whole company of ſixty perſons Cwho 
call themſelves a Chu-ch) to agree in ſuch works of darkneſs and 
wickedneſs, and no one amongſt you free, is ſuch a rhing, as hath 
hardly been heard before in our daies, (Fc. And notwithſtanding [ 
my former anſwers, to the three particulars mentioned in the 
copie ſtands good, and not toucht by you, yet 1 find you deceite 
fully nibbling at the heele, and going on falſely ro ac- 
cuſe,. ſaying 1aſerted that as Chriſt was the-great light of the world, 's } 
l | 
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25) s % 00 
he was the great faith of the (2) , none of 'which was in the 
pie, nor I'ſuppoſe. ſpoken by me, bur'is' another lie inven« 
ted among you , becauſe I then knew him nor the light of the 
World ihat lighteth every one that commeth, into the World, whilJe a-_ 
mong the diviners, and ſorcerers I ſtood, ky whom the light js de 
nicd, And I could not ſay, he was the gieat feitofrie& World, becauſe 
both to you, and the reſt of the world, who are of the world, and 
ſpeak of the world, and belicve nor in the light, borh Chriſt and 
faith is a Miſtery hid and unknown, and is none of theirs who in 
their imaginations talk of objeds, &c. and deny the !ighr, and knew 
not the onely forndation bur by ſorcerie, and wicked art would di- 
vide that which God hath joyned ; And ſo ye go on relling many 
words ſpoken Hy one and the other, which truly I rake to be bur ſ5 
many lies invented, ro ſerve you as a vail, for if your memories are fo 
ſhorr, and your wits ſo confounded, thatye are not able, or wil- 
ling to draw (ixteen or twenty lincs out of a copie, which (ye ſay) 
js by you, withour ſo much falſhood Yand untruth, as is before men+ 
tioned : how can a maa believe, ve are able and willing to remember 
and truly publiſh without forgery aud falſehood, ſo many words and 
paſſages, which ſo many years paſt were ſpoken (as ye fayJ in ſeve» 
ral meetings. And whereas in my anſwer to what ye ſay touching 
Fiith being an eterna! thing, ye ſay I alleadge, 1 Tim. 1.9. and tell me L 
thew my weakuieſs in abuſing the words and ſence of the Apoſtle, 
this is another lie, as the Reader may perceive who reads my book, 
for T ſaid, faith 3s a miſtery held in a pure conſcience, and unknown to 
all ignorant and vulturous eyes, as well as to yours, &c. And atked 


whether that faith, by which the Saints are juſtified, by which they 


overcame the world, ſaw him which is inviſible, by which their hearts 
are purified, by which Enoch was tranſlated, that he ſaw not death and is 
the ſubſtance 1f things hoped for, Gy. be eternal or carnal, &c. In ſtead 
of anſwering which ve publiſh a down-right lie,and ſay /a leadged ſuch 
a ſcripture, and ahuſed the words and ſence of the Apoſtle which I did nor 
as the Readcr way ſee; ſo thar although thoſe who are given over to 
Lelieve lics. may happilie embrace what ye ſay, yet n>vne Cwhoſe 
eyes are trily opened by him thar is given a light to the Gentiles) 13 
like tO bclieve what ye ſay, though ye together joyn, to frame and. 
ro publiſh ſ> falſe an accuſation, which is ſo viſible, rhart all thar 
read both our becks may perceive it, and it had been well, if ye had 
taken my former advice, and been filene, trill by the true light ye 
had been guidcd and known how to ſpeak truth, for though hand 
joyn in hand, the wicked ſhall not go unpuniſhed,nor he that ſpea- 
kerh lies eſcape. Bur as | ſaid the fool will be medling, (Fc. 
In ycur fixtcenth page, ye labour to cover yeur ſelves the beſt ye 


are able, that a'l Deholders may nar ſee your ſhame, by what is char-. 


ged upon you in The shirts of the Whore, where it is dernanded why ye 


had not queſtioned me for theſe things ſooner, and whil's I ws amongſt you? 


Can ED 


And why ye would ſuffer principles contrary to truth to paſs without rebuke, © 
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<. To which ye reply that F was preſently oppoſed chough tor a tolemw 

or ye bid it not rill | had left the Church, which ye ſay perh 
was your ſin ; But conſidering the ſtare of the Chutch ye knew not how 
jet abour it, though ſome ſaw ground enough to d6 it, 9c. To which I re- 
plie, O woeful Church ina woful ſad ſtate and condition indeed 
whichis worthy thy ſerious conſideration, who with thine own pen, 
haſt confeſt and publiſhed to the world, that thou kneweft thy dutz and 

ſaeſt ground enough to do it, but kneweſt not how to ſet about it. 

Art not thou worchy to be beaten, with many ſtripes ? Oh wick- 
ed and ſloarhful ſervanc whoſe judgement 1s come z and into dark- 
neſs aft caſt, and ſo no marvel chat ſome amongſt you, did oppoſe 
£ me manifcſtations of truth, whiles | was amongſt you, of which you. 
Ipcak z, for | know ſome ſon of Baliel was there, who knew not the 
Lord, ſome blind guid, who leads the blind inro the di:ch, who for 
the wages of iniquity,hath labovred to cuiſe rhe {/rael of God,and to 
make you ſtumble at rhe Numbling ſtone, who often - np the 
life and power of cruch,as it was made manifeſt, and againſt ir contra- 
ditcd, as | before made mention, whole judgement ſingers nor, &c« 
But 1 take notice, how unwilling the hatlor is ro confeſs her own 

uilr, and therefore ſaith, perhaps it wat her ſin, which is but a deceit- 

v1 ſhifr, from 4 juſt ſtroak for her liypacrifie 3 and if ye could ſpeak. 
futh in this particular, y< might have rold the world plainly, thas 
whileſt [ was amongſt-you, ye had not whereof juſtly ro accuſe me, 
of which Ll know 1 oh a Withels ini y our Conſciences, ſo thar moſt 
that then wefe of the conipany loved and piized me dearly, and 
many wete forcly grieved at my departure, But when nechin 
could prevail, becauſe into A2ypt again 1 could nor go then fol 
not betore ſome Djotrepes, thac loved preheminence, prating againſt 
the innocent With malicions words, by degrees made a partic, and 
deviſc4 thoſe pretended accuſations, and with much deceit, and de- 
ceivablenets of uarighteouſnels prevailed with you, to Charge upon 
me, &c. which if ye had cleafly manifeſted and not drawn this £ [ 
ther guilt of lying, &c. upon your ſelves, ſome had been excuſable, 
bur now ye nuſt bear your ſhame and judgement whatſoever ye 
ale. "" 

But now ye come to a fifth branch of that ye call an admonition, 
rhough in pag 13. where ye ſay ye inſert it verbatim, ye number bur 
four, and that which here ye pur as a fifth general branch, ye there- 
make a fourth particularin che fourth geneta!, and yet ye ſay its ver- 
batim ©. But in this alſo, not onely your falſhood, bur alſo your con» 
fuſion is ſo ſully manifeſted, thar 1 necd fay no more, bur leave it to 
the Reader to judge. 

Bur ye ſay, [t 7s for ſpeaking againſt the Scriptures, affirming they were 
blind, and a plague to ſouls, and that they are not the Word of God, nox 
Tale of life, and this ye would bave underſtood to be verbatim, though like 
the reſt, it will eafily appear to be a parcel of fallhood, hypociifie 
and deccir, for belides your awn ccnfuſions before mentioned, in the 


copy - 
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nk PPY 1-:irc.ed to me by Kobert Simpſon, which ire 1anh 18 rrue, and | 
e La: teſtimony he is faithful, itis. thus, Your ſpeaking reproachfſully 
the p! etious Scriptures of truth, as firſt, affirming, tht it was « blind to 
fouls, and fecondlyy »ne of the greateſt plegues of the Land, and thirdly, aJ- = 
firming far ther, that it is not the Word of God, nor rule of life. 
| Now let the Reader, whoſe eye is opened, judge how theſe agree, 
The perſon ſent ro admoniſh at the ſame time or thereahouts, gives 
ir under his hand, that what he writ our, and delivered ro me, was 4 
true Coppy of what hereceived : And the whole company, afrer 
they received an anſwer thereunto, deviſerh and publiſherh another, 
and fay it is verbatim, though it much differs from the fermer: The 
latter {aith,the charge there mentioned was verbatim, in theſe words, 
* Speaking reproachfully of the bieſſed Scriptur« 5, affirming they were blind,and 
aplague to ſouls, &c. the formerin theſe words, Speaking reproachfully 
of the orecious Scripture of ia;b, as firſt affirming tharic was a blind 
to ſouls, and 21y- one of the greateſt plagues of che land 5 The one 
puts both cogetier, The Scripture is blind and a plague; the other divides 
chem into two particulars, and ſaich firſt, « b/ind to ſouls, and 21y. one 
of the greatcit plagues of the Lend; the one, that the Scriprures were 
blind, the other, that it 354 blind, the one, thar they were blind, and 
a plague to ſouls, and never mentions the Land , The other, that it 15 
firſt, « Ulind to ſouls, and 2ly. a plague z yea, one of the greateſt plagues of 
the Land, and mentions not ſouls: Tite one ſaith, The pretions Scrip» 
tares of trath, The other, the bleſſed Scriptures, and ryentions not the 
words (of truth) And yet if any man is given over to believe lies, ye ' 
will perſwade him all this is true and tervatim, that is,word for word, 
according to the copy: And that (notwithſtanding this lying ſpirit, 
wiich is found in your mouths«tu which ye give heed; ye are aChurch 
of Chriſt, or a myſtical body (a word of deceir from the bottomleſſe 
pic) which may be ſubje& ro this ſpicir, as it plainly appears to all. 
beholdcrs, ye are by what your (elves have publiſhed. And truly the 
day hath manifcſtzd you very much, and ye cannot be hid but by the 
light your deeds of darknefle are and will be reproved, and your pre- 
tended admonition farther manifeſted to be bur ſtudied accuſations, - 
and from your father the devil, who was a liat from the beginning, anJ abode 
not in the trarh, 

Now as #hat which ye call your admonirion, and fay ye did inſert 
verbatim 45 a bundic of lies and confuſion as harh been manifefied; fo 
is that which ye call your proof; for in page 13. ye ſay becauſe I faid - 
thoſe things (bat us toſay your charge) are ſtudted accuſations, and ffem the 
father 0} lies, tc. ye ſhall therefore prove every tittle ro be true. And in 
Page 18. ye ſay ye have proved every tittle tc be true and clear; and in 
page 26. your 3 Meſſengers who boaſt that they received their Com. 
miſſion from God ro chis work, ſay chat the things that they charged me 
withall are all true in every ſillable of it, as doth apjear by the foregorng an- 
fwer of the whole Church, Now then if ye have not proved every-rittle 
of your charge to be true, and if it do not appeat by your foregoing 
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ſwer, that every fillable of that with which your Meſſengers charged 
me is true, thenare-ye proved (both thoſe that did ſend, and thoſe 
thar were ſent) no Church of Chriſt, bur a company of lyars affa' 

falſe aſſerters. Bur ye have nor proved every title, and every filla- 

ble theteof to be true, and cherefore are ye no Church of Chriſt, but 
2 company of lyars, for-firft ye charged me for leaving the Church, 
and now ye ſay, that I haveleft the Church is true, bur no proof 


- thereof have ye given, neither is ir true which ye ſay,for the Church 


I have n>t lefr, bur to witneſs the Charch I have left the harlor, and 
that I have abſ9lutely forſaken, lefr and renounced fellowſhip 
with you in all yovr idolarrous heatheniſh wayes and: wor- 


ſhips which ſtand in the will and time of man, and not in the will 


and power of God ; and by the mighty arm and power of 
the Lord am I ſeparated from amongſt you, never again to have 
fellowſhip, nor communion with you, in thoſe unfruirful works of 
darkneſs, which by the light are reproved, is granted, elſe could I 
never know nor witneſs the Church of Chriſt which is in God the fa- 
ther : Bur chat ye are the Church of Chriſt is denyed and was deny- 
ed, and by your fruits, and what lodged in you were ye proved an 
harlot, a ſynagogue of Satan, &c. which ſtands vvholly unanſvvered 
by you. And thetefore it is not trae,but a lie,to ſay Ileft rhe Church, 
when I was ſeparated from the Harlot, that I might witneſ; the 
Church. But ſuppoſe it had been true, that I had lefr the Church, 


by-vvhat have ye proved it £ Why onely your ſelves fay ir is ſo, bur 


that is no proof, and yet this-is more than tittles and ſyllables, it is 
vvhole ſentences, ye a general charge not proved, except vvhar the 
harlot ſpcaks (to ſa7e her head, vvhen to judgement ſhe is brought) 
is to be believed and admitted as a proof, 

Bur ye go on and ſay, that my ſo doing hath drawn away ſome , grie- 
ved others, and opened the mouehs of -many ts ſpeak evil of the wayes of 
Chriſt which is clear, and plain, and not a ſtudied accuſation, but a re- 
al thing, whicb hath been grief, and ſadneſs to the Church. 

To which I reply if the Harlot or Synagogue of Satan, might be 
belicved in her own caſe, when ſhe ſpeaks not trurh, rthen what ye 
ſay were of ſome value. But from the Church have I drawn none, nor 
been a grief, nor ſadneſs Crhat I know) to her, with whom in ſome: 
meaſure I have unity, Neither do I kaow of any whoſe: mouths L 
have juſtly;opened,to ſpeak evilfof thewayes of Chriſt which are pure 
and ſpiritual z So that the whoriſh and adultcrous harlor cannot ſee 
it, who is grieved anJ ſadned at my departure, whole judgement is 
come. and her torments from the living God are pouring, and rhere- 
fore hath ſhe opened her mourh very wide, and from her unclean 
fountain and ſpirit of envie is pouring our of floods of reviling & bit- 
rernes,nort on<ly when ſhe aſſembles in her harlors hcuſes, 2nd Idcl 

Temples with the reſt of the proud and perſecuring.\Yorld, where 
the Churches of Chriſt after they were gathered did never aflemble, 
but in her books and pamphlets ſpeaking evil as ſhe can,not onl Aa 
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theChurch & ways of Chriſt, which ſhe underſtands not, but of Chriſt 


Jeſvs hin:ſclf who Is come a light into the World, ane ts the light of 
ahe World, whick hath enlightned every wan that cometh into the 
World,and this is clear and plam, and no ſtudied accuſati>n,bur a re- 


al thing and her proper ſentence juſtly due is gone forth from the . 


reſence of the Lord, and over her head doth ſtand. 
And notvvithſtanding ye ſay, 1gave no vvord or -reaſon of my de- 
arture, the ſober Chriſtian ye mention will cafily perceive that this 
is another refuge of lies, fer it wa< reaſ:n encugh of my departure, 
to deny you to be a Chorch of Chriſt, and to prove you an har- 
lor, a Synagogue of Satan, a cage &c. Aud all this I have done nor- 
witt ſanding ye bluſh not to ſay I gave no reaſon of my departure; 


. $&, But] perceive that which troubles you is that I who ſo well 


knew you, and was fo long as an Elder amongſt yeu; whom ye did io 


often chuſe and cle& to that employment; and ſo highly eſteemed, \ 


ſhould now ſo ſadly apoſtatize (as ye call ir) as not ro acknowledge 
you a Church. : 

To which Ireply, Were -ye indeed a Church of Chriſt, how glad- 
ly would Iacknowledge ye? Burrill ye prove your ſclves ſo, 1 may 
(in the words of Them »sEwins to Ra jh Farmer,in the 60 page of your 
book ) tell you, though you be ſo wiſe to propoſe, 1 connot be jo fooliſh as 
to grant 1t, leſt I make my ſelfe a tranſgreſor like unto you , and rebell a- 
gainſt the light, which hath manifeſted you. 

But now let me demand your proof ; for alchough ye ſay , ye would 
prove every tittle, and had proved every tittle ef what ye charged me withal, 
yer is here no proof at all produced to prove that 1 drew any 
from the Church, grieved and ſadn2d many, or opened the moutks 
of any, to ſveak evill of the wayes of Ch iſt, yer is this more than a 
tittle or a ſyllable, ic is many words ang ſentences. 

Oh fooliſh people and unwiſe ! how hath the Devill, the god of 
the world, and Rulers of the datknefle blinded you 2 why, is there 
no feare of God before your eyes? who are adding one iniquity to 
another, as drunkennefſle to thirſt, and yer beſpeak your ſclves a 
Church. AnJ becauſe ye have recovered a, veile , with which your 
ſclves are blinded, do think all cthers muſt be veiled roo ; but where 


Chriſt js witneſſed, the veile is removed , and in the light of Chriſt, - 


which ye have deſpiſed, and ſer at novght, are ye ſeen and compre- 
hended , and your hypocrifies, inventions and traditions, will-wor- 
ſhips, carnall ordina1ces, together with that lying ſ-irit , to which 
ve give heed, are in the ſame light judged, denved, and witneſfed 
againſt as thar which to the Lord is abcminable , and burthenſome, 
m which he hath no delight, bur his ſoule hates becauſe it is iniqui-' 
ty, ana loatiſome thing C7ja.1.16,) 

" But from you whom have I drawn away 2 Why had ye not men» 


.  tioncd one thar ſome colour of rruth might appear ? cr that by it al- 


ſo ye might be reproved, who of the ſtrong and mighty arme and 


power of the Lord are ignorant, by which he hath powerfully drawn - 


and 
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and gathered many fromawongſt you (as well as from others who in 
thelike deceit, are worſhipping they know not what) into his monn« 
rain of holineſlſe, which he in this his day is ſetting up, and cſtabliſh- 
ing over your heads, and a top of all mountains, in which to his peo- 
ple the Lord is making a feaſt of fat things, of which thoſe that pour 
out 4 drink offering to rhat number, muſt nor ear ; ln which moun- 
tain the Veile is removed, the ſhadows taken away, no Lyon or car- 
nall devouring beaſtly thing can ever come 3 bur in it is the way of 
* holineſke known and witneſſed, and life, lighr and immortalicy reigns 

for eyermore, and the true and living God, in Ipirit, life and power, 
known and worſhipped, who is light, and in whom there is nodark- 
nefle ar all. Ando, alchough groſs darkneſle hath overſpread the 
Zqyptian land, where the Diviners, the Sorcerers, the Taskmaſters 
and oppreſſors dwell, yet in Faces Tent there is light, by which the 
deeds of darkneſle are ſeen and reproved : And therefore alchough 
ye have taken liberty to vent your lies and ſlaunder:, and fall accu- 
ſations againſt the innocent, over your bigh places, when ye aſlem- 
ble 'by craops in harlots houſes, where the children of light dare nor 
come to reproove aud gainfay ir , excepr they are thereunto power- 
fully moved ofthe Lord , to reſtifie againſt your deceiprt and abho- 
mination : Yet muſt ye learn wiſdome , and cake heed ef printing 
apd publiſhing ſuch ſtuffe to the world , elſe way yebe ſure, whilſt 
e ſeek to cover it with a veile, your iniquiries will be marked, your 
lthy fepnichre opened (which is already but badly painted) iour 
$kicts more diſcovered, {0 that ſhame and confuſion will be your por- 
' tion for evermore, Except ye repent- 5 And therefore of this be ye 


med, 

In your third branch ye lay the charge thus, viz. your extream cen- 
ſoriouſneſſe, and raſh judging , not onely of perſons abroad , but alſo of the 
Church, &c, And tel! the world ye will prove ( yea rhat ye have 
proved) every tittle and ſyliable of theſe things to be true, when ye 
have not endeavonred ſo much as a ſhew of proof fer ought ye ſpeak 
touching perſons abroad , bur paſt ir overas if ye had never fooken 
I: And yet this is titles and {yllables, yea words, &c. But a bridle 
for your tongue ye want, who have fo long given heed to lying fpirits, 
that now ye appear to love lying, more then ro ſpeak truth , and 
(being out of the fear of the Lord) ſpeak ye care not whar- 

I comenow to your fit branch , and fhall nor trouble my ſelfe 
again with rhoſe many lies, falſhoods , and contraditions which I 
there finde in what you fay is verbatim , having mentioned ſome of 
them before, bur ſha]l examine your proof of that alſo, and ſee if e- 
very tictle of ir be proved, or whether ye may nor be proved lyars in 
this, as in the reſt. 


Ye ſay, 1 didat a meeting at mine houſe affirme the firft part of ths _ 


braxch, viz. That the Scriptures were blinde, and a plague to ſouls : Af. 

for proof, ye again produce your own ſaying, it is jo, and that ſon 

_ of you ſirtingover ag4iluſl me, do well remember how I lpcſe ie, 
. ciaping 


\ 
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Clapping my hattd upon the 590k of table , ſxying , That Book or Scriptures wwe one 
of the greateſt blinde; and plagues to mens ſouls a day in England. And that ye will 
ap:in affirme, and ſet your hands to it that Iſþake theſe very words. | 

To which I ſay, There was a rime in-which many falſe witneſſes were 
brought againſt him who was the truch and the light, bur they agreed not, 
And when by the truth ye are examined, it will be found, that ye alſo are far 
from agreeing in teſtimony 3 for proving whac your ſelves affirme , if your 
own teftimony were admitred in your own caſe, which it is nor. Ye ſay, ye 
willagain afftrme, and ſet your hands to it, that 1 ſpake thoſe very words. And what 
words are they ? Not the ſame in the charge, whichye lay is verbatim , bur is 
much orherwiſe, and ſo the charge is fall'n and falſe, as the Reader may ſee : 
And who are they that will affirme and ſet their hands to ir? Are they the 
whole company, or bur a part ? If ir be the whole, then many of moſt of you 
will affirme and ſer your hands to that which themſelves have confeſt they ne- 
yer heard ; If ithe bur a part, and not the whole , then that which yee have 
already ſaid, is altogether falle, and untrue, and your teſtimony invalid : Fer 
what is ſaid, is faid by the whole, or elſe thoſe that ſigned ir, are in this, as in 
orher things, abhominable lyars, 

Again, in whatye ſay ye will affirme, and ſer your hands unto, there ap» 
pears much uncerrcainty 3 for ye ſay, Iclapt my hand on the book vr table, but on 
which | perceive ye are ignorant: And ye fay TI ſaid that booke or Scripture. Now 
if yeſo well remember the manner of ſpeech , as ye ſay ye doe, it is much ye 
cannot remember the matrer. But having before accuſed me for ſaying the 
Scriptures were 4 blinde 10 ſouks, and a plague to the Land. Now ye fay, It was the 
booke or Scriptures that I ſaid was one of the greateſt blindes and plagues to mens ſoules 
this day in England. Manifeſting your ſclves to be ar a lofle and in confufion, 
not able to ſay, whether it were the Book or the Scriptures, or what it was » 
for indeed it was neither : And fo the charge or accuſation is quire zllen, and 
by your ſelves brought to noughr. 

And why are theſe woids, viz. one of the greateſt plagues, &c. in England, 
now added? being left ont in the place where ye ſay ye did inſert verbatim : 
Is here no defigned fubrilry and deceipr ? Is all proved ?. Are here no tittles, 
nor ſyllables negle&ed in rhe proof ? Or is what ye have publiſhcd like to be 
rrue , or fit to be believed ? Let the Reader conſider it. 

Bur ye ſay, ſome of you ſirting over againſt me ( it's like, at the Table J do 
well remember, &c. s 

Bur why had ye not told me, who theſe ſome were thatſate over againſt meg 
and do remember ir £ For Il know but four that were wont to fit with mz ar 
the Table, and wirh three of them have [ ſpoken, neicher of which could to 
my face fay or attirine, they ever heard me ſpeak ſuch things, and then the 

ſome is bur one, and rhat is an hireling roo, a Diviner, a deceitful worker » that 
dauberh with untempered morter , and cries peace , peace, to that to which 


_ the Lord fpeaks no peace,and his teſtimony is little wortiy; for if ye ſay heſate 


over againſt me at the Table, when I ſpake ſuchſwords, Fane Frye contradi@s 


.him, who is the only perſon befides himſelf, that ever 1 heard, or could learn, 


had the ſhameleſle confidence to ſay , 'ſhe heard me ſpeak theſe things, with 

whom | had conference in the prefence of other witnele, and demanded 

where ic was ſpoke, ſhe replycd, ia mine owne houſe at a me?ting z, 1 told her ir 
E 
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was much many others heard it not as well as ſhe. - To which ſhe replycd, jt 
was after the meeting was done, and Iwas riſen fromthe Table, and ſtood out in the 
| roome , and there clapt my hand on the Booke , and ſpake as before, And that her 
| ſelfe, with her ſifter Haſſard ,. and her {iſter Anne Davis, went out into the 
*Y ſtreers, and bewailed it 3 which I knowing not to be true ,, ſent to Anne Davis 
1% ro enquire the truth of ir, by a relation of hers, who anſwered, thar ſhe never 
| heard me ſpeak ſuch words, nor any thing like jr : So thar ir is evident, falſe 
witneſle do not agree 3 for ye lay, ſome of you fitting over againſt me, which 


my hand, when I ſpake. Bur ſhe faith, it was afier the meeting was done , and 1 
was gone from the Tab'e, in which is no agreement. She ſaid, Ann? Davis with 
her ſelfe and anorher went into the ſtreets and bewailed ir : but Anne Davis 
denics thar ever ſhz heard ic. She faid , ftan.:ing out in the room, 1 clapt 
my hard upon the booke, and ſaid, the Scriptures were a plague, &c. But ye ay, 
1 clapt my hand upon the book or table, and ſaid, the book or Scriptures were blinde and 
a plague 3, but cannot agree whether ic was a Book or a Table, a book or Scrip- 
ture : And ſoare allin confuſion, beingled by a lying ſpirit, and able by a- 
greement to prove nothing. Beſides ye ſay, the bo8kor Scriptures, bur in the 
copy delivered to me, it was ſaid the Scriptures of truth, in which is no agree- 
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2 ment. Befides all this, one of you being asked, if ever he heard me ſpeak 
gz thoſe words, anſwered, that hce heard me ſpeak to this effe, That the Scri- 
: % ptures, as men goe to worke with it, making it a pattern of all manner of vice and 
E wicke dneſſe, was one of the greateſt plagues, &c, Ad being demanded then, why 

: ye had not laid the charge in the very words that. were ſpoken ,. he was ſilent 


| as to that, and ſaid, he had already purchaſed jealouſte from ſome in the Church , as 
one that was in danger, &c, And tiis I have under the hand of him to whomit 
was ſpoken. | ; | 

Now ler all, ro whom true judgement is known, judge what differing teſti- 
monie here is, and how like it appears co rhat of old, in which no agreement 
W could be againſt the innocent : And how deſperate'y wicked ye appear under 
T a cloak of Keligion, accuſing for ſomerhing, but cannot manifeſt for what, bur 
#4 in ir contradi& your {clves - And io ſume rhings Fane Frye is nearer rhe matter 
3 than the orher 59. or thereabours who falſe wirneſles are found z becauſe aft- 
2 rer a meeting was ended, in which Thomas Ewins had been ſpeaking abour 
| that Idol called Djvinity, and the people moſtly gone, and I role from the 
* Table , and ſtanding neer the middle of the room, did there ſay, and declare, 
VR that that accurſed thing Talled the body of Divinity was aplague to the land, or words 
ro that effe&, of which I told you before, though ye wickedly ſhur your eyes, 
and not obſerved ir becauſe it was the truth. And were it not fo, it had been 
one with that ſpirir ro which ye have taken heed, 

Bur ſuppoſe credit vvere tO be given to ſuch a generation, vvho in teſtimo- 
ny do not agree, but are proved as before, &c.'yer to the Reader vvould I ſay, 
vyhar probability of truth can be in vvhar they ſay I affirmed, viz. That 
the Scriptures of truth were one of the greateſt blindes and plagues to mens ſoules this 
day in England, as if truth conle be a blinde and a plague to ſoules, vvhen ir is 
a lying ſpirit is ſo to yours. And notvvithſtanding 1 never wade a trade of the 
Scripthres, nor preach't for hire, nor divined for money (as others do.) nor ever foo 
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muſt needs be at che Table, upon which, or upon the book , ye ſay, Iclape - 
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weted any mans gold or filver, or apparelamongſt you, nor accepted:thereof, vvhen 
by ſome I was earneſtly preſt thereunto ; 'but on the contrary have admini- 
ſired ſomething largely of theſe things amongſt you. Ye* from the Scriptures 
did I daily diſcourſe, as opportunity Ihad; and by it have convinced many 
amongſt you, of your pride, formaliry, and other evils; fo that once ye 
were very much awakened, and brought to ſome ſenſe of your condition,af- 
ter ye had been too nivch taken with the dodrine of ſome called Notioniſts, 
which it may be, is the ſame ye now call Ranters, whoſe principles and do- 
Arines, by the Scriptures, 1 did withſtand and oppoſe, and with much la- 
bour, and fore wreſtlings was I inſtrumental ro deliver you our of their 
mouths, to whom wany of you were become a prey 3 I fay, much awakened 
ye were, and the ſpirit which convinceth of ſin, began to work, until ano- 
ther Miniſtry of unrighteouſneſs came, which, for the wages of iniquiry, 
raught you roecre, and Cwhen ye were convinced of fin, and troubled with. 
in, and faw your filth and wickedneſs appear z by which your peace was bro. 
ken, and yeur conſciences awakened, and true judgement took hold on the 
tranſgreſlorJ) preſt yeu to believe lyes, and ſhut cut thar which troubled, and 
faid it was temprations of the Devil, and that your ſia was done away, and 
that Gcd ſaw it not, that it was all pardoned,daubing with untempered mor- 
ter, crying peace, peace, to that to which no peace 1s ſpoken from God, by 
which your bonds were made ſtrong, and the hands of evil doers ſtrengrhen- 
ed, that they turned nor, nor repented, which wicked doctrine of the Devil, 
by the Scripture I oppoſed, and withſto2d,perſwading you to the laſt, nor to 
build on the ſand, but come down to the rock 3 and cold you, your peace was 
but ſecuricy, which the Devils goods may attain, and rhat all your allurance, 
in which ye glocied, was but vain confidence, which in the time of tryal 
would deceive you zand (© far did I diſpure it with yov, dailie, by the Scri- 
pture thar Thomas Ewins, your publique Preacher told me, 1 daſhr his com- 
forts, and weakened his hands, ſo that he was not able to preach, but when 
into the Pulpir he was to go, fear and trembling ſometimes took hold upon 
him, ſo thar if neceſſity had not been upen him to ſpeak, the people being 
aſlembled, he ſhould nor have ſpoken a word, and rold me of retiring ro his 
former Calling, and leaving the Ciry, with much more. Others who loved to 
have ſmooth things ſpoken, that they might be ar eaſe in Zion, who put far 
away the evil day, complained (as he ſaid) thatall the comforts and joy they 
received and gathered from his Miniſtry all the day , was daſhrt and broken by 
me in the eveping. Others complaining, at laſt confeſt I led you fafely, 
though nor comfortably ; and all was, becauſe the Devils Kingdom wes dis 
ſturbed, and his goods not ſuffered to be ar peace and in your conſciences do 
y ou know, that by the Scriptures I demonſtrated what I ſaid 3 to which I was 


-a5 rrue as any amongſt you whatſoever. And it in this ye ſhall ſay 1 boaſt, re- 


member its you that have compelled me, anditye have a mind togaia-ſay or 
contradidt any particular of ir, do it honeſtly, plainly, and down-rightly, not 
coverty and deceirfullie as ye have done before, that when I come co reply; 
I may have ſomething like as from men, to ſpeak unto, and not as from a com- 
pany of fooliſh roſt children. For although ro this was IL was ar firſt averſe, 
yet by the power and preſence of the living God, ſhall I be free: and a- 
ble to quench your thorns, ſcatter your deceit, and remove your yeiLand dif- 
caver the Harlots $kirts. bes 
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'But friends, ſuppoſe all ye ſay B.... 5} and that | hag indeed, Whit. 
I was amongſt you.entertained,and aflerted. many. principles contrary to.truth, 
and ſaid , that. the Scriptures of truth were a blinde to ſouls, and one of. the greateſt 
plagues. of the land, (which 1 have,and, utrerly do-deny,)And ſuppoſe it were 
granted an error, anda very great ſin ſo.to ſay and affirm, yer was not all this 
donein your meeting, whilſt Ll was one and amongſt you? and nor then re-. 
proved nar gain ſayed. And was it not then time for all that feared #he Lord, 
and loved the truth ro depart our of fuch an Aſſembly, in which ſuch-things, 
are permitted to be enrertained and publiſhed without rebuke ? Was there 
any ſafery in being ene with ſuch an Harlot,though ſhe call her {elf a Church? 
And are not theſe chings ſpots, whilſt the true Church of Chriſt, which is his 


glorious body, is without ſpot ar wrinckle ? Surely,little cauſe have any who know: ' 


' the:truth, and love and believe in the light, ro be grieved or ſad'ned, that 
any be drawn-from ſuch an AJembly; and happy for me was the day, in which: 


the light manifeſted you,. and from amongſt you ſeparated me, to another 


people, where no ſuch-principles are entertained, nor permitted to be ven- 
red. And for mine own-part, L do freely declare to all the world, that ſince, 
by wc power of the good ſhepherd, | was gathered from amongſt you, Iam: 
fan from entertajning or uttering any ſuch things * bur do dearly own. the: 
Scriptures of. truth, as given by. inſpiration, and ſee them of great uſe and., 
ſervice, And if I received and entertained ſuch principles, contrary to truth, 
amongſt you, with you Ialſolefr chem, ro whom the- Scripture is of lirtle- 
uſe, more then to talk of, and trade-with for an advantage 3 and by wreſting: 
and-corrupting the ſame, make uſe of it as a-veil to cover yout deceipt and 
filchineſs,. but the life thereof do nat witneſs, | 
But Lhavenot yer done with. your teſtimony, in pag. 13. where ye ſay, 
ye-inſert your admonition verbatim. Ye charge me wich aflerting in the Church, 
do@rines contrary to truth, one of which is, thac the Scriptures are not the 
Word of. Gad,. and every tittle of this, ye ſay ye have proved ; notwithſtan- 
ding,ye have not proved.any thing:of ir to be true, bur only ask if 1did norar: 
a meetingat the. Red-lodgein-rhe Garden-houſe,before near twenty people ſay 
ſo? one of youbeing by, &c. Truly the Harlors fore-head is very hard, ifat 
this ſhe do nor-bluſh : What. /' Lay a general charge,and.ſay ye will prove,and 
have-proved-every. title, and yet canſay nothing, bur ask me if ir were- not 
ſo. Andin pag.12.% 1.3. ye lay this thing to-be aſſerted in the Church, andſay 
ye will prove every-tittle,, and now azk. me if I did not.ſpeak. it ar che Red-lodge 
in the Garden-hnuſe, which was ar a mecting of thoſe ye call:miſerable delus 
ded people, who arc wandringas ye ſay, in the-dark. At which time ſay. ye; 
one of us was by. Sa then, by your own confeſſion, ejther thoſe ye call mi- 
ſerable deluded people, wha are wandring in the dark, muſt be the Church; 
or elſe ye a company of lyars. And let me tell you, theſe things are nor on- 
ly zquivocations. and, mental reſervations, of which ye ſpeak, but down- 
right lying and deceit, And becauſe I atked where the Scripture called it 
ſelf the Word of. God, yeſay, for anſwer, ye ſhall give me four plain. places/inv 
flead of mary z, three of which places:have nor theſe expreſſions in them, viz. 
the Word of God, muchleſs thar the Scriptures calls it ſelf ſoz and the fourth 
place faith, for /aying aſide the commandements of God, ye hold the traditions of 
* enen,and full well ye rejef the commendement of God,that ye may keep your _ tr4- 
Itions ; 
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ditions; and again, making the Word of God of none eyezt thorough your traditions* 
Now although in this Scripture, _ the Word of God is mentioned, yet doth 
the Scripture therefore call ir ſelf the Word of God ? Or rather do nor ye 
manifeſt your ſelves to be thoſe that doerre, not knowing the Scriptures nor the 
Word of God, which was before the Scripture was written, and from which 
the Scriptures were given forth, who through your own traditions, and the 
traditions of other men, do go about ro make the powerful Word of God (by 
which all things were made, and forever ate upheld.) of none effet, And 
therefore ye ſay, whar ſhall we go to light a candle to the Sun? Have not many 
5udicious and godly Writers proved that the Scriptures are the Word of God? To 
which I reply, Many men have both ſaid and written ir, from whoſe traditi- 
ons, not from the Scriprures, ye have received it 3 andamongſt others,thoſe 
ye call Popes, Papifts, Prieſts and Jeſuits as well as other ignorant and unlear- 
ned men, who wreſt the Scriptures as ye do, have aflerred, and dv affirm-ir, 
and in their printed books called Catechiſms, and Chriſtian dedrine,have laid 
it down as principles and fundamentals (as they as wellas you call. ic) to be: 
learned of all good Chriſtians ; in which ye may find alſo the grouud.of your 
words.myſtical body, Sacraments, and ſome of thar ye call inſticurions, and: 
mof}, if not all, your invented and carnal cbſervations uſed in- and abour the. 


worſhip. of your God, for which no ground being in the Scripture, ye and o»« - 


thers have by tradition received it from the Popes, Cardinals and Prieſts, and- 
other Heathens that know not God. Bur thoſe that knew and miniſtred: of 
the Word of. God, which-was not a deadletter, bur quick and-powerful,com- 
manded that men ſhould not ſay, Who ſhall aſcend into heaven to fetch Chriſt from 
above, (oc. for the word of faith, which they.preached, was nigh-even in the mouth, 
and in the heart. And this is that which againſt your ſelves ye have reje&ed 
that ye may. hold your awn-and other mens traditions, received-as- aforeſaid, 


and.ſo do bear the character of thoſe wicked: men,, of which ye ſpeak, that 


caſt the Word of God behind their backs, who hate. to be reformed thereby. 

And fo having in-your blind. minds,. without the fear of God, rambled:tho- 
rough what ye hadro ſay; in pretence of. proof of. that ye call: your. admoni- 
tion, which indeed is bur ſtudied 4acuſations,. and: fromthe father. of lyes, 
and invented by. his inſtruments.amongſt you, as before I ſaid, Ia the cloſe 
ye ſav, Te have proved every:tittle to be true and clear, ſothat ye are no lyars nor 
falſe accuſers, but muſt-tarn that back again.upen me, profeſſing to all the world Ihave 
wronged you in what I have written, 

To which I reply,.I wiſh ye had been found innocent before the Lord, 
and. both true, and clear, and no lyars nor falſe accuſers, then I needed not ſa 
to.have ſpoken; but inſtead thereof, ye are found more and more guilty, ad 
ding iniquity.to iniquity 3. ſo-that were:it needful, I could:reckon up many 
more of the lies, ſanders, and falſe accuſations,, af which:ye ſtand guilcy:.To 
cloſe rhis particular, for I profeſs to all the world, ye: are become ſuch a.Sy- 
yagogue, and Cage of falle,lying, and deceitful ſpirits, rhat.ro my. remem+ 
brance, 1 never met with the like, noc did believe was to.be found unon the 
earth, under the title of aſeparaced Congregatiou, of whom the Pariſh AG 
ſemblies may ſay(as ye ſay they will) they were better to remain as they.are, 
then come amongſt yous except they intend robe made, twofold more the.chil- 
aren of hell then they. are already, for inſtead. of proving your ſelves nolyars 


nor 


nor falſe accuſers, and the things ye charged me withal to be true” and ear ; Led 
how clearly and truly are ye proved (yea have proved your ſelves) by many fog 
degrees, greater lyars then before 3 fo-thar what is juſtly charged upon you, | 
and ſaid of you, in thc 5kirts of the whore, ſtands over your heads, in that au- 
thority and power of truth, char ye ſhall never be able toreturn ir back, nor 
free your ſelves of it, for ir is your portion, and ye muſt bear ir; and lahou- 
ring toacquir your ſelves, beipg guiltie, ye have brought upon your head,much 
more of the ſame righteous judgement, ſo that, notwithſtanding all your 
conſulcations with all thoſe lying ſpirits, ro which ye have given heed, for 
whoſe entertainment in your myſtical windie humour'd bodie ye plead, the #4 
better to recover your veil, and hide your ſhame, yer is your vail removed, 
your covering ript off, and your ſhame manifeſt. d more then before,and your 
ſelves in your im-ginations confounded, which from God is the portion of 
thoſe that hate the light, and bring not their deeds thereto, 

In pages, 18, 19. 1 find a parcel of deceitful ſtuft, ſcarce worth anſwering, 
yer can hardlie ler paſs ſomething without rcbuke 3 I find you blaming me for 
flattering and commending my ſelf , as ye (ay, when our ſelves have publiſhed a whole 
book, , moſtly to vindicate, flatter and commend your ſelves, and one anothor in your e- | 
vil wayes, till your iniquity is found out to be abhorred: Why had ye not caſt the '4 


beam out of your own eyet, before ye had meddled with niotes in mine, and fy 
better conſidered the Scripture ye mention, viz Let another man praiſe thee, and L 
nor thy own lips. Agiin ye ſay, Amaziah was not blamed for the good he did, but q 
becauſe he did it not with a jerfe# hearr, & yer your ſelves ſpeak contemptucuſly | 
of perfeion, and thoſe that labour to atrain ir. Ye ſay, ye knew my ſpirit, 'f 


and what I did pretend to, and obſerved my groſs miſtake, but were not willing to of- 
fend me, &c. which is deceit and hypocrifie, for the true Church cant bear 
them that are evil, hut teſtifies againſt them. And whereas I had ſaid, the 
knowledge ye had of Chriſt, ſhall profir you nothing, and that your habirati- 
' on was in deceipt, and thorovgh deceit ye refuſe tro know the Lord, &c. Ye 1 
ſay, in this thing ye did not violently oppoſe 3 and then its like ye confeſs ir, as p 
knowing it was the truth, and why ew had ye not repented. Ye ſay, ſome 
of you did often tell me, that your comfort sſtood not ſo much in a knowing, as in an 
acknowledgement of Chriſt to be, that which he is ſaid to be in the Scriptures, and 
that ye own no other knowing of Chriſt, then underſtandingly to know him in his perſon " 
without you. &c. which is the ſum of moſt of the 19. page, And fo have de- 
clared, and clearly manifeſted the ground and foundation of all your Religi- 
on, comforts, joy and peace, to be one and the ſame with the foun- 
dation of the Religion of the Pope, Jeſuits, drunkards, ſwearers, prophane, © 
ignorant and ſuperſtitious people of the world, namely, an acknowledgement ' Wh; 
of Chriſt withour you, to be chat which he is ſaid to be in the Scriptures : | 
And fa the devils in this particular excel you, who did not only acknowledge 
him, but knew him, -who he was, Jeſus the Son of God. And (concerning the 
Miniſters of Chriſt, which thoſe of your litcral profeffion, oppoſed. and per- 
ſecuted_J cryed our, theſe are the ſervants of the moſt high God. Burt the comforr, 
Joy and peace cf the children of light, ſtands not in your ground of general 
acknowledgement of Chriſt without them, to he what the Scriprures de- 
clare higa tobe, bur in a particular knowledge of him, as by the ſpirit of ho» 
lineſs he is revealed within them, whereby they come ro witneſs him the 
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(37 
Son of God, with power by the reſurre&ion from the dead; and fo Paul 
knew him, and ſo to know him, was, and is eternal life, and witneſſed fo ro be, 
by thoſe to whom he is ſo revealed © Bur this is a myſteriz, hid and unknown 


to all that lie in the death, and never come ro witneſs the firſt reſurreRion,. 


bt declare the ground of their comforts to ſtand in thar in which che wick- 
&d of the world, with them are one. And this is not to flight and nullifie that 
glorious perſon in heaven, as ye fallelie ſay many of our way do, ſcofting and 
jeering at you, for ſpeaking of the perſon of Chriſt, and thinking to be ſa- 
ved by the blood of him thar dyed at Jeruſalem, which is but your falſe accu + 
ſations and ſlanders, and proceed; from the ſame fountain and ſpirir of envy 
and wickednefs, as Ralph Farmers bundles of lies did, in which he and yeare 
one, and at an agreement for ſcoffing and jeering, lying, and falſe accuſing, 
being the works of darkneſs, in which your generation are exetciſed, is deny- 
ed by all that vvalk in the light, vvhich is our vvay, and the vvay everlaſting, 
Bur to declare againſt your follie, and your thiakings to be ſaved by the ac- 
knovvledging of Chriſt vvithourt ye Cwhilſt of him and his life, ye ate igno- 
rant, living in wickedneſs, lying, hypocrifie and deceipr, hating the Jight, and 
erring from the Tight way) is no error, but love to your ſouls, who pretend 


honour to the perſon (bur hare the light) of Chriſt, and know not his Goſ-. 
po which is the power of God, nor his way, which is everlaſting, and lives; nor. 
1 


is Ordinances which are living, ſpiritual and true, not traditional, invented, 
and carnal : The confideraticn of which, together with che lying ſpirits, to 
which ye give heed, might juſtly cauſe you to mind whether ye are not thoſe. 
that ſtumble at Chriſt rhe corner ſtone, and do cauſe others to ſtumble ar 


him, who is now come, and witneſled in life power and ſpirit 3 and. living . 


demonſtrations thereof are given and manifeſted in thouſands, who by expe- 


rience have known and felt che dove-like ſpirit of Chriſt, of which ye ſpeak, . 


thoug' both to you and others, who live in eavie, murthering che juſt, and 
betraying the innocent, pretending honour to che name, but hati.g the lighe, 
and perſecu:ing the power of Chiift. This is hid, and ye ſay, ye will nat be- 
lieve 1c, 


And if thoſe that owned and ſeem to honour the Scripture, in which Moſes. 


wrote of Chriſt, did not believe,but crucified him, when in flcſh he was made 
manifeſt, no marvel then if ye do nor believe, who call the verie words of 
Scripture (in which to you I ſpake, page 2!«of my former book) ſtrange and 
unchriſtian expreſſions, ſurelie ye are ſtrangelie erred from the way of truth, 
and true wiſdom, who live in ſuch confuſion and deceit, one while calling the 


Scriptures the Word of God, and rule of life, when by wreſting it ye can- 


ſerve you, luſtsz bur when by it ye are reproved for your wickednels, then ye 
call it ſtrange and unchriſtian expreſſions, and ſay, The Lord rebuke your railing, as 


if rhe Scripture, which ye term the Word of God and Rule of life, were rail-. 


ing, and the Prophets, and holy men of God, which gave it forth, were railers, 
becauſe it bears true teſtimonie againſt your wicked wayes, as well-as others, 
for the words I mentioned are. recorded, 1ſa. 57. 4. Pſal. 3.1,2, &c. and-in 
ay other Scriptures, as the Reader will perceive, that reads my former 
ook. : 
Bur ye (ay, its eafre to b2ap up goed words right or wrong : Alas poor blind peo- 


ple, by what blind guides are,ye led ?1s it ſtrange and unchriſtian expreſſion*, 
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and yet goed vverds ? Are they good vvords, and yet vyrong * What exceed- 
ing confuſion are the children of darkneffe brought into, in this day of the 
Lords nh , in vyhich lighris riſen eut ef obſcuritie, and the Lords glory 

cared, Cc. 
wy pag. 21. Ye fay , Though ſome of our way have ſhouted, and cryed Hoſannah, 
holy. holy, King of Iſrael to Jawes Nayler,@c. : 

To which I reply, When will ye he weary of lying and falſe accufing,which 
is the work of the Devill ; for none of our way ever fa cried to any man : Bur 
that which is our way, is rhe truth, and the life, and is everlaſting, the lighr 
and life of men , from which whoſoever turns aſide, forſakes the right way, 
and turns to lying vanities, as ſome in this day of the Lords viſitation have 
done, who muſt bear their burtheu. Bur ye are eafily ſeen of what generation 
yeare, Who watch for an occaſion to ſpeak evill of che way of Truth, and the 
Saints, and Children of light , who in the fear of the Lord dowalk , and in 
his Councell abide, which to you is not known , who are glad with an ad- 
vantage by any means to ſpeak evill of the way of Truth, and the people,who 
(being gathered jnto it) are for its ſake become ſtrangers in the earth, and 
to their familiar friends , aad aliens to their morhers ſons, as all their fathers 
were. But in this again are ye and Ralph Farmer one 3 and by one and the 
ſame ſpiritare ye guided, to whom itis known, that thoſe thar cried as afore- 
ſaid, are not of our way , but denied and witneſſed againſt before ever they 

did thoſe ations. Bur if ſhould go about to gather up the ations aud ex- 
prefſions, contrary to truth, which 1 have known and heard paſſe from ſome 
of your vvay ('whichis a very broad way) how abominable filthy would it ap- 
pear.Bnt I forbear,farther rhen it way be for your advantage. Yer let me aske, 
ifnone of your way which is the broad vvay,leading to deſtruFion,did tell me 
it vvas the pride of Mordecais heart, that bovved not to Haman : And another, 
that the Rnlers and Elders had finned, if they had not crucified, or put Chriſt 
to death, becauſe they judged him a blaſphemer. And another, that the Pope 
and Jeſuits do believe in Chriſt- Bur this 1 caſt nor upon you,vvhom | knovy 
not particularly guilty ; bur that ye may fee the unjuſtneſle of your ovvn ac- 
cuſarions, and that rhe guilty ones may ſee ir and be aſhamed, 

Ye fall a vvondring at my ſhameleſneſle, as ye call it, in mentioning, that 
ſome of you did beate in your meetings , like the enemies of Chriſt in the ſynagogues, 
And fay, yee will declare to all the world the truth of tbis ſtory. 

To vvhich I ſay, if ye can at laſt declare ruth, it's vvell,and fit ye had done 
itſooner : But ye tell hovy Sathan hath raged at your vyomens praying, in 
vyhich irs like ye miſtake, and that it vvas the vvieneiſe of God thar ftrives 
againſt your hypocriſie , as it did of old againſt your fathers , vvhen their 
vvaies vvere Ccrrupt before the Lord ; And vyoe unto you, vyhen it ſhall ſtrive 
no more. 

Ye ſav, Two wretched women came ruſhing into the roome , one of which had been 
en 01d Ranter, the other a late member of this Church, Whereas they had been one 
as much a member vvich you, as the other, and neither are Ranters, bur in To- 
berneſle do vyalk, and ſo-came into your meeting ; and; as ye fay, told you, 
the prayers of the wicked is anabhomination to the L11d : With vehich you vvere 
diſturbed, and the Woman forced to give over. 

+ reply; Its like then there was power in what was ſpoken, and its mani- 


feſt 


es  —————_— Soon ie es 0-57 2. ery > orange” 
——— —_ ' p RE 22m jo 8 ME aa "Dh 


pats (39) —_ PSs 
{cſ the very words of the Scripture are your diſturbance. And therefore, bke 
ghe Gadereng who in this. ae your parrern, ye deſired as ye ſay , theſe diſturb: 
ers to depart. your room ( as they did, Chriſt. to depart their Coaſts : ) Bu 
when they deparred nor, ye exceeded your pattern, as ye your ſclves confels, 
and would have put them ont C its ike ) by force, which ye ſay is all the 
beating and occaſion of ic : Whichis an abſolute lie , for down the ſtairs yee 
would have thrown them, as your fathers would have thrown Chriſt down 
the brow- of the hill, which to do ye did atrempr, haling, bearing, and pinch- 
ing them till rheir bc dies were ſore, in which your marks they did bear a long 
rime after : $0 that here appears no truth nor ancient godlincfle, bur the con* 
trary iu them thar did ir, and this wickednefle do I not juſtifie, being c.ndem- 
ned by the light, to which ir is abhomination , and a more wicked thing than 
for two ſober women to come ſoberly into your meeting, and declare amongſt 
you the truth ; whether ye hear or fort ear. 

In page 23. ye endeavour the beſt you can to veile your ſelves from the 
roak of truth, contained in Pſaſm 83. and in the Propheſic of 0badiah. Bur 
all in vain, for itis your portion, and ye muſt bear itz from him who with 
righteouſneſſe doth judge the poor ; and your demanding what grofle darkueſs 
is upon my minde , that 7 ſhould be crying out againſt you that are innocent, 
will not veile you. Nay, notwithſtanding ye demand again, whether LI be not 
joyned with all the Papiſts, Atheiſts, Ranters, ard all the ungodly rabble of 
the world, in thi: one great deſigne of the Devil, to break in pieces the Chur- 
ches of Chriſt, &c. And then mention under che name of Anabapriſts, Inde- 
pendent, SeQaries, Schiſmaticks, cc. i, 

To which [ anſwer, nay, wich the Harlor I am not joyned , for then muſt I 
be nne body with you. Bur from a:nong you all am I ſeparated by the power 
of rhe Lord, to witneſle his preſence, And therefore your ſelves, with all Pa» 
piſts, Atheiſts, Ranrers, and ungodly rabble of rhe world, who in the great de- 
ſigne of the Devill are joyned, to hate the hight, and perſecure and oppoſe tlie 
life & powerof God.do I deny, and ſtazd a witneſle againſt. And although ye 
are the many-headed Beaſt in divers forms, ſe&s and opinions, under the 
name of Papiſts , Acheifts, Independenr:, Anabaptiſts, &c. and upon a like 
g: ound precend tO Chriſts perion, Goſpel, and Ordinances, as. before I ſaid, 
and with one mouth, and with one ſhoulder, cry cut againſt . and oppoſe his 
light and living preſence, for which ye aſſociate and take counſel] together of 
one and the ſaine lying ſpirir, yet ye muſt be broken, and as a new threſhaig 
inſtrument is the Lord making the worm Facob, ro threſh your mountains, 
as chaftc, and your little hills as duſt 2 And the day of your diſtrefle and viſita= 
rion is bzgun , in which all char ſce you ſhall wag rhe head , who with the 
moſt em!:1rtered enemies are joyned againſt the light and life of God, and 
with Atheiſts, Drunkards, and prophane perſons, who live in ſcoffing , ſcorn- 
ing, reproaching, and deriding, in ſlandering, falſhood and lies, dn yeatlems 
ble, teaching che wicked of rhe world your wayes, 2nd the Children rhat 
have nor unde;ſtanding, to blaſpheme che light, and living way.to the Father, 
which is your own ternraed. 

Bur can ye be haneſt..and own what ye ſav, and novv flie from it ? If ſo,then 
1 demand, 1: ir indeed the great defigne of the Devil,-to break in pieces the © 
Congregatious in England, under the names of Independents, Ana5qptiſts, Sefta- 
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ries, Ec. as ye pretend'itis'? Tfnay, then are yefalfe and deceittuii in whar 
ye have written - If yea, then is there a falſe Propher, and Miniſter of Satan 
to be found amongſt you, in whoſe month he hath been a lying ſpirit,to which 
ye ought to give no longer heed. For Robert Purnell, in his book entitled, 
Good newes to ſinners, gieat joy to Saints, declares the contrary. And in pag. 65. 
underrakes to be a Prophet, and ſaith, 4 few words by way of prophefie of the 
downfall of Presbytery, Indegendency, Anabaptiſme, (xc. And then he calls upon 
all rhe ſervants of the moſt kigh and mighty Gcd , heirs of promiſe , and 1ons 
of Zion to look for great alterations and changes, and to ſee what defolations 
God will make in the earth, and ſor nothing bur the Lord co be revealed from 
heaven, which ſaith he will be mighty in his diſpenſations, exceedirg gloricus _ 
jn his revelation, and ſirong and powerfull in his operation, and will bring to 
paſle his determinations , and defroy in this mountain the face of the cover- 
ing caſt over all people, and the veile that is Ipread over all Nations 3 which 
vetile he ſaith, is knowing Chriſt and Chriflians after the tleſh , which Pau/ did 
not do, after his eyes were opened , &c. Ando he goes on to manifeſt how 
| | Presbyterians, Independents, Anabaptiſts, &c. are all vailed with the ſame veile, 
r | And therefcre ſaith he, whar I fay ro one Se, I ſay to all, ye ſhall ſpeedily 
| receive a totall rout. Tee have gathered your ſelte © together, but ye ſhall be ſcatter- 
ed, yea yee ſhall be broken in pieces. Yeall have hujilt your outward houſe of ex- . | 
ternall diſcipline upon the ſand, and it mvſt fall , becauſe it is not grounded 
upon the Rock Clift. Ye have made your communion the greund of your | 
| union, and rhat muſt fall, becauſe ir is not the Lords, but mans building : And 
3 himſeife purs the queſtion how he knew Presbytery, Independency, Anabaptiſme, 
| and the reſt of the Seas ruſt down, and anſwers, if Abraham by faith did ſee 
$4 the day of Chriſt coming in the fleſh many years before he came, why may not 
I (faith he) and others ſee the day ofChriſt coming in the ſpirit (to deſtroy 
4 all fleſhly forms) ſome few years before ir be finiſhed : And again faith he, [ 
have by faith ſeen all rheſe opinions fall, and have heard trom many others, x” 
that they have ſeen them fall alſo, Therefore that whici: I have heard and feen - 
| declare I unto you, that ye might have fellowſhip with the father and the ſon in the 
ſpirit 3 for then, ſaich he, and not 1ill then ye will give over ſaying, as in effe& 
ye do, | amoef Paul, I am of Apollo, Then ye will not ſo much cry up the 
forme, bur endeavour the power of godlineſſe. Theſe with many mare, are his = | 
words, as the Reader may ſee in his forcſaid book. | 
Now therefore, if it be trve, thart all theſe formes are fleſhly, and are not | 
| builr upon the Rock Chriſt , but upon the ſand, are noc the Lords, bur mens | 
& | building, and therefore wuſt fall, and be broken ro pieces, and ſcattered,ard 
F | ſpeedily receizea torall rout, And that he by faith hach ſeen ir all fall; and - 
hath both heard and ſeen what he declared, that is to ſav, Chriſt Jeſus com- : 
ing in ſpirit to deſtroy them, that people might have fellowſhip with the Fa- | 
ther and the Son in the Spirit. Then are Robert Parnell and you found dire- 
Aly in the ſteps and practice of your Fathers, the Scribes and Phariſees , who 
: Cwhen Chriſt came in the ticth , according to the Prophecies that went be- | | 
fore) ſaid, It was the Devil a blaſphemer, a f11end to publicans and ſinners, &c. . For | 
ye, now thar Chriſt in ſpirir, in life and power , is appeared, mighty in diſpen- | 
ſations, glorious in reveJation,and very ſirong and powerſull in operation, ma- ] 
king great alterations , changes and deſolations in the earth, and revealing 
SS. | himſelfe 
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himſelf from heaven, breaking down and ſcattering whar he hath not built, 
nor gathered; deſtroying and breaking in pieces thoſe. Forms and Sedts of 
yours, which he ſaith are fleſhly, not buile by the Lord but men; not upon the 
Rock, bur upon the ſand, and ſpeedily receives a total rout, &c. I fay , ſince 
Chriſt is chus appeared againſt all rhoſe Forms, rhar his people may have fel- 
lowſhip wich che Father and the Son, in the ſpirit, and not cry up the Form, 
but end2avour to know the power of godlineſs, according ro rhe very words 
himſel{ hath ſaid 3 both Robert Purnel and you agree to call ir the deſign of 
the Devil, asking if I be not joined wirh all the Papiſts, Atheiſts, Ranters, 
and ungodly rabble of the world, in this one great deſign of the Devil, ro 
break in pizces che Churches of Chriſt? And ſay, hath ir not been the at- 
tempt of one power after another, to rent, break. and ſcatrer the Congrega- 
tions in England, under the names of Independents, Anabapriſts, ScQaries, 
&c? And hathany party gone fo far in this wicked praQice as you, &c ? Nay, 
ſay you, was there ever any partizin England, or the Nations adjacent, that 
have offered the like violence to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt,his perſon,in his Word, 
in his Goſpel, his Ordinances, his Sainrs, his wayes, &c. as ycu and your partie 
have done, &c ? Notwithſtanding it be the very thing (and no other) which 
he in his ſaid Book faith, By fait» be ſaw Chriſt in ſpirit, coming to perform, a 
few years before it was finiſhed ; which few years, its like are now accom* 
pl:ſhed, it being about eight years ſince the ſaid Book was publiſhed 3. ſo then 
that which Chriſt cometh in ſpirit to perform, ye call the great deſign of 
the Devil, and a wicked pratice, and thoſe who with Chriſt in his work are 
joined, bringing to paſs his dererminarions, ye ſay are joined wirh Papiſts, A- 
thieſts, Ranrers, and the ungod]y rabble of the world. 

Bur why do Robert Parnell & you now call Independent, ind baptized Afſ m- 
blies the Churches of Chriſt, when he had before declared them fleſhly 
Forms and Seas, not built by rhe Lord upon the rock, but by men, upon the 
ſand, and muſt fall, and be broken, and ſcattered, and receive a total rout ; 
and chat he ſaw Chriſt in ſpirit, coming ro deſtroy them, that bis people , 
might have fellowſhip with the Father and rhe Son by the Spirit; and that 
what he declared, he had both heard and ſeen , manifeſting roall the world 
Cagainſt your wills) thar that which ye call and cry up as the Churches of 
Chriſt, and Aſſemblies of Zion, are indeed bue fleſhly Forms and Secs, not 
built by the Lord, upon the Rock Chriſt , bur by themſelves, upon the 
ſands, which Chiiſt comes in ſpirit co deſtroy, and therefore muſt fall and be 
broken, ronted and ſcattered : and that notwithſtanding among your ſelves it 
i; known and manifeſted to be ſo, by.a ſpicit of faich (as R. P.ſayes J by which 
it was ſeen; Tet yehold the truth in unrighteouſneſs, and do erre from the ſpirit, 
elſe might ye know, rhat'the Churches of Chriſt, which are in God the Fa- 
ther, are not fleſhly Forms and Sets, like yours, bur is a [þiritual houſe, an holy 
habitation for Ged, by whom 1t is built upon the rock of ages, the ſoundation of the 
Prophets and Apoſtles, Chriſt being the corner-ſtone, aga:nſt which all the gates of 
Hell, and powers of darkneſs, (hall never prevail, to break, [eatter, deſtroy, or cauje 

.to fal', but as mount Zen ſhall ir ſtand, and a burthenſom ſtone ſhall ir be, 
againſt all fleſhly Forms and Sets rhar fight againſt ir, in this day of the 
Lords appearing in che power and glory of his ſpirit, to break in pieces, ſcat- 
ter and deſtroy all your tieſhly Forms and Sets which he nevec built upon the 
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Rock ;bnt your ſelves have-buile npon+ the fatds. md 'foMethb Churenes of 
Chrift, bur rhe ſirong holds of -Satan, in which he having blinded their aiinds; 
*keeps his goods w prace, and under: prerence of beating up 'the 'form, 'the 
:power of  godlinefs, is rhcre denyed and nor known. Bur the Gdefires of the 
fi-fh and of rhe mind, are there ſerved equally as among orlier people, and 
this 1 do ſce and know, otherwiſe had I nor dcclared it unco vou. Ant fo in- 
* to the pit thar ye have digged are ye fallen, and in the works of your own 
.hands are ye ſaared ; and nor [, bur ye ace found joined with the ungodly rab* 
ble ye mention, ia chegrear defign of the Devil, oppoſing rhe cruth, blaſphe- 
-ming and offcriog violence ro the Lord Jeſus-Chrift 3; and well may Irerturn 
your yain words into your boſoms, and#fay, 4b pour deceived people, 'what greſs 
darkneſs bath now ſeized upon your minds? Where ar: your eyes, Cand may add 
what biind guide hath miſlel, and bewitcht you , thi' ye ſhould be crying vut againſt 
mes'for that in which I 1m inzocent, and your ſelves ſo notoriouſly found to pratlice ? 
And this from amongſt your'fclves,' and our cf Robert Puinels mouth are ye 
- judged. | | 
Burif what Robert Parncl hatch ſaid be nor true, bur a lying fpicit hath let 
{im, 'and thar by faich he'did not ſee Chriſt in ſpirir,' coming to deſtroy the 
fleſhly Forms of Independency, Anabapriſin, and other Sefs there mentio* 
ned. and ſo declared a falſe viſion, which he neirher heard nor ſaw ;z notwith « 
Nanding he ſaich, he had heard and ſeen it. Then is Robert Purnel a lyar, a 
falſe Propher,a decei ver, that cauſech the people to erre,by his lies and by his 
lighrncf:,and his fairh, by which he ſaw is vain.and he to the true faith found . 
Teprobate,and the reward of a falſe Propher muſt he receive, that hath ſeen 
vain viſions, and ſpoken lying divinations, Ezek. 13.8,9. Becauſe ye have ſpoken 
fanity, and ſeen [ye -, therefore behold, I am againſt you , ſaith the Lord God; and 
'mine hand ſh:ll be upon the Prophets, that ſee vanity, and divine lyes, they ſhall 'nct 
be in the Aſſembly of my people. neither (ball they be written in the writing of the 
hou,e of T' ae!, And his Cabinet richly ſtored, in which he proclaims a remes 
dy for every mulady, anda icady way to attain ſalvation, as 1s ſaid; its like, is 
filled with deceit, and all'kind of venemous filthy ſtuff, ſuch as comes out'of 
the mouchof the falſe Propier, the dreamer that ſpeaks a viſion of his 6vvn 
hearr, and nor from the month of che Lord, and therefore e res in viſton, and 
ftumbles in judgement, vvhich rvhoſ5ever believes and follovvs, is like to firid 
the ready vvay to dcftruttion. and nor ro ſalvation, of vyhich ler all people 
bevvare ; and fince you proclaim your ſelves an Aſſembly of the Lords peo- 
ple, ad boait of your obcdience ro all his Commandecments and Ordinances 
vvritten'as you fay in his Word, an4 chat your tect hata held irs ſteps, and nor 
pone back'from rhe Lord,nor declined the Commandments of his mouth, 
and tell of your readincfs to deal vvith them thac are evil, &c 
Y-u are charged every particular of you tolook roir, and approve your 
ſelves fairhful and obedient co vvhat is vv: irten, and as you intend ro anſyyer 
before the Lord D: cliae not the Commandements of his mouth, vvho hath 
faid, Woe'to the fooliſþ Prophers that follow their own ſpirits, they have ſeen vanity 
and iying dtvinations, ſaying, the Lord faith, and the Lord hath not jent them, gyc; 
Becau'e ye have ſpoken vanity, and (een tyes, therefore beho!d I am ag4inſt you, ſaith the 
Lord God, and 'iny hand jhail be againjt the Prophets that te varity, and devire lyes, 
they ſÞ4.1* not be in the Aſembl.es of my people, neither ſhall they be written in the 
. writings 
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oritings.of the houſe of Iſrael; F:2&k. 13; Novvif Ribert:Purntts -Propheſic 
aforeſaid be not true, bura 13 ing divination and a vain vifion,then is he by ag. 
exxreſ: Commandment of the Lerd not to bein the aſtemblies of the Lords 
cople z and therefore look to it, be not deceitful nor falſe in what your 
ſelves have publiſhes, for ia it you will be obſerved, and your obedience and 
faithſulneſs ro what you fay is your Rule, will be cryed, and if youare found 
falſe and treacherous, yeur iniquity will be marked, for you have made your 
ſclves publick,and muſt be manifeſted.ard remember you are warned of it in 
timez and Rotert Purnel is adviſed to conſider it, and repent throughly, if 
place fcr repentance to the /alfſe Prophet may be found: and with ſhame and 
conſuſjon let him manifeſt rhe ame, owning his jufi condemnation for ſo 
heriible a tranſgreſſion. Bur if his ſaid Prophefie be rrue, and Independen- 
cy and Anabaptiſm ſo called, rogerher with other rhings there mentioned, 
be bur fleſhly Forms and Se&s not bujlr by the Lord, but by men, not ppon 
tie Rock, bur upon the ſand, and char Chriſt is come, and coming in- ſpirir 
to deſtroy it, and thereiore muſt fall and be broken, as he decſares 3 then ler 
both Rolert Purnel, and every one of you look to jr, and repent in time of 
your horiible wickedneſs, in blaſpheming the work of Chriſt, which he in 
ſpirit i3 come to perform in this his mighty day, calling ir the great deſign of 
the devil, &c. otherwiſe the zuſt judgements of our Gcd (whom we ferve, 
who is the Creator cf the ends of the earth) ye cannot eſcape, who is near 


to berevealed from heaven, in power and great glory, taking vepgearce of 


all blaſphemers -and difobegdient one: -and will render tribulation «nd anguifÞ 
upon eery ſoul that doth-evi/; and in this am I ſeriouſly under ſence of. your 
ccndition, and therefore do warn ycu of theſe things, whether you will 


hear or forbear 3 and as for any other falſe Prophets and Deviners amongſt. . 


you to whom the myſteries of Gods Kingdom (which to the Saints: is-given 
to know ) is ner revealed nor opened, and ſo have ſeen nothing but vaniry 
and lying devinaticns revealed ; The Lezd hath ſaid, he is againſt them, and they 
ſhall not be in the Aſſem! bes of bis perpſez and it cencerns z ou to take notice. of 
it, lcaſt ycu manifeſt ycur ſelves to be thoſe that flatter with your mouths,and 
lye with your torgues when your hearts are not right with God, nor you ſted- 
faſt in his Covenants And your own wcrds ye may take to your ſelves, 0 
ſtand iill, ſmite upon your thighs, and b'uſb fer ſhame at what ye have done,for though 
many Harlots have plazed the harlor, yet thou exceleſt them all, who upon a l:ſty and 
high mourtain haſt ſet thy bed. and ſpeakeſt !oftily, and thar it is beneath thee to an» 


ſwer many 'hings contained inthe sirts of the Whore, fulfilling-the Scriptures; Pro. 


30.19. There is a generation, oh how lo- ty are their ezes, &c / | 
Bur the day of the Lord js dawned. in which the eyes cf the loſty muſt he 
humbled,and yeur lofty looks abaſed:Yea, the day of theLo:d 6; hoſts is uj on eve- 
ry one that # proud and lefty,and by him who ſhall be alone exalted in :his bis day;ſhalt 
all thrſe be brought down that dnell on high; ard bv the feet of the perr, and the 
ſteps of the needy is He treading down the liefiy Cirie to the greund. And 
with you have I no kindred,part,nor inheritance. who inherit lic: and falſhogd 


. and with it would be veiled. But a witneſs againſt both ir and you. I flard, 

and the harlots nakedne!s mit I diſcover, ard her advice to the contrary,is 
tcjeQed, becauſe it is her portion from the Lord z and by her. to have my nave 
: F. 3, <a 


EE I EIT 


A EEE re ee ne CEE 
. 


_ 


16 Sac 4 TOAST ; door WW % 
ES I” Hd es, Gat 
F; 
#8” . 
” Fu 


4 

pr Fohn 

: guilty of ſelves from rheir polluted worſhips. Beſides, one of the three ſaid , by fairh 
| 
g 


caſt out as evil for the Son of man: ſake, is a bleſſing, ar which 1 may rejoyce, 


and leap for joy. | 

And whereas ye wiſh me to take notice, that ye defire your three Meſſengers to 
anſwer for themſelves , that their ſaithf. neſſe may appeare, %c. This is a piece of 
deceiprt, like the reſt ; for Robert Purnell, Robert Simpſon, and Richard Moon, 
who were the three Meſſengers, to defire themſelves to anſwer, and preſently 
put.their hands to rheir own defires, with three more, two of which were ne- 
ver of the people with which I walked , and the other long fince removed his 
habitation near thirty miles diſtant, But however - being by themſelves 
deſired, becauſe they had none elſe, to defire ir of them, they like themſelves 
begin to an{wer, and after many vain and idle words, they fay they received 
their commiſſion from God, to this worke, and met together, and conſide- 
red the particulars, of which they were to admoniſh their backſlidden Bre- 
thren and Siſters. | 


; Reply, Here they blaſpheme the holy and dreadful name of Gnd, by entitu- 


lingir co their lies and ſlanders, who never gave commiſſion to falſe Prophers, 
lyars and Nanderers, to admoniſh any ofhis, bur reproved ſuch, ſaying, They 
Tun, and [ ſent them not , therefore they ſhall not profit the people : And fo it is with 
you, 

But from what did your brethren and fiſters, as ye call them, backflide more. 
than from ycur deceitfull wayes and praQices , which to God are abhomin3- 
ble+? If ye ſay, it is from your outward ſelilewſhips, wayes, and _— + Then. 
the Parſhes, from which ye have ſeparated your ſelves have the ſame thing to 
admoniſh you of: And ye juſtifie thoſe filthy polluted Prieſts,who caſt oor the 
names or perſons of ſome from amoneſt them , becauſe rhey ſeparated them- 


he ſaw the downfall of all theſe Sets and Ferms, and that ir was not of Gods 
building, and that he ſaw Chriſt cowing in ſpirit to deſtroy it : And then how 
is it that ye are not aſhamed to ſay ,. that to get out of that which God never 
built, is backſliding £ And that God gave you a commiſsion to a1lmoniſh any 
for departing ont of thar vyhich Chriſt in ſpirit came to deſtroy. Bur your 
God (vvho is the God of the vvorld_)that gave you ſuch a commiſſion, and put 
you upon th<ſe vvorks of vvickedneſle is denied, together vvith your ſelves, 
yvho his Commiſſioners are, vvith all your prerended admonitions inventions 
and deceitfull ſtuffe, vvhictr to the children of light are mazifeſt, and ſeen to 
be as light as vanitie. 

Thev ſay, They knew much themſe 'ves, and what they knew not, they were fully ſa- 
tisfied by the mouths of many faithfull and true witneſſes. 

Reply. Where were they found ? in many particulars, fithence ye are alrea- 
dy proved an unfairhfull company of lyars and deceitful workers. _ 

They ſavy In the name of the Lord, and m obedience to his command, and in a filial 
feare to Ged, love andpity to our ſouls, they did admoniſh, $c. 

Reply Did they know the name of the Lord, which is dreadfull ro all de- 


- ceivets; falſe prophets, and hypocrites, they wovld not dare to vame it, whiles 


they live in iniquity 3 bur out of his name are ye all ſhur, and have nc ow 
on in that which is a ſtrong tower, to which the righteous run, and are faved, 


Who for your rebellion and diſobedience againſt his name ( who live out 
of his feare) which is the light of the world, are by the light judged mg _ 
7 - emned, 
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C43) | 
demned, who in your vaine mindes talk of love and pirty to foules, bur never 
came to witneſſe the living ſoul, nor the quickning ſpirir, where the true love 
and pity comes to be witneſlcd. : ; 
Bur did your three Meſſengers in the name, and in the fear, and in obedi- 
ence to the Lord admoniſh ? How then came ir to paſle, thar they came to a 
near relation of mine, and told her, in the name of the Lord, &c they were ſent 
to admoniſh her alſo of ſomething, as ſin. To which ſhe replyed ro Robert Simpſon 
that ſpake, Haſt not thou ſomething in thee that tel:s thee thou doſt lye in the name of 
the Lord ? For, what ſin do T live in which thou knoweſt ? To which he ſaid ; Dear 


ſijier, 1 doe not ſay, in praFice, but in judgement. To which ſhe replying , What #- 


my judgement 2 Canſt thou tell? Hz appeared confounded, and ſaid , Doe not you 
beare thoſe men C meaning thoſe called Quakers ) Now is not here deceir and 
wickedaecſle, to pretend co admoniſh p=ople in the name, fear, and obedience 
of God, and ar laſt know not for whar, bur aske if ſhe did not hear thoſe men, 
which Robert Simpſon himſelf had ofren done ( it's like more ofren than ſhe 
at thar time.) Now have ye.nat read that God #s not mocked ? but what ye ſowe, 
the ſame ye? muſt re24pe, Why then doe yee thus to the fleſh ſowe corruption, 
falſhood, lying and deceit, and make mention of the name of the Lord as your 
covering ? 

To what they (aid to me in particular, I need not ſay much . becauſe what 
{ ſaid before ſtands unanſwered, and in power over your heads, only they ſay, 
the rhiogs they charged me wirhal are true, every ſyllable, as appears by the 
foregoing anſwer of the whole Church, which is falſe, and thoſe they call the 


Church proved lyars : And whereas they far, they did nor feare me, nei» 


ther did their conſciences accuſe them. In rhis they prefently gave them- 
ſelves the lie, and fay the reaſon they ſtaid nor was, becauſe they found my 


ſpirir the time before as a boyling fornace boyling over , and ſcalding all rhat » 


ſtand near ir, which made them reſolve not to ſtay rhe ſecond time. Now 
whar deceit and wickednefl= is here * Who can believe a word that comes 
from amongſt you , who are out of the feare of God, and therefore regard 
not whatye ſay. For | having charged them in my laſt, thar they fled as men 
ſurprized with feare, or accuſed by their own conſciences : They deny it, and 
ſay it is falſe , and that thy neither feared me, nor were accuſed, &c, And 
yerins. or 8, lines have fully granted whar I ſaid, ſaying the reaſon they ſtaid 
not, was becauſe they found my ſpirit as a boyling fornace,, boyiing over and 
ſca!ding, &c, Now is it not evident, they feared leſt they ſhould be ſcalded ? 
and what was there that ſcalded, bur the witneſſe of God within themſelves ? 


Poor nien ! | knew they were wounded.tormenrted.and ſcalded by the witneſs 


of God, in their own conſciences, teſtifying againſt rheic hypocriſie and de- 
ceit, fo that they could nor ſtand , nor abide it; for the day of the Lord is 
now great, and who may abide ir; for it is ke refiners fire, yea it burns #8 an 
oven, and all that doe wickedly are as ftubble , and nor onely ſcalded, bur burned 
muſt ye be, an1 neither roar nor branch ſhall be lefr. And the falſe Prophets 
that ſce vanity, and diviue lies, and all that imbrace and receive them , who 
muſt not be in the aflembles of Gods people, are not in a capacity ( as they 


ſay 2 for thoſe that feare the name of the Lord, to converſe withall. Neither | 


15 dried ſtubble in a capacity to contend with thoſe in whom the ſpirit of judg- 
ment and burning is, left chereby they be borh ſcalded and burned. -- . 
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7 Bur Robert Purnell and: Robert Simpſon , were it, not meet for you to take 
heed, & beware,leſt'Cwhiles ye pretend a Commiſſion from God, ro ad moniſh 
otkeis for backſliding, who are not at all draws back,but are of thoſe that be- 
lieve, to the ſalvation of rheir ſouls, who for the hope ſet before them , dre endure 
the Croſſe, && deſpiſe the' ſhame, and with much patience, through many tribulati- 
ons, the race dre run, and through good report, and evil report, as deceivers, and yet 
true, do paſſe, preſsing on, if by any meanes they may attain ts the reſur1eion of the 
dead, and to apprehend that for which they are ajprevended of Chriſt F:ja4. ) Ye your 
ſelves be not found in Satans work. and indeed gone back, by many degrees 
inco the world, and the pollurions thereof, being intaugled and oveicome 
by that which once ye ſeemed in a mealurc ro have eſcaped, and fo you: latter 
end become worſe then your beginning. And theretore to you , or ro one of 
you I ſay, do not eare and drinke with the drunken , do not fiil your ſelves 
with wine and firong drink , nor ſpend the creation of God upon your luſts ; 
' Dom2r ſpend yone time out of che feare of the Lord, in pleafure and wanton- 
neſle, in ligheneife and vanity, abufing the ſervants ofthe Lord , For he 5s at 

the door, and ye know him not, that will cut you aſunder ( excepr ye repent ) and 

all your invegrcion:s cradirions, fooliſh cuſtome:, and carnall waſhing:,will nor 
hide nor hcIp you : And this is a warning to thoſe of you that forget God, and 
ceft bis law, which is light , bchinde your backs, to conſider, /eit he teare you in 
pieces, an4 there be none to deliver yyu, who as unſavanrie ſalt are become, whoſe 

ill avour is gone abroad from Alehouſes and Taverns (roo much frequented) 
ſporting your ſelves with the enemies of God , with which ye now begin to 
apptar as one » rather than to be prieved for the affliftions of Joſeph, or ro be- 
come companions of thoie , who for witnetling the power and life of Jeſus, do 
ſuffer by the world, the generation of Vipers, as ever they did of old . And 
this is all the fruit 1 know char ycur invented wafhings have brought you to, 
and yet for this time I do very much ſpare one of you. 

Bur why are Robert Simpſon and Thomas Ewins ſo much troubled , that my 
lerrers ro each of them are made publique 3 for what is publiſhed was written 
to them many moneths before, wirhour an iarenc ro publiſh ir, and in all that 
time, whici1 one of them acknowledgerh , was abovea yeare, no anſwer was 
given in word or writing, nor any word fpoken to me about ir by them, tcſtio 
fying diſlike, as ifall were quiet and well- Bytnow it's made publique, and 
brought to light, and cheir deeds ſeen and openly reproved , how angry do 
they appear, crying out of w. ong, lies, &c. an1 afterme pour their tloods of 
contempc, reproach and ſcorn, notwithſtanding, under their hands it may ap- 

-pear, I was before called rheir honoured Brother, and when of worldly ho- 
nours I could accept (:hough I did not, as others ſeek it) and when inro his 
-- mourh I could ficely pur, 1þ.mas Ewins to me cryed peace, and in my abſence 
declared he had little or no encouragement to abide in Briſtol, were it not 
| for me Bur ſince to rhe lighe I have been turned, and by it convinced of the 
blindneſs and falſenefs of your minds and worſhips, and could nor put into his 
mouth, as before, hovy doth he bite with the teeth, and prepare war againſt me, 
though his weapons appear too weak and carnall to prevail, againſt which the 
: bowe is in ſtrength ; and rhe Reader, whole eyes are opened , will cafily per- 

- ceive,that had not the rhings been true,which to each of them I writ,and not 
- at all ro begainſaid, nor contradifted, they would in all that time, either in 

| | words 
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words or writing, ptead rheir own aL P ahi os who had fo much 
wronged them, as now they pretend : Bur being very true, and not to be gain» 
ſaid, the ſubtileſt beaſt in the field C it's like ) periwades them to be Quiet, 
thac it be not noiſed abroad, bur in o2livion kept © Bur ſince , beyond their 
expeRation it is come to light, and they cannot prevent it 3; ſome courſe (if - 
it be poſſible) maſt he raken, that it be not believed. And therefore Chow 
falſly ſoever accuſed) it muſt He of Iyes, fa!ſhood, and folly, chough thewſclves 
fcel the power ofir, ſtanding in truck and wiſdome , and have not told rhe | 
Reader in whart the foily aud talſhood lies ':, But (by all the means we Labs 
able) labour to recover a veil, chough bur little have either rhey cr you done, 
m:.reathen to enſnare your ſelves in your own vvorks, whoſe: webb is not be- 
come a garment , neither do your works profit, for your works are works of 
vanity : But how comes it to paſle, rac my letters were true, and not to: 
contradidted before they vvere publiſhed , bur are nor ſo novy 4 Why onely 
thus, our skirts are difcovered, our ſ:pulchre is opened, and our nakedneſle 15 
novv made manifeſt, that p-ople (as vve paſle rhe ſtreerJ point us out Notes 
11945, and at us vvag the head ; fo that betorg he people (that are uot vyilful- 
ly blinde} vve and our povverlc(s, hypocritical profeſſion C,vvhich ſtands in 
vvords and forms, not in ſpirit and poyver } aggFke to receive but little ho- 
nours | Ki: 
Novy becauſe they have vvririen ſeverally, Lſhallreply particularly * And 
firſt ro Robert S1mp;on , in vvhom Cme thinks) I ſee moſt honeſty,. choug? ir 
be clonded and covered vvith much dereit and hypocrifie, vvhich the light 
reprovcs : And had I nota defire very much ro ſpare him, for the honeſties 
ſake, the ſecond ſtroak vyould exceed the firft : And becauſe I perceive his 
main vvork (as vvell as yours is ro ſeck a veile of deceipr, under vvhich ro 
hide himſclfe from the ſtroke of rr2ch, and to arrain it, ſpends himſ:1ie in ma* 
ny light, vaine, and angry words; which have lictle we'gh:, | ſhall not rrouble 
my lclfe, nor the Reader in ſpeaking much coir, for of ic ſ-lte it falls, yer l 
would nor that he ſhould fo ofcen rake the name of the Lord in vaine, as he 
doth ip the beginging of what he ſpeaks, for the Lord will not ho'd him gailtleſs. 
Bur in pape 25. he ſaich, If the charge I /sid upen him were ſo indeed, how jad were 
= conditzon £ Well might his countenance be changed , and his thougitts trouble 
Ms 
To which I reply, That chovgh he hath Ilahoured till Che ſzich) he hath 
forgotten hinſelte, ro vndicace or cover himſelf from what was truly laid up- 
on him , yer from it hath he not delivered himſelfe , bur the charg: ſtands 
gocd, in f-nnd and fober words, in the power of rruch, and whiles he covereth 
bu fin be cannot proſper. And whiles he addeth one iniquity to another , he 
Caunyor come into Gods righteouſnefle ; Aud uh ! that he would conſider it, 
and lay it to heart whiles he hath time, that in the day ofthe Lords auger, 
wiich 1s a* hand, and as adeſtrudtion from the Almighty ſhall com: he mighe 
bc hid and find mercy of the Lord, with whom his vain ſpeakirg of a witncile 
he hack i1 heaven brought from thence iato his heart, and confirmed by the 
Spirit of Truth, and of his being taken up inro the Mounr ro confer with him, 
who hath a!l power given him and of a Warrant ſealed and given forth from 
En that hath al power,&c. is of little accompr, whiles he underſtands nor what 
he ſpeaks; For the Kingdem of G3d cometh not with objervation, but the kingdome of 
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God is within, and in his Kingdom he Gd dwells in heaven, where the Fa- 
ther, the Word and Spirit agree, of which all blind Phariſaical Profeſſors are 
ignoradt and cannot know it, till in the light, and by the ſpirit it be revealed 
and made manifeſt. 
_ © "And whereas he faith, All that he, with the reſt , laid at my door, was t9 a tit- 
tle true ; and that neither he nor his brethren have any relufance for it. This is all 
falf,for\- ve before proved it lies and deceir,and chemlſclves have conteſt rhey 
found that which boiled like a furnace, and ſcalded all that ſtand near ir, and 
rhey were near it, and fo reſolved nor to ſtay another time. And judgement 
is aow laid to the line, and righteouſneſs ro the plummet, and 2! refuges of 
lies and deceit are tobe ſwept away, and by truth and ſoberneis {ict kiding 
places are overflown, and in ſobernefs do I ſtand 3 and fo mich io my (cif am 
' 1] come, that I ſee many of his words there mentioned to veil and cover him» 
ſelf, ro be light and vain, and not worth auſwering, and that what Lwrit, was 
both ſober and true. without fawning and flattery, in which many among you 
are too much eXerciſed,who love to have ſmooth. pot true things ſpoken, and 
would have me peaceable, gentle, and full of mercy to hypccrifie, deceit and 
wickedneſs, all which is for judgement, and no peace from God is ſpoken to 
ir. And therefore withour partiality do [ declare againſt it in him and you, 
#5 well as in others, and ro my {elf am I nor a ſtranger. And this is pute wiſdom 
from above, and moderation, known unto all that receive and believe in the 
lighr, by which that ſpirit appearing in my former book, is juſtified, though ro 
you that hace the lighr,and by the light are condemned.it is as gall and worm» 
word. And for fporting my elf. and inſulring over him Idid it not, bur it 
is another refuge of lies; for I rold him before, I cid not inſult over him. nor 
delight in his wo and niſery,but was ſorely grieved.as ſtill I am,to fee how the 
wicked one, whom the Lord would deſtroy, was exalred in him and you,and 
what | writ is true. And whereas he faith, Fwas nor a ina ſober mind, bur at 
a diſtance from it, and true ſpeaking (when | mentioned to him the portion 
of lyars) and that not any thing he ſaid was a lie, but what he ſaid | had not 
his hand to, as his particular aftirmation; and ſo goes on peaking many 
werds, but co what purpcſe I cannor fee, except it be by wor: to darken the 
Readers underſtanding Bur if | niſtake not, that which he y/vuid do, is to 
vindicate himtelf from being a Ivar, with what cIſe I charged vp: him in my 
form-r Letter, by tclling me he ſaid I had not hrs hand to it, a» is particular 
accuſation. Andif this be his meaning, rhcn. is it groſs decir, for 1 never 
ſaid cr thought ir was his particular accuſation, but a general accuſation deli» 
vered by him, in which himſclfand each other particular, was included, and 
fo 1 fpake to him in ſoberneſs and pitty, my very howels moving rowards him, 
knowing my ſelf innocenr, and that it was1 dreadful thing for him in the 
Name ot the Lord to ſpeak a falſe viſion or thing, Tasked hin, how it. durſt 
cume to me, and 1n rhe name of rhe Lord tell mc, I laid rhe Scriptures of 
rut! were one of the grearct plagues of the land, when I never ipake nor 
thought ſuch a thing. To which he replyed, .he ncvzr ſpake it, ner laid it to my 
charge, though our of his own mcuth it came 3 and when I rc!d kim Lhadic 
uadcr his hand, he denyed. ic. When | cold him I could ſhew it him, he re- 
plied,if 1 could, ve would ackn1wledge b*mſelf a lar ; upon which ground Ichar- 
ged him fort as before, and fo 1 do ſtill, and good were it for him, if tz own- 
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ed the judgement and repented, for otherwiſe he cannot efcape. But if he 
forgeting that his hand was to his paper, did run himſelf 19to the evil of de- 
nying ir, as is before expreſt , yet if (when he came to the fight of his cr- 
ror) he had clearly acknowledged ir, and owned his condemnation and re- 
ented, to which in love he was adviſed, there had been mercy for him: bur 
being convinced and reproved of the evil, hardened his neck, and lahours ro 
hide and cover his fin, adding one iniquity unto another 3 here he cannor 
proſper, but brings himſelf juſtly unde, not onely the judgement and con- 
demnarion mentioned in my fermer Letter, hurt more and more miſery due to 
thoſe thar rebel againſt rhe light, by which they are reproved, and-to thoſe 
thar add iniquity unto iniquity, and muſt not come into Gods righteouſneſs. 
And from'it all the waters in Jordan can never waſh him, nor che Rocks and 
Mountains cover him,nor all your outward obſervations, imaginations and will- 
wor ſhips, preſerve him, till he own the light, by which he is convinced and 
reproved.and the juſt condemnation thereof paſs upon the rebellious, and the 
tranſgreflor which hath ſinged, and he brought ro repentance, and the ac- 
knowledgement of the trnth ; and ſo his ſoul come to be ſaved in this migh- 
ty day of the Lords power. And this is not from a violent heat of wild-fire, 
as he calls it, but from a ſpirir of ſoberncſs, ſoundneſs and truth, and is true 
love to his ſcvl 3 and rhe time is near, in which he thar rebuketh plainly. ſhall 
find more favour then he that flattereth with his lips, and my end is not to 
wake hima tranſgreflor before all, as he ſuppoſeth, but according to my met* 
ſure to adviſe him, into che way, rhe light, the life and the truth, which: lea- 
deth out of tranſgreſſion, into the inherirance of the Sainrs in lightz and in 
this I do not equivocate, nor evade, as he falſely chargeth me, but do ſpeak 
plainly and truly, thovgh at it, both he and ye are offended. And both Bap- 
tiſm and the Lords Supper 1 do own, as before 1 ſaid y and all your traditi- 
ons, imaginations,znventions carnal obſervations and will-worſhips I do deny, 
who in the many things Cabour which ye are troubled) oftend all, and are 
not come to the one Baptiſm, by which the Saints were baptized into one 
body ; nor know not the Cup of the New Teſtament, nor the bread of life, 
which is the life of men, nor the ſruir of the Vine, of which Chriſt with 
his Diſciples drank newin his Fathers Kingdom 3 and ſo are feeding your 
ſelves with chat which will never ſarisfie, bur is corruptible, and muſt periſh 
in the uſing. And the ground on which ye ſtand and queſtion me is not good, 
but of God is rejedted, and bryars and thorns doth ir bring forth, and its near 
pato curſing. And whereas he ſairh.,though he was nor preſent when I ſpake 
ſo reproachfutly of the Scripruree, yer he did helieve it, and ſtill dorh. 
| Reply, Here is plainly, and without equivocation, as he calls it, rhe ground 
of your lies and flanders, falſe accuſations and charges, as well as of your 
windy, heady, and powerleſs ReJigion, (that is to ſay J your believing things, 
which ye acither heard nor fas, but have gor by rradicion and hearſay from 
orhers, a3 he contetferh of himſcltin this particular , and few can believe it 
>-1ides rhofſe rhat are given over to believe lyes, becauſe theres no truth at 
aſl in ir. And although he faith, I had net his hand in particular, to what he 
heard not, yer | know I had it to the whole, of which thatis a part; and I 
have it to thar which he denics, and faith, I had it not; and well was ft that 1 
had ic under hand, cr elſe how ſtiffely would ir be denyed and gainſiyed, as it 
Ga ; : 
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yas direftly at firſt, and aftenplain. conviction, what ſhuffling and. deceir- is 
Trs uſed amongſt Fu, to hide.and cover it, though to litcle. purpoſe, 7. And 
had I not, by the wiidom of God, had aCoppy of your charge, ſigned by ſcme 
of your ſelves, how muſt all-your yes and forged accuſations (which ye pub- | 
liſh and ſay was verbatim, and proved toa tittle and ſyllable) paſs for ruth, 
becauſe ye ſay it is ſo, which by the ſaid Coppy is proved not verbatim, nor is 
proved true, but the contrary. 

And whereas Robert Simpſon declares I had no greund at all, to iy that agrava- 
vation of lying upon him, viz. a lye invented, a lye proſecuted, a Ive denycd,and 
the lye proved, and afterwards adviſeth me nor to evade nor <quivocate, bur 
ſpeak truly, and deal plainly, 

Reply. 1 have before dealc fo rruly and plainly, without Battery, that ye are 
offended, yet I ſhall take his adviſe, and plainly declare, the lye was inven- 

ed anongſt you, when ye ſtudicd your accuſations, the lye was proſecuted 
by. ygur MeSlengers, who charged me with the guilt of what ye had faiſcly 
egptfived: The lye was denyed by Rove;t Simpſon, when he denied that he 
ſpake ſuch a thing, or laid it to my charge, though I had it under his hand ; 
and the lye by me ſtands proved, both on you and him, from which ye can 
never deliver your ſelves by all your ſhifting and ſtriving, huc like a biid in 
the-ſnare, the more ye ſirive, the more ye are inrangled, till ye acknowledge 
Your iniquitic,. and own your condemnation, and repent. And ſo Robert 
imp/ons weapans being bur. che wrath and deceivableneſs of man, and not un- 
r= ae; a bleſſing from Gcd, are feund too carnal (as he acknowledge- 
.ethJ). to war againſt the Lamb and his followers, whoſe weapons are not car- 
nal like his, but mighty, thorough God, to the pulling down, and laying low 
all high fhings, ſo thar nolying refuges, nor deccirful coverings, are able ro 
fland. 'But the Arwies of the world, who follow the beaſt, ro make war 
with the Lamb, do tlie and fall before them. Glory to him that ſits upen the 
thrine, and to the Lamb for evermore. | 


A Reply to Thomas Ewins his ward, as kecallt it. 


ledging the receipt of my Letter above a year ſince, never intending to 
anſwer ir ; bur ſince it 15 publiſhed, takes himſelf bound to anſwer, and 
makes uſe of Solomons words, ro cover his deceirful prerences, juſt like one 
whom Cod abltors, which teacheth for hire, and devineth for money, and 
corrupteth the Scriptures, with which he crades.z for doth he nor know rhar 
the true reaſon of his intending never to anſwer, was (nor left he ſhould be 
like unto me, as he pretends, but rather) knowing the guilr, dreaded the 
conteſt, and would gladly bury.ir in filence ; bur hecing wade publique, holds 
himfelf bound to anſwer, nor left I be wiſe, &c. but leſt Chis wickedneſs and 
deceit being made manifeſt, aud he proved out of the wayes, and cur of the 
life,,of che Miniſters of Chriſt, and in the wayes and ſtep3 of thoie Maſters, 
'whoſe gain came in by devination.) he in this might fuer loſs, and accompr 
himfelf bound to prevent itz and by ſorcery and wicked art, makes uſe of 
Solomons words as his covering: 
Now becauſe his word is o large , and ſo little of worth or wiſdom con « 


] Find Thomas Ewins.in the hegianing of his word, as he calls it, acknows. 
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raincd-therein, beinga parcel ofdead and dull ffuff. And becauſe his igno- 
rance; lightneſs and.confuficn, is ſo plainly to be read in his own lines, by all 
that walk in the fear and counſel of the Lord, I ſhall nor trouble my ſelf, 
nor the Reader, with anſwering every particular, as it lies, bur rather our of 
his heap of confuſion, rake up a little, letting the reſt rewain, 

In the firſt place, he finds fanlc wirh we, for publiſhing his acknowledging 
himſelf no Miniſter of the Goſpel, and declares the grounde On » hich he de- 
nied himſclf a Miniſter, bur not a Preacher of the Goſpe), bur tiatit wift £o 
inſert the true ground upon which 1 ſo declared him which was, char in ſe- 
rious diſpute or diſcourſe he bath not been able by the Scriprute: to main- 
tain himſelfa Miniſter of the Goſpel, bur made ro acknowledge the contra- 
ry, and that before ſcveral wirnefles Bur how is it, that he dil d (imvtelf, 
as he ſaith, ro be a Miniſter, but not a Preacher of rhe Goſpel ? DÞ:d any ever 
preach the Goſpel, who had not che treaſure of it in their earthen vetie's ? 
Or did evcr any who had the treaſure within rhem, preach and not miniſter 
of the ſame, as good ſtewards of the grace of God ? Tiuly, he that is ſuck a 
man (notwithſtanding he may vainly boaſt of his abilities, and appration, 
and being ſent torch by men) had nced to ſeek a better proof of his Miniſtry, 
or elſe muſt never be owned by Chriſt, as one of his. 

He faith, ke denyed hiniſclt a Miniſtcrot any Pariſh in Briftol, a Minifter 
in Office, nor having been called, conflitutcd, or ordained, &« And thar he 
hath pur off that honour and dignity, from a ſenſe of rhe weight and excel- 
lency of that high calling. and of the grear unworthiueſs and nofitneſs he 
ſaw in kimſclf of ſo glorious an employn ent ; but faith, that he harh been and 
is Cthovgh the unworthicſt upon earth) a Preacher and a publiſher of rhe 
glurious Goſpel of rhe grace cf Ged, both in Wales, and now in B:;ſtol;he hath 
no need to ſeck a proot of me or any other man. 

To which I ſay, his own proofis too light and empry, to prove him a Prea= 
cher of the Goſpel; and in it ſelf ſufficiently diſcovers him no Miniſter of 
Chriſt, bur in confufion ; for the Miniſters of Chraft were called, buc he cor. 
feſſeth he was neither called, conſtituted, nor ordained a Miniſter in Office, . 
which I take for granted,and then is he to prove rhar chey who were no Mini- 
ſters, either called, conſtitured, or ordained, were preachers of the glorious 
-Goſpel z 2nd likewiſe, that they who were preachers cf the Goſpel, were not 
Miniſters, Bur in this his ignorance, folly and confuſion, are made manifeſt, 

for can a man be a Preacher and publiſher of rhe glorious Goſpel, and yet no | 
Miniſter, eicher called, conſtituted, or ordain«d ? and can he that is no Mini- 
ſer. eicher called, conſtituted or ordaincd (as he hath confeſt he is not) bee 
publiſher, and a Preacher of the glorious Gufpel? Was not he a Miniſter ? 
And did not he make full proof of |1i: Miniſtry, who preached the Word,who 
did the work of an Evangeliſt * Pay! was 2ppointed a Preacher, and he was 
called to be an able Miniſter ; bur Thomas Ewins hacrh not been able by the 
Scripture ro mainrain thar he is a Miniſter, bur enforced to deny the fame _ 
and now hath given it under his hand, that he was nor called, conſtirured nor 
ordained ; therefore being no Miniſter, he 13 no Preacher of the Grſpel, but 
ia con!ufion. And it is much to ſee whar poor ſhi:t> the child;en of dark” 
ef: are put unto, now in the day of the Lords power, wherein light is :iſen 
out of obſcuriry ,and they thar hate ir a diſcovered, ' and to. the leaſt chiid 
-3 rb Eo Lay Bs. 
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(52) 
of lighr, made manifeſt and denyed. Befides, the Goſpel is the Goſpel of the 
kingdome ; and ro thoſe who were Preachers and publiſhers thereof , it was 
given to know the myſteries of that kingdom, which ro orhers was in parables . 
and dark ſayings, that ſeeing they might ſee, and not perceive, &c. And the Goſpel 
is a great myſtery, which hath been hid from ages and generations, but is now 
made manifeſt ro thoſe ta whom God would make known what is the riches 
of the glory of that myſterie which (faith Paul.) 3s Chriſt in you, the hope of glory, 
whom we preach ; And by revelation, ſaith he, God made known unto me; the 
myſterie, and the hidden wiſdome of God we ſpeak in a myſtetie , which God F 
ordained before the world unto our glory , and that which none 6f the Prin- ; h 
ces of this world knew, nor eye hath ſeen, nor eare heard, neither hath it entred in« 
fo the heart of man , hath God revealed unto them by his Spirit, who were the 
Miniſters of Chriſt, and Stewards of the myſteries of God : Burt Thomas Ewins 
hath confeſt, that he did queſtion whether be had reccived the Spirir , to 0+ 
pen aad reveal the myſteries of the Kingdome unto him, and ſo to him the 
viſion of all is bur a ſealed book, and to himitis bur in parables, and dark 
ſayings, aS it was to ages, and generations paſt, to whom God revealed not the 
myſteries of his Spirit , bur ſceing, they did ſee. and nor perceive . And how 
then can he be a Preacher or publiſher of the Coſpell, yea the glorious Goſpel 
which is the Goſpel cf che kingdome, to whom ir was never given to know ir, 
neither hath he received the Spirit, to open and reveale it, as is iranifeſt un- 
der his hand, Poor man ! were he not very blinde, he might be filent , and 
not boaſt ro the world , that he needs not a proof of any man , that he is a 
Preacher and a Publiſher of rhe glorious Goſpel of the grace of God in Briſto!, 
who is ſo notorioutly ignorant of ir, that (by his own confeſſion) he hath not 
received the ſpirit, to open the myſterie ot it to him, as the Saints had in the 
Primitive times, and (o is intruding into things he hath nor ſeen , vainly puft 
up with a tleſhly minde, and would needs be a Teacher, bur underſtands not 
what he ſaith, nor whereof he affirmes, but confeſleth , he queſtions wherher 
he hath received the Spirit, ro open and reveal the myſteries of the Kingdom, 
and yet ſairh he is a Preacher of the glorious Goſpel , which is a myſtecic hid 
. from all, bur thoſe to whom it is revealed by the Spirit. 
Bur he ſaith, bis reward js on high, and that Ged hath given him a ſeale of his 
Miniſtry in _ and he truſts bundreds can ſay, the Lord hath been , and ſtill is 
ith bs Miniſtry, qu:ckning, comſo1 ting, teaching, &c. 
ee rahich Ifay, whoſe work is this , or of what is it a ſeale ? In page 52. 
e confeſlerh he queſtions wherher he had received the ipirit to ſealc, 75. 
and yer here ſaith, God gave him a ſeale of his Miniſtry, gyc. He harh before 
denied himſelfe a Miniſter and now given it under his hand, rhÞat he was ne1- ; 
ther called, conſtitured, nor ordained, &c. and yer ſaith, his Record 13 on 7 
high, and that God hath given him a ſeale of his Miniſtry, Is he no Miniſter ? 
and yer hath God given him a ſeal of his Miniſtry * What Babyloviſh contuſt- 
{jon is here ? Hath he a ſeale of nothing ? orof a lye 2? Can he have aleale 
of that which is not ? Or hath he a ſeale and not of the Spirit Is not the Re- 
cord (C he faith ) he hath of this on high , even with principalities and pow - 
ers, and ſpiritual wickedneſles, where the powers of darknefle rule 2 But how 
ſhall one truſt 2? or in whar can one believe ſuch a man , who would ſeem to 


peak with ſ» much ſolemneſle and ſcriouſneſſe, when he ſpeaks fo m1ch con- 
| | : fufon, : 
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ſufion, contradidtion, and falſhood : And well were it, that not not onely he, | 
bur ye all would learn to dread the name of Ged, and feare to take it, ſo com- | 
- menly as ye do into your mouths in vain, to veile and coyer your deceirfull 
prerences, leſt by him ye be not held guiltleſſe. _ 
Eur he ſaith, lt 7s true, 1 am no preacher of that, which you ,and ſome cf your way 
call the Goſpe!l, namely 10 bid every man turn to the light within . neither did I ever 
read or heare that any of the Prophets, Apoſtles, or hcly men of God, did preach ſuch 
| Goſpel. 
WE? s oF which I ſay, he being no Preacher of that thing (a5 he terms jr ) which 
my ſelfe and ſcme of cur way call the Goſpel, hc is no Preacher oi the Truth 
of God, nor the Goſpel of God, which 3s the power of God ro ſalvaticn to exe) y one 
that believes, And ſo out of his own mouth ler him be judged thar he is no 
Preacher, nor Miniſter, either by call or practice, who doth nor preach that 
which we call the Goſpel , which is not in word, but in power, And no other 
Goſpel do we own, but that which is the Goſpel of the kingdom, the power 
of God to jalvation , which is. nct in word, bnt in power, and is the my fie- 
ry hid from ages and generations, but is revealed by the Spirit to theſe whom 
God won!d make known the riches Of his glory, &c. But, faith he,namely to : 
bid every man turn to a light within, ; "I 
What then doth he bid them turn ro, the. darkn«fle ? and to follow the | 
daiknefſe £ Doth he chink thar good Dodrine * Luke 11.34 The light of the 
body is the eye 5 therefore when thy eye #s ſingle, thy n hole body us full of [ht + but if 
thire eye be eviil, thy whole bodie a!ſo is full of darkneſs. Take beed tkerejore , that 
og the light mhich wn thee be nit darkneſs, Where there is a ſingle eye, 1s not che 
body iv!] of lighr © Where rhe eye is evill, is not the body full of darkneſle ? 
Ard wes nor this Chriſts derine, who bids people take heed that the light with- | 
inten le not derkneis 9 And were they nctrto rake heed to thar which was | 8 
indeed light within them 2 of which the body was fv]ll.where tne eye was fin- [| -f 
gle.ana co Wajk init. And the Apoſtle, whowas a Preacher and a Miniſter of 
the Gcipel. deciared, that the light maketh manijeſt the things that are to be repyo- 
ved. Andaiſo that which may be kfiown of God-. is maniteſtcd even in them 
vvhich vvere vvicked, and committed uncleanneſte, yet fill they knevv the 
;udgements of God agairſt ſuch thirps. And is it not g09d to take heed to thar : 
vvhich manifcſts fin, unrighteouſneſle, and deceir, and brings to a knovyledge ' # 
cf rhe judgements o: Gcd againſt ſuch rhings ; and if turned unto, ond yvalked : 
in,leads out of unrightcouſne ſic and all deceivableneſſe : Bur the light vyhich 
ſhines in the hc art, to give the light of the knovvledge of the glory of Ged he 
likes not to :etain : Bur hath ſhewed his ignorance or vvickednefsif, or borh, 
p and1sjoyncd amongſt the vaine rabble, and vvicked compaay, nor only of the 
7 people: bur aiſo of thoſe calle& Tezchers, vyhich himſclfe calls an ignoranr, 
ungodly, Jazic, prevd, fcardalcus, ſoul-murthering Miniſtry , vvho have made 
themſelves baſe and contemptible in the eyes of all gocd men, and in the cen + 4 
ſciences of many bad : And well were it, if he knew what that is in the con- | 
ſciences of many bad , which joyns with all good men againſt ſuch a Miviſtry, 
who himſclfe with che bad is joyned jn denying and oppcſing the light, of 
which the ſervants or Ged declare, and dired unto, and which the Prephets, 
Apoſtles, and holy men of God in Scripture did beare teſtimony of, and thar 
true light, and no other, do thoſe whom he calls Quakers 6ice unto 1 which... 
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the Scriptures abundanely make mention of. The Prophets , who ſpake us they 
were moved by the hily Ghoſt, preached and dire&ed-ro the light, and groaned 
after the enjoyment thereof, ſaying, 47 ſend out thy light and thytruth, and let 
them lead and bring me to thy holy hill, and to thy tabernacle, and accounted it mis 
ſery enough to g0 to the generation of their fathers, and not ro {ze the | ighe, 
which (ſay they) was ſowen for the righteows. And Iſaiah by the ſpirit of Pro- 
phefie declared, thar the people thar ſate in darknefle ſaw a greac lighr ; and 
upon them that ſate in the ſhadow of death, hath the light ſhined ; And that the 
light of Iſrael ſhall be for a fire, and his holy one for a flame, which ſhould 
burn and devour his bryars and thorns in one day, And thac a light to the Gen» 
tiles would God give , that ſhould be his ſalvation to the ends of che eart! ; 
To which light the Genti/es ſh:uld come, and Kings to the brighineſle of his ri- 
fing. And the Sun ſhall no more be rhy light by Jay , ncr for brightneſ. ſhall 
the Moon give lig'c unto thee 3 bur the Lord ſhall be thine everlaſting lighr, 
and thy God thy glory. And Chriſt, who is the light that lighteth every man that 
cometh into the world, faith, Iam come a light into the world, &c. believe in the 
light, And John, wo prepared his way, did beare witneſfle of him, that he was 
the true light which did enlighten every man that cometk inte the world ; And this is 
Prepared before #he face of all people, a light to lighten the Gentiles, to give light 
fo.them that fit þ darkneſſe, which is the glory of his people Lrael. And after 
ed, and people were not to lay in their hearts, Who (hall 
-ift donn? or deſcend to fetch him up, &c. Paula Minifter of the 

Goſpel vas ſer: to turn peoples mindes from darkneſſe to the light ;, and to the 
light did he tn them , aad f:iJ, God who commanded the light to ſhine out of 
darkneſſe, harſf ſhine into qur hearts, but ro what end ? Why, ſaith Pau!, to give 
the light of th know/edge of the glory of God, &c. Bur of this Thomas Ewins is no 

Preacher, to wit, to turne people to the light within, which ſhines in the 
heart, to give the knowledge of the glory of God, &c. Bur againſt this, ſaith 

he, came Henry Jeſſe from Londen, ro eſtabliſh and confirm the people of Briſtol, 
£:c. This he calls rhe pernicious Dottrine of the Quakers, and would perſwade 
his Reader, rhat rhoſe who bid curn to the light within, do ſhut up the King- 
dome of Heaven againft men, and do thereby take them off from bclieving in 

the perſon of Chriſt. . 

Bur this is an abſolure Iye, and in this he is one with rhe Phariſees, for chey 
denyed the light, and oppoſed the truth, which enlihgrneth every man : And 
he proclaims himſ-I1f no Preacher of rhar, namely, to rmra to rhe light : So in 
this is ke joyned with the Phariſees, to ſhur the Kingdome of heaven againſt 
men, by denying the Light. For no man can ever knew God, nor into his 
kingdome did encer, whilſt he denyed or oppoſed the lizht in him, bur they 
thar entred did owne ir, and: the ſaying of the Reprobate is not much to be 
hceded. 

He faith, he ſupjo/eth we would have him give over Preaching , and come to our 
way , and that one told him hee kept many from receiving and embraciug the 
light. | 


To which fay, He doth his utrermoſt ro hinder, if his words or writing may 


doit, and with the God of the world , and all his Miniſters throughonc the 


Nations is he joyned ,, to do whar they cau to keep blinde the mindes of ali 


.*rhar believe not in the light, leſt tie lighc of the glorious Goſpel ſ5uld ſhine 
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into their hearts, to give the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Chriſt. Yet 
indeed the good of his and all mens foulcs we dodefire ; but all his hypocri®» - 
fie, falſhood and deceit we do deny : And if he own our way , which is the 
true light, the true and living way » his mouth would ſocn be ſtopt for decla- 
ring agaiaſt it: And for all his denying ir, he may once finde it a (w'ft witncffe 
again{t him, it may prove as afire in his bowels, and as a candle r (earch his 
in noſt parts; and the condemnation it is of a!l choſe that hate it, as the Scrip- 'N 
rure witneſleth. And Chriſt exherts to believe in it, and in it did the Saints j 
walke, and in it had they fellowſhip, which condemns the unbcliever : But f 
of it he is no Preacher, and therefore do we conf: {+ he is no Miniſter tor God, [ 
for though in words he feems to confeſle ſomerhing of the light, yer like 2 : ; 
man filled with confuſion, ſpeaks he knows not what, bur utter«th his owne 
folly , and ſpeaks ofa two-fold coming of the Spirit into ihe hearts of belie- 
vers : The firſt is that by which the eyes of mens underſtanding: are opened, 
and they turne-from darknefſle to light, faith and repenrance wrought in the 
$: ſoul, &c. 
: Upon which I demand, were they belicvers before they were turned unto 4 
the light in which they were tobclieve, or had their eyes opened f If yea, | k 
prove it 3 If nay, then by his own confeſlion, there were eyes of mens under- [ 
ſtandings to be opened, and light ro be turned unto; and yer he ſaith, hene> 
ver read nor heard that the Prophets, Apoſtles , or holy men'of God preach- 
ed ſuch a Goſpel, namcly, to bid people rurn to rhe light, &c. Now how ſhall 
we truſt him ? or which of his words ſhall we believe 2 who confeſlech he C 
is no Miniſter but uacal'd , unconſticured, unordained, &c: No Preacher of | 
that thing we call the Goſpel, namely tobid men turn to a light within them, 
and yer the eyes of mens underſtandings muſt be opened , and they turned to ; 
the light, and yer ſaith he, to bid men turn to the light within, takes them. off , 
from believing on the perſon of Jeſus Chriſt. p 
He ſairh, He adminiſters the Lords Supper to this people in Briſtol, as they are 4 
Church of godly ſober Chriſtians believing in Chriſt , though ſome of them miſ-bapti- 
zed, not having light to ſee right Adminiſtrations, but reckon infant-baptiſme ſufft» 
cient ; yet as further light comes in, they are willing to walke up in it : In the meane 
time we can beare with them in love, as we defire them and others, to leare with 4 in 
other things, | 
Bur toit I ſay z Though yebe joyned hand in hand in darknefſſe and deceit, 
agreeing to bear with one another thercin : Yer rhe children of lighr, plainly 
and clearly fee-your folly and confufion,and bear witneſle againſt it. Tho: Ewins 
W- . declares himſelfe againſt bidding rurn to the light within | yer his miſ-bapti- 
; zed people, as he calls them, haze nor light ro ſee the right Adminiſtrations 
2. | of Bapriſme, butreckon Infant- baptiime ſufficient, yet as further light comes in, 
7 ſaith he, they are willing to walke up in it. So then he acknowledgeth they wane 
lighr to ſee : And thar, as light comes in, I ſay, as ir comes in , they are wil- 
ling to walk up in ir(& yet heſays_) he is no Preacher of this thing,ro wit,the 
light within. It is pernitious dodqrine 3 It ſhurs up the Kingdome againſt men, 
and takes them off from believing on the perſon of Chriſt. Poor blind man ! 
how is he made to condemn himſfelfe, in that which he in words is forced to 
allow. But theſe miſ-baprized people, who have nor light to ſee right Admi» | 
niſtratious , bur reckon Infant-baprtiſme ſufficient, are his believers, apd with 
one another can ye beare in love, in your darkneſle : Ir iMlike he knows in his]. 
H own 
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ewn conicience tnat-intant-bapriime is not tuthcient, being neither ne nor 

you can prove it ai Ordinance of Chriſt,and ſo follow traditions for Dodrines: 

And its no wonder thet they wanc light, who follow ſuch a guide , who hath 

| ſo plainly denved the ſame, and would fain be a Teacher, bur underſtands nei- 
ther what he ſaith, nor whereof he affirmeth. 

But he faith truly, 1 know no thorough-paced godly man, Anabaptiſt , or others jn 
Briſtol, but do ſhew {ove and reſpe7t to me in .their way , onely in this, they walke 
according to their light, and ſo do ;, but they thinke T am too large in my principles, 
and 1 thinke them too ſtreight in theirs: Tet, ſairh he, we doe not differ, but can beare 
with each other in loves 

Reply. Here again 1s his confufion manifeſt ; He denies them who bid turne 
to the light, and he is no Preacher of thar, and yer his miſebaptized people 
want light, and choſe he calls chorough-paced Anabapriſt, or others,who ſhew 
reſpe& to him in cheir way» They walk in their light, and he in his, and yer 
ro bid turn to the light, is to deny believing in the perſon of Chriſt. Now let 
all who feare the Lord, conſider his words, who faith he is no Preacher of that 
we call Goſpel, namely, to bid every man turn to the light in him : And the 
Nuakers doctrine is pernicious, they ſhut the kingdome of Heaven from men z 
they take people off from believing in the perſon of Chriſt, by bidding them 
rurn-to the light in them (faith he) and yet himſelfe acknowledgeth the firſt 
coming of the Spirit is to open the eyes of mens underſtandings» and to turne 
them from darkneſſe to light , and ro work faith and repentance in the foule, 
Now according to his own words, are not they in darkneſle,and unconverted, 
who are not turned to the lighr? And is it nor good to turn to the light, thar 
the eyes may be opened, and the ſoul;converted?And yer he is no Preacher of 
this. | 

Again he ſaith, the miſ- baptized people want light, but as further light comes in, 

 theyare willing to waki up in it. Here is want of light confeſſed, and the coming 

 inof lighr acknowledged, and the turning to the light was before granted, 

and yet co bid people turn to the light within js pernicious doQrine. By this 

; Isthe Kirgdome ſhut : Oh miſcrable blinde guide, and Idoll ſhepherd ! how 

' hath grolle darkneſle overſpread thy face ? and thy Sun gone downe at noon- 
day. 
hace, Them he calls thorough-paced Anabaptiſts, they walke according to theiv 
tight, and he walks according to his ; they think, bis principles too large , and he thinks 
' theirs too ſtreight. Here is acknowledged their light and his light , and before, 
want of light, and coming in of lighr. And yer Quakers have. done miſchief in 
Briſtol, and their do&rine, ſaith he. is pernitious, how ſo 2 why, they bid men turn 
10 the light within them. Poor man | what is become of his rule now for turning 
eo the light, that is pernicious dottrine, To try things by the light, were to 
deny Scripture to be the rule : Bat now with him, here is their lighr, and his 
light, ſtreighr and large principles, and mis-baptized ones that wanr light to 
ſee right adminiſtrations, &c, But now, by what are ye guided ? and where, 
/ and what is your rule * Have ye not all loſt it? and-arc all gone out of the righr 
* way, wandring ye know not where, in your imaginations, who rebell 
againft che light,and know not the way thereof, nor abide in its paths: And in 
your own daikneſle are joyned, every one againſt che ſervants of God, who bid 
turn to the light, which is pure, which. lighteth every man that cometh into the 
-. world, which isno pernitious, (but ſound) Dottrine 3 for if it be good to 
; watch, 
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watch, and good to walk in the true light, then ir is good to turn men to thar 
light. And if the Lord would have all men ro come to the knowledge of the 
truth, then iris good that all men be rurned to the light, which ſhines in 
the heart, to give the knowledge of ic, in the face of Chriſt, and to bid peo- 
le to take heed to thar light, ro walk in thar ligkr, and believe in the light, 
which tighteth every man, that is ſound doctrine, and thoſe that love nor the 
lighr, nor walk in the lighr, nor belicve in the lighr, are left without excuſe, 
and the light come i: their condemnation, and by the light are they already 
condemned, who believe not in the lighr, which lighreth every man thar 
cometh into the world ; and (whatſoever the falſe Prophers and Miniſters 
of unrighreovſneſs ſay to the contrary,) is of little weight. 
Again, Robert Sympſon, in pag. 33. declares, that that light which is in me, and 
inall men, if not put out, would telt me, that that thing which he there aſſerts, is 
t1ye, Now here is light confeſt robe in me, and in all men, and that light to 
be in ail men, which is in me (and the Scripture ſaith, that was the true light 
which lighteth every man )which ſhould anſwer that which he affirms and minds 
to be truth, if nor put out 3 And if ſo, then thar js a goed Miniſtry which 
opens blind eyes, and turn« from darkneſs to lighr. Then, it being ſo, what 
have thoſe ſervants of the Lord done,for which thou ſo highly chargeſt them 
who are ſent of the Lord, to bear witneſs of his name,. and to declare his 
truth, and bids rake heed to the true lighr, and turns to it ro the opening of 
the blind eyes, that people may ſee the way to everlaſting life, and have their 
feet guided in the wav of peace, with whom the Lord of a truth is3 though 
Thomas Ewins, with the reſt of rhe deceitful workers, and Miniſters of Satan 
(who love darkneſs, and hate the light.) doreproach and belye rhem, he ut- 
rering his confuſion and envy againſt the innocent , telling the world, the 
Nudkers (as he calls them.) have done ſuch miſchief, and their docrine is pers 
nicious; they bid all men tarn to the light, thereby rodraw them ſrom belie- 
ving in the perſon of Chriſt; and he is no Preacher of thar thing they call 
Goſpel, and calls them miſerable delnded people. Oh vain man ! who boaſts 
eſt rhy ſelf in thine evil way;how is night come upon thee, and darkneſs over« 
ſhadoweth thee ? And how art thou reeling and ſtaggering like a drunken 
Tan, who haſt ſpoken and written ſo of the light, thy ſelf, as is before men- 
tionedg% yet art not aſhamed to belie and reproach the ſervants of rhe living 
God,as thou haſt done,for labouring to turn people from darknes to the light, 
who having received a Miniſtery from the Lord, as all the Miniſters of Chriſt 
did,not from men,as the falſe Apoſtles and deceitful workers and Miniſters of 
Satan did ; they labour, nor accompring their liberties nor lives dear unto 
them, ſo that they way finiſh rheir courle with joy, and the Miniſtry, which 
of the Lord Jeſus they have received.and therfore in much patience,in aftli&1- 
ons,in neceſſitiec,in diſtreſles,in ſtripes,in impriſonments,in rumults,in labours 
by knowlecdg>, by long ſuffering, by kindneſs, by the holy Ghoſt, by love un 
feigned,by the Word of truth,by the power ofGod,by the armour of righreouſ- 
nels,by honour and ciſhonour,by evil report,and good report,as deceivers,and 
yet true, &c. do they approve themſelves the Miniſters of Chriſt, and wit- 
neſſ:d ir-is in the conſciences of men. And Thomas Ewins words, being ho-” 
neſtly conſidered, with what isreplyed thereunto, may not his own ſayings 
be juſtly turned upon his head, pag. 49. way he norbluſh to ſpeak or write 


ſuch things ? Will Zebovah, the grear wy glorious Godrever own ſuch callings q. 
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and revilings (ro which 1 add) lying and deceiwing, tobe a teſtitying from” 


him ? Oc will he ever juſtifie him in whar he hath writren and publiſhed ? Oh! 
be a ſhamed and confounded, poor deluded man ; for huw hath he manifeſted 
himſelf. a blind guide ? They, (thar is, the Anabaptiſts )rhink he is too large 
in his principles, and he thinks them too ſttaight in theirs, and: yet they do 
not differ, but can bear with each other in love, Truly the Devil may love his 
own work, which is to lead people in darknef: and blindnefs, and there have 
his inſtruments fellowſhip. But will any man thar fears God, and weighs his 
words, believe (or own him in) what he fairh * How can it be that they 
ſhould think one rhing and he another ? he have large principles, and they 
ſtreight ? they in their lighr. and he in his, and yer not difter? And may not 
he be juſtly reproved, as well as the Aurhour of Saran enthroned in his Chair of 
Peſtilence in that they borh agree to charge miſchief done in Briſtol on thoſe 
called Quakers. And Tho. Ewins is in thatjoyned with R. F. one walking in 
his lighr, and the other in his, yetTthey differ nor, but are hoth oppoſers of the 
true light, and the children thereof, who in the ſame do walk as were their 
faihers in all generations. Bur in it are they both diſcovered to be our of the 
right way, and the children of light, who walk in the light, ſtand witneſles 
for the Lord againſt them borh, and rhar principle of darkneſle, blindencfle 
and deceit in which they walk, and from which their corrupted works of re- 
viling and perſecuting the innocent withcut a cauſe proceeds. But 
the day is coms in which the Lord is gathering his people from luch ( ro give 
T. E, his own words.) an ignorant, ungodly, lazy, proud, ſcandalous, ſoul- 
murdering miniſtry, who deny the light, and with the'God of the Werld are 
joyned, to blinJe the eyes of peoples mindes. leaft rhe lighr of the glorious 
Goſpel ſhoul 1 ſhine unco them, I ſay leaſt rhe light which God commands ry 
ſhine our of darkn<fle, ſhould ſhine inco rhe heart, to give the knowledge of 
the glory of God, of which light, and no-other, the ſervants of God declare, 
and your folly is manifeſting apace, glary ro rhe Lo;d for evetmore; for al- 
though he that preacheth the Goſpel witneflethrthe new covenant where the 
law is written inthe heart and the ſpirir, put into the inward parts, and al- 
though the ſcripture witneſſeth thar the law is light an4 wricten in the heart, 


FProv,6.23. and that the word is within in the heart an1 in the mouth, the anointing which 


*1s true and is no lyc, and reacherh all rhings, ſo that the ſaints need no other 


* teacher abideth with in the witneſle a: within the Kingdom of God is with- 


in the light which gives the knowledge of the glory of God ſhines withineyen 


2 Joh. 2.27. in rhe hearr, Chriſt is within, God is within, who dwells and walks in them, 


3 Joh. 


5-TO- hoſe bodies are his Temples, yer this blinde, ignorant and unlearned: man 


F. 4:6 js nor aſhamed to publiſh that he is no preacher of char Gdſpil, viz. the light 
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within, bur declares it pernitious doarine, and thar he never read or beard that 
any of the Prophets, Apoſtles or holy men of God did preach ſuch a Goſpel, (5c. 

And for his ſpeaking of Sarah Latchet, & aſking how | can ſtile her a Servant of 
Feſus, who is an Apoſtate, and an excommunicated perſon, going on in ſuch rayling; and 
calling him a deceiver ? Another time ſafing. the prayers of the wicked are an ab- 
hominaticn ts the Lord, And'another time ler fly ar him wich a multitude of 


* rayling and reviling terms, fuch, as he ſaith, they uſe to give to the Miniſters 


fo 
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of the Nation, &c. | 
 Torhis I fay, In that ſhe did bear trae Teſtimony againſt him, I own it as a 


ſervice in the Truth, and her being excommunicared as he cals ic, by thoſe 
who 


& 
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who deny the true light, proves nothing to the contrary, nor her calling him 
deceiver, or ſaying the prayers of the wicked are abhomination to the Lord, for lo are 
their ſervices and ſacrifices, and to deny and buar Teſtimony againſt it is no A- 
poſtacy, upon a true account, and to be hated and ſeparated by ſuch, from 
their company,and by them to be reproached, and ro have ones name caſt our 
as evil, ,for the Sou of mans ſake, who # the light of the World, is a bleſſed thing, 
rejoyce yein that day, and leap for joy, for behoid your reward i great in heaven, 
for in like manner did thear fathers unto the prophets, Luke 6, 22,24. and his word 
(excommunication) is turned back into his bundle of Popiſh or Hearheuſh ig 
Norance, as that which was never uſed by the Miniſters of Chcitt ; n+ if Sareb 
Latchet be excommunicated (as he ca'tls ir) then irs like thee thai did it are 
aſhamed of cheir work , for ſhe knew it not 3 bur ſaith he, ſhe let flie ar me, 
with ſuch railing cermes as they uſe to give the Miniſters of the Nation, 

To which | ſay, why ſhould not he be reſtified againſt as well as r!.cy, being 
at leaſt in many things found in their fteps and praRices : ku: for reviling 
ſpeeches ler him look ar hoine. He faith, ſhe called him Deceiver , and (ids 
the prayers of the wicked were abhomination to the Lord , and this by him 1s term* 
cd rayling and reviling, though it be according to the Scriptures, which pro 
ceeded from thoſe rhat ſpake as they were moved of the holy Ghoſt. Bur he in 
his anſwer to Ralph Farmer, ſaith, the in-ler and out-lct, rhe fore-door and 
back-door of much of Englands miſery, and conſequently of Byiftels, is an ig- 
Norant, ungodly, laZie, proud, ſcandalous, foule-mwurthering Miniſtry , wio 
have made rhemſ-Jves contempcible and baſe in rhe eyes of all gyod men, and 
in the conſciences of many bad. Now if this be ſo, the Q akers (as he calls 
them.) did nor all the miſchief in Briſto/l, as he fallly ſaith they did , for now 

| he ſairh, rhe in-ler and out-let , the forcedoor and back-door of much of the 
miſery of England and Briſtol, is an iguoraar, ungodly, lazie, proud, ſcandalous, 
ſoule-murthering Miniſtry : And.ſo hach he proved himſelte a lyar, and a falſe 
accuſer , which rhe Miniſters of Chriſt 'were not Bur who is the rayler and 
revilcr now ? They that bear true teſtimony againſt him and his generations 
according to Scripture ? or Thomas Ewins in ſpeaking his own corrupied words 
our of his pollured and unſantiied founrain, who by his own conſefſion que* 
ſtions wherher ever he had received the Spirit, to purge and purific , cleanſe 
and ſan&ific believers, and make them holy : Bur ifjc be ſo, that the miſery 
of England and Briſfoll, is ſuch a Miniftry as he hath before expreft, and which 
he terms che Miniſtry of the Nation, onghr they nor to be teſtified againti? and 
he alſo, ſo far a5 he is found in thejr condition £ And may. it nor w+ ll bc: taid, 


that ir is the great miſery of many poor fouls in Briſtol, char ſuch ignorant and * 
blinde guides as ye are, are followed, which is the insler and our-ler, the foree - 
door and back door ot ſo much confution, as is ac this day among} you, one - 


bearing with the other in you: darkneſſe, and ia your ftreight and large prin.- 


ciples, till ye become all quite blinde, and. ſtark drunk in your imagigations, 


reeling aid ſtaggering, (> thar many.poor people are even at their wits e 
and have followed you fo long. till their Ghalenans even fawiſhed, and _ 
fallen into miſery. Bur glory to the Lord:God of life , who. hath cauſed light 
ro ſhine out of darkneſle, and our of obſcurity, by which the deceirfull veiles 
and covcriygs of the ſoul- murchering Miniſtry are made manifeſt... | 


And were thoſe ſayoury words for Thomas Ewins to ſay, It were fitter ſuch an 
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idle huſwife were whit, and ſent to Bridewell to worke , then to goe about rayling ax 
people as ſhe d1d? Let ſhame cover his face for ever, when he looks back on his 
own words, which are fo well like the word: and deeds of the Miniſters of the 
Nation , which himſelfe calls the ſoul-murthering Miniſtry , that he which 
reads, may eaſily —_ them to agree , and that one and the ſame ſpiric 
leads and guides them all. And did not Thomas Ewins let flye at her in envy, 
when he ſpake ſuch words, and hath thus confeſt it, to his ſhame among thole 
that are not willing to joyn hand with the wicked, and to take part with evill 
doers : And for his ſaying that ſhe curſed and rayled , that is but the invented 
refuge of his lying ſpirit,tor the words he ſets down as hers, are no ſuch things. 
And for his charging her to be idle, that is from the ſame root of lying, ſhe 
having been known to be diligent in an honeft employment, and lives not by 
others labours, as do the ſoul-murthering Miniſters as he calls them, who 
preach for hire, and divine for money, and againſt thoſe thar put not into their 
mouths, they prepare war : And take liberty ro themſelves from their high 
places, to reproach, reviſe, flander and belye them that feare the Lord, and are 
- obedient to Chriſt the light of che world : But if anv who feel the burthen of 
the word of the Lord, and witneſle it, as a fire in their bones, and being weary 
of holding it in, are made to pour it our againſt the foul-murthering Minis 
ſtry, &c. For this, they muſt to the whip, to priſon, to Bridewell, &c. And 
in this Thom.us Ewins is diſcovered : And for his ſaying, 6 be aſhamed and con- 
founded, poor deceived man , becauſe I ſaid, ſhe teſtified from the 
Lord: I ſay his own words are turned upon his own head, and to bear 
witneſle in truth againſt his deceit, I call a teſtifying from the Lord : And it's 
apparent it reachr him, and his bottome was ftirred up, to give forth ſuch 
filthy unfavoury words, more like a perſecuter, they a Miniſter of Chriſt 3 ſo 
that he may well bluſh, to write his own folly and confuſion, for me his words 
reach nor. 

But he would deviſe a thing of his own, and make a little Logick, as he calls 
it,. to ſhew his skill, and to evade the thing in hand : And when he hath utre- 
red his abbominable lyes, asks, is this good Logick 2 I ſay it is his own, aud 
not bcing good, he may be aſhamed of it; for they that read his lines, may 
read his tolly.He ſaith, in my Jetter T endeavour to parallel! her with Pau/,and 
her ſufferings with Pauſs ſufferings, & him with Pauls perſecutors: All which is 
fo notoriouſly falſe, and from the father of lyes, that were he not paſt feeling, 
a man would marvail how, without bluſhing, he can write ſuch plain lyes, and 
untruchs, when nothing like ſuch a thing appears in my letter ro him , as rhe 

der may fee. In which1erter I do not ſo much as once mention her name, 
much lefle do 1 endeavorr to parallel hcr with Paul , or her ſufferings with 
Pauls ſufferings : Bur that which I did was, to reprove Themas Ewins for his 
uvnſavoury words and practices in oppoſing the trurh , and them that come to 
witneſle againſt his deceit, whom he threatned with Bridewell, with whipping, 
&c.And by his fruirs 1 tryed him,according tro the Scriptures, & found him our 
of the practice of the true Miniſters of Chriſt , and direaly in the ſteps and 
ratices of the enemics of Chrift, and his Goſpel, and: therefore plainly told 


9 im it was the Devill that caft the Saints into priſon ; It was wretched Pilate 


' *that ſcourged Jeſus : It was thoſe Maſters, wheſe gain came in by divination, 
-Joyning with the rude multitude, that carryed Paul and S;las before the Magi- 
ſtrates » and cauſed them to be beaten, and caft into priſon It was Jeſus rhar 
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' told his Diſciples they muſt be ſo uſed by the world , the generation of vi- 
pers, &c. It was Paul the able Miviſter of the Spirit, and not of the Letter, 
that proved himfelfe the Miniſter of God in patience, in tumults, in ſtripes, 
in impriſonments, &c.;Bot it was Thomas Ewins a Miniſter of the letter,and nor 
of the Spirit,that is,threatning the ſervants of God,& witneſſes of Jeſus, with 
ſtripes, with whips, & with Bridewel. Now let all that read, but honeſtly confi- 
der,hovy from theſe expicttions,and the like,a man vvho hath any fear of God 
vvichin him, can be ſo knovvingly wicked, as to affirme in print that Tendeavour 
to cempaye her with Pav),and ker ſufferings with his. And hovv vvofully Cit is like ) 
by vvicked art,he can corrupt the Scriptures,and bely the Prophets,and Apo» 
filcs, and holy men of Ged that gave themforth, vvho are deceaſed, rhart dares 
ro :fhinie things ſo directly falſe and vnirue, as done and publiſhed by 
a man, vvhcm he knovvs to be yer alive, and able enough to ſee and diſcover 
bjs vvickednefle» Ard hovv blinde, and like to fall intothe ditch are all thoſe 
that vvill believe, cr receive for truth all that comes from fo falſe a ſpeaker, 
viho, I might eaſily prove is far cut of Pauls condition, vvho vyas a Miniſter of 
Chriſt, and Preacher of the Goſpel], and called to the vvork, Bur Thomas Ew» 
ins hath denyed that he is a Miniſter, either called, conſtituted, or ordained ; 
Ard thercfcre is he no Preacker of the Goſpel. Paul vvas ſent to turn the 


Ccntiles from datknefle to the light. But Thomas Ewins faith , to bid people , 


rurn to the light vvithin, is to cauſe them to ceaſe from beſieving in the per= 
ſon of Chriſt. And he is no Preacher of that, namely, to bid people turn to the 
lighr, Therefore is he no Preacher of the Goſpel, 

Again , Paul ard the Miniſters of Chriſt in meekneſle inſtruRed- thoſe 
vyhich oppoſed themſelves, Bur Thomas Ewins , vvhen one came to oppoſe 
him in his deceir, ſaid, It were fitter ſuch an idle huſwife were whipt , and ſent to 
Bridewell, Paul yvent into the Temple and Synagogues, to declare againſt 
them that held up the Idols Temple and ſhadovvs, ſrom vyhence he vvas ha» 
led out, impriſoned, and abuſed, Bur Thcnas Ewins ſtands up in the chiefe 
Place of the aſlen bly, and Yhariſee like he ſtands praving in the Idols Tem- 
ple, and ſome that bear vvirneſſe againſt him, he rthreatneth vvith vyhips and 
Bridevvel 3 and ſome are haled our and impriſoned ; for he confeſleth, pag. 58. 
in the margin, that one is novy impriſoned for diſturbing him ; Therefore Tho« 
mas Ewins and Pau! are nct alike, 

Again, Paul vvas not ſent to baptize , bat 10 preach the Goſpel , and ro turn 
to the light. But Th:mas Ewins doth either baptize , as he calls it, thatis to 
ſay, waſh the outſide of the people in brooks and rivers, when the infide is 
ſull of hypocrifie, deceit and wickedneſs, not being ſent , or elſe he was ſent 
ro doit, and from the light doth hee turn. And cf thar Goſpel is he no 
Preacher, therefore no preacher of that Goſpel which Paulpreached. 

Again, it is che work of the Devil, the god of the World, to blind the 
minds of rhoſe that belive not in the light,- Teſt the light of the glorious Goſs 
pel of Chriſt ſhould ſhine unto them, and into rheir hearts, to give the knows 
ledge of the glcry of God. And Themas Ewing is no Preacher of the light, 


bur leſt the light which God commanded to ſhine out of darkneſs, ſhould: 


ſhine into peoples hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of 
God in the face of Jeſus Chrift, he labcurs hard to blind their minds with 


prejudice againſt the lighr, relling them, ir is pernicious dodrine 3. they that, 
preach it, ſhur up the Kingdom, and take peoyle ſrom belieyiogin the perſon, - 


Ss. > 7 "EY 
of Chriſt. Therefore is Thomas Ewins a Miniſter of Satan, and a Co-worker 
with the Devil, in blinding peoples minds, and turning chem from the light. 

And now all this being coufidered, will it he unequal for me to couple 
him wic' Ralph Farmer, though he would couple me with him, and ſay, he 
wondred thar [ and they, who are ſo difierent in other things, can all agree to 
caſt ſt>nes at him ; which is a iye, for I joined not with Ralph Farmer, to caſt 
ftones at him, whoſe blood-thirſty ſpiric I do deny, and with it haye I no uni- 
on, but in ſoberneſs and ſeriquineſs I write the truth concerning him. Bur he 
asketh me if I be nor joined a brother in bittergeſs with him, rhar is to ſay, 
R.F. [ anſwer, nay, I am no brother in bitterneſs with him, bur all brother-- 
hood and attniry with that bicter, envious, bloody, perſecuting ſpirit, with 
which ye bothare ated and ruled, I do utterly renounce and diſclaim., who 
in my meaſure have unity with that meek and gentle ſpirit, which wich God 

..s of great price, and rherefore hated and perſecuted by Satans inſtruments ; 
| but I perceive there is ſomerhing in what I writ , that hath diſcovered his de= 
; ceir, and he is much hurc, har his works of darkneſs are laid open. Surely 
there is an arrow that hath reacht the heart of rhe Kings enemie, he ſaith [ 
; writ a Letter to him, abour a year ago, and now publiſhed it ro the world in 
ſuch a ſubtile manner, as that he who reads my title page, would verily he- 
lieve he were ſome dreadful Perſecutor. .Alas poor man { how is hz handl:d 
- and troubled that his works of darknefs are made manifeſt, and his skirts dil- 
covered ? Oh / Had the deceir been hid, and the wicked roounng ſpiric 
been covered, he would have born it ; bur to have ir publiſhed, that Paſſers 
by behold.and rake notice of ir, this he likes nor, bur is ſorely troubled and 
.Woundedat ir. And did he not, on thigeonfideration, leſt deceir ſhovld be 


made manifcſt, coaceal the anſwers-ro the Antiquzries, bur ſuff:red them 
- tobe printed long time after he received the anſwers, as if no anſwer at all 
/ had been given to chem. Poor blind man 7 he is of a large principle, and 
* can bear with thoſe that think vain traditions ſulficient, and not differ from 
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ſure, which ne is now filling wp, whothave a!l one purſe, he hath caſt in his 
lot amongſt them, and if his councel he raken, one muſt ro the whip, and 
another ro rne priſon, as he fairh, for diſturbing him, and hath publiſhed it to 
his own ſhame, and what diftui bs him he hach wanifeſted ; bur 1s ner he an 
evil doer that hates the lighr, and will no: bring his deeds to it to be tryee, 
Jeaft the lighc ſhould reprove him, Hur he is no Picacher of rhe lip hr. To 
which Lay, the day hath manifeited him arid others, and no veil nor deceit» 
ful covering, can any l3ager hides rhzm from the maniteſtation of the ligar, 
though they can bear with og& 4n0her, evenin thoſe thing: which his own 
words beſpcak quits contrary , and nor diftcr, yer rhey who fear the Lord, 
cmnot join wich you, butzas the Lord calls them ro ic niuſt bear witneſs a- 
gainſt you all, aad the Lord is now gathering his people from amongſt you, 
and he is your friend, that deals plainly wich you, and tells you rhe truth, 
though ye may account me your enemy for fo doing, and fay | have afted ke 
Fudas, Bur whar have I done? Why, publiſhzd- your deceir openly, and 
diſcovered the <kirrts of rhe Whore, and now h<r children beſtir rhem to re- 
cover her veil, bur all in vain,for all your veil: of deceit muft be pluckr off and 
raked muſt ye be, 2nd open rebuke» better then ſecrer love 3 and thoſe that 
deal uprightly cannor cry peace to rhe wicked. And {:rioufly did I write, and 
was not inmodeſt towardshim, nor you, though ye have all venred our your 
ſelves againſt me, and bidune be aſhamed 21.4 con'ounded 3 bur neither a- 
ſhamed, nor coufounded am L, nor ſhall T be, for bearing wirneſs to the truth, 
againſtall your deceir 5 and with Ralph Farmer, may Thomas Ewins be yoked 
or coupled, for he confeſferh R.F. gave him the right hand of fellowſhip.and 
11 his Revs i: he found, he ia tis higiic,and rhe orhier in his, the one ſtraight in 
his principles, and the other large in his, yer in this ye diff-r nors Ralph 
Farmer denies the light, and ſpeaks, and writes agtialt it Cwhich none of th 
Prophets, Apoſtles, cr holy racen of God ever did, bur it was their glory, 
even thar which was prepared before rhe face of all people, a light to lighren 
the Gentiles) and to dath Thomas Ewins : Ralph Farmer is found among thar 
generation that preach for hire, and devine i=r money 3 and fo is Thrmas Ee 
wins : Ralp.) Farmer ſtands praying in 12 Synagogues (which ſome call a 
Church) hath the chief plzce 10 the Aſlembly, and is called of men Maſter; 
and {9 ic 1s with Thomas Ewins z ſame of choſe that cone ro bear witneſs a- 
gainſt Ralph Farmer, are impriſoned, [ent ro Bridewel and cruelly whipr, and 
many ſtrips laid upon them, being the ſame uſage, rthac the Meſſengers aud 
witnetles of God in former ages rec-ived from the adulrerous and wicked ge- 
neration of igaorant, foul-murchering Teachers, Rulers, and p<crſecurors ; 
and on? of thoſe rhar came to bear wicneſ againſt Thomas Ewins,hz2 confeiletts 
is now in priſon 5 and he gives |ji> judgement againſt a1other, that ir was fir* 
ter ſuch an idle Huſwife were ſent to Bridewe!lland wilpr, &c. But ſaith Thos 
mas Ewins, 1 didit but once, upon which you conelud-z, 1am no Miniſter of 
the Goſpel, bur a perſecutor of rhe truth. I anſwer. Ard well [ may. for he 
char is a perſecuror of the rruth, is no Preacher of the Goſpel'z and he that 
Juſts afrera thing, hath commirred rhe thing in his hearc, and onr of rie a- 
bundance of the heart che mouth ſpeakerh z and a clear fountain ſeadeth nor 
forth tuch filthy ſtuff, bur by ſuch fruirs j13 the devonring wolfe known. And 
for thar,rthar he plc ads: was but once;lI iy, Carn killed his brother bur oncrs 


Herod ſlew the innocent children but once, and Jails betrayed kis Maſter 
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vengeance Of the Lord, they could nor eſcape. 

Again, Ralph Farmer ſpeaks and writes againſt thoſe people called Quakers, 
whom he revile, ſlanders, and belies,and ſeeks occafion to ipeak evil of them, 
as was the manner of blood-thirſty perſecators , and Thomas Ewins helps on 
with his ſtrength, and ſo doth his company. And ſomething it was, that he 
confefleth Ralph Farmer gave him the right hand of fellowſhip,and was ſatis- 
fied in his call. By all which, and much more that might be faid, it is manifeſt 
that one and the (cif fame ſpirit guides them both, onely one hath a larger 
meaſure, and the other a ſtraighrer, abour which they need not differ. But 
however, as Pilate and Herod,in ſome things they do diſagree, and are at odds, 
yet in oue are they joyned againſt the Lamb, waoi: the light, of which the 
ſervants of God do bear witneſs ; and although rheir light hit not in every 


' thing, yet are they joyned hand in hand agiinit rhe trae light 3; and alchovgh 
| "Thomas Ewins in word hath denied himſelf a Pariſh Miniſter, yer by his fruics 
| Is he manifeſted to be amongſt them, and of the ſane ſpirit with them , and 


=—theday hath diſcovered him, and ſufficiently is he proved in confifion 3 and 


rruly your covering is the Lord ripping off, and your sKirts are diſcovered,and 
the mingled people in the midſt of Babylon, where are ſome misbaptized 
people, wanting light, ro ſce right adminiſtrations, bur rhink their Infant- 
baptiſm ſafficient. Others are rhocough-paced Anabapciſts, ſome walking 
in ſtcaighr p. inciples, others in large, one thinking one thing, and another an- 
other, and yet you diffcr nor. Now 1s nor this child like the mother, and will 
not ſuch a ſon help to recover the veil, to cover his mothers skirts,thac ye may 
all bear with one anocher in darkneſs, that your works may be hid ? bur the 
Lords wayes are not yours, and therefore muſt your skirts be laid open, and 
your heels made bare, for tie year of the redeemed is come, and the glory of 
the Lord is ariſen upon his people; as in dayes of old. Therefore —_ Baby» 
Jon, where the darkneſs and confuſion js, he troubled and recompenced ; a- 
monegſt which your lot is now fll'n, 

And for the anſ vers tro the 16. quzries which I publiſhed, and he menti- 
ons, L own them, and nota word therein hath he diſproved , bur cells me he 
might comm-nd my wit In putting them forth after the man is dead. To 
which [I ſay, its like he writes one thing, and thinks another, whieh wich him 
may be an uſual pragice. But how can { commend his honeſt dealing,-upon a 
zuſt ground, who had the anſwers delivered to him in writing, ſome maneths 

efore the quzries were publiſhed. And was that honeſt or commendable for 
him, to be the conveyer of 16. Antiquzries to me, and in ſhort time received 
an anſwer from thoſe to whom the Anriquz:ies were direRted, and.cither con« 


/ ceal them himſelf from Zohn Pendarvis, or elſe he negle& to rake notice 


% 


* hypocriſic will che moreappear- 


thereof, and in his book ſeveral moneths afrer, puHliſhed the ſaid Antiquaries 
hy the name of quzrtes, as if they had never been anſwered;now if he had 
not printed the queries, or printing them, had alſo printed the anſwers, and 
ſo had replyed thereto; or, if they could hare diſproved them, it had been 
ſomething like men, bur to priat the one, and conceal the other, is {o abſo- 
lutely foul and deceitful, rhat-ic was the cauſe of publiſhing thoſe anſwers,thac 
he with all thac were concerned in thar deceir, might be manifeſted. And if 
Thomas Ewins will clear his fellow which is dead, he may, and then his own 

And whereas he confeſleth thoſe quaries 
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were Ofice anſwered by another, and prerends the anſwers agree not : And 
that if four more had anſwered them, they might perhaps have come as near mn 
their anſwers, as fixe of the Preachers of Eng/and might do, in their interpret- 
inga place of Scripture : To this 

I ay, wherein do the anſwers differ, or how doth ir appear that they agree 
nor, for he manifeſts nothing of ic : And fince he could manifeſt nothing.why 
doth he give his tongue and his pen to ſlandering ? Bur doth one anſwer build 
up that which another throws downe 2 or doth one confeſle that which ano- 
rher denies ? It's true, one anſwer may be larger then another, and good rea- 
fon, for there was ſomething in the Anriquzries , which was lefr our, when 
they were printed by the name of Quzries; and was not that a difference a- 
mong themſclves, one while to ſend them by the name of Antiquzries, and 
after they were ſo anſwered, to print them by the name of Quzries. Beſides, 
did Matthew, Make, Luk, and ohn differ, and nat agree ? and therefore re- 
proveable by him. becauſe of the thing of which rhey all declare, they uſe 
not one and the ſelf-ſame words, and no more, bur one is larger in his Decla- ' 
ration then another : And whereas he ſeemeth to compare the Antiquzries 
to the Scripture, and the anſwers to the meaning or interpretation the Pricſt 
put thereon , I ſay, his compariſon will not hold z fer the Antiquzries , in 
which were lyes and deceir, are not to be compared to the Scriptures of 
truth : And if he be not wilfully blinde and ignorant, he may ſee his own con- 
fuſion, and his companions, who are of differing principles , as much as is be- 
rwixt ſtreight and broad, and yer, ſaith he, we differ not ; and yer himſelfe 
would ſlander others in ſecret for differing, bur no wayes makes it appeare 
wherein. And {9 in this, as well as in other of his works, hath he manifeſted 
his N_ folly , and all the faid anſwers ſtand uncontrolled by him in the 
leaſt, 

But why appears he (in pag. 44. & 63.) aſhamed of his call by thoſe called 

a Church 2? and faith, he (that is, Ralph Farmer.) dealt diſ-ingenuouſly in 
relling how they ſent for him out of Wales, &c. when he knew he was ſent for 
by the Mayor , ſome Aldermen , many of the Councill, and orher Genrtle- 
men and Commiiſioners of the City of Brifto!l ? Fer were henot blinde , he 
migt-t be ſ1'ent, and not have declined his Call by rhoſe himſelf calls a Church, 
and claimed it from the powers of the earch, who in the gainſaying generation 
are found, from whom the ſervants of God, who beare teſtimony ro his name, 
and in his power are ſent and moved to declare againſt the abhominations and 
falſe worſhips of che times, have and do receive the like meaſure now , as the 
Prophets and Miniſters of the Locd in former ages did from the Rulers and 
falſe worſhippers of their times , when of the Lord they were ſent and moved 
to dec'are againſt the ſame. And what friends ro the Goſpel and power of 
godlincſle, che genera'ity of rhoſe aforeſaid have been, is nor unknown, vvho 
in thcir ſeveral-dayeS appeared as bad as they dujſt, under rhe powers that 
control:ed them, perſccuting not onely rhe life and power of godlineſle, but 
even the forme cf italſo; a more particular accomprt whereof, in due ſeaſon 
may be given as occaficn is miniſtred, ro the ſhame and everlaſtivg coutempr 
of the perſ:cutors, whoſe names muſt ror, 

But can it be forgotten, how they in former dayes, perſecuted, imprifoned, 
indicted, arraigned, and bound to good behaviour, rhe people called Puritans 
and Scttaries, for religious meetings, which they called Conventicles, and for 
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opening ſhops uyon Popiſh Holy-dayes. which themſelves popiſhly. idolized, ' 


ard ſuffered Ryots, Tumults, and Infurrcdions. tobe made upon che per ple, 
wi tte were up ſtirred. to bear teſtimony againſt thoſe abhominations, . and 
how wick<dly fierce and crue}] they were jn the time of rhe late Wars, pcr- 
ſecuring, impriſoning, and deſiroying the lives, liberties ard efates 5: thoſe 
calicd iunvnd-beads, contriving and impoſing pernicious carhs tpon the pro. 
ple, 5o evfnare the jnnccent, as by their own Beccrg: it may appear , whichif 
any throvgh tenderneſte refaled., how crully they voce periccured and tore 
mented, 15 unt eaſily forgatren. Ard ajrthcugh fcr a ſcatori, the people of 
God were dehvercd from the jawes of rhe oppretiore, aud ric oppretied ruled 
over them: yer fince, by the caange of times, wickeanctt: 1: evalted , and op* 
porimaity is adnijaiſired for the oppreſſors to appear, how ſoon, xnd how zea- 
Joutly arc rev ating C as before J acainſt an INNCCENT pcapl:, who feare the 
Lord, and in obedience to hin canner bow ro thor 11s and Tuſts, but as they 
are moved of the Lerd do diclare his Counſel! ard aftured judgements againſt 
falſe warſhips, and worſhippers, and orner abnowinations , beating true. teſti» 
mony forthe name of rhe Lord, againft ir £6 the world, that the work: thei e- 
; of are evill, yer how crueliy they have for this >2r(ecured rhem , under the 
' name of Q1akers , as formerly they did under the name of Keund-heads, Pu- 
| ritans, and SeQaries, i; not ſoightren, nor the numbers that have been impri- 
; foned to ſati. fie their wills and [uſts, when no Javy of the Nation vvas broken, 
"nay, nor the ſhedding the righteous biood of ſeverall of them, by cruel whip- 
' pings in their Priſon houſes, Ec. like thc encnucs of God in former ages , Who 
| eate up the Lords prop/e as bread, and accounced them as ſheep for the ſlaughter, 
' And wheſz Miniſter then is he like ro be , who by luciza generation is ſent 
ropreach a Goſ5el ? And whoſe fervant is he like to prove, that glories in his 
; Call by ſuch a people 2 And where is his rule or example for this, except in 
Baliam the falſe Prophet and Diviner, veho errive from the Spirt;, by vyhich 
| he ſavy the goodl y Tents of 7309" and blofled 11ae!, bing len for by the Ru- 
+ Jers of Moab the enemy of God. for rhe love of pronintion, the revvard of divi- 
; nation, and the vvages of iniquiry, or of ſeverall Ligh plices, endeavoured to 
curſe the people vyhom Gol had b!: ſlcd. | 
Andvviereat hedeclares his conſenting to, and helping on the accufations, 
vyhich he ca's admonition3ſ-nt ro me and othcr:. I ſay. Alas poor man ! hovy 
| vviling is Diotrephes ro have pre*2minence, and the cfore meddles in things. 
© jn vrhich ke is nor concerned, prating againſt us vvith malicious vvords , not 
4 receiving the Saints, but forbidding rhicm that vrould. Ard according to your 
| ovvs principles, vyhat hath he ro do in conſenting to, or helping on ad yeniti- 
ons in the Independent Church Cf called) in Brijiell? vrho is kimfcli an Ana- 
| bapti?, and a member (as he ſaith) of another Church in London and vvas 
| never admitted a meniber by thoſe of Brifto!l, cnely by thera vvas ſent for, to 
' preach for hire {: Avd by the Mayor, ſome Aldermen, Covocel'ors, Gentlemen, 
and Commiſſioners Cas he calls them) had the revvard of Ditination promiſed, 
| wyhich (as | reniember) vvaca iool, or x20. a year vvith promotion ro the 
honourofa publique Le&ure ſo called , in th+ middle of the City. Bur Cl 
| ay) what harh this man co do (beinga meer hireling , and never admitted, 
207 received a member) ro trouble himſelf, in helping on accuſations againſt 
hoſe who have denyed him, ard never approved his carnall obfervations, nor 
' arge principles, only 1:ke Baiaam his elder brother, being ſent for as aforeſaid; 
hath 
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hatha minde to comply with-the Rulers of Moab, in- curſmg thoſe whom Cod 
hath atrogerh-r blefled : And bleſſed ſhall they be of tha Lord, whoſe living 
preſence they know and feel in rae micſt of chem : Aria yer her the Ruler; of 
Moab, nor all rhe falſe Prophets in Griffoll nor Ergiand flaii be abie t= roverſe: 
it ; and this may you all know 1n the day whe: og ve will deere 16 aye hes Heath 
of the righteaus, and that your latter end may ** ting tmens, 

And whereas he tclls of many who cen iay , the Err is with tis Miniſtry, 
comfortigg, refreſhing! end quicknit'p their ſouls, &c, I lay, the Vimar may lead; 
the blinde till they all Jall into the dich. Bur how can ir be that the Lord is with: 
his Miniſtry, who himiclf 1s no Minifice, as he hath conſeſt ? And how can. 
ther. be comforting and refreſhing adminiſtred, from him who harhnot rcaci- 
ved the Spi:jr to comfe.rt and chear drooping fouls, and fill themwith refreſh» 
ment, as he gives it uader his hand ? Bur this I ſay, 1 knew many poor ſouls: 
who (before he came) had ſome ſerſiblenels of their conditions: moving in 
them, by which rhcy began to be awakened cu: cfthar ſ-cutiry and: deceit, 
in which they had been a: eaſe, who after they had ſuckt in andembraced his 
deceit, he dawbing them with untempered morter, ſtrengthning: the handsof 
evill doers, by promiſing them peac?, healing the hurt of the people lighrly,. 
crying peace, peace, fo them, while they walk. in. the imaginations: of their” 
hearts, per (wading them to believe lyes, and thar their fins are pardoned, for- 
g1ven and blotred out, when rheir lives and converſationsdeclare the contrarv, 
quencltiap and grieving the good ſpirit of God , and crucifying afreſh the Son: 
of God, who is the faithfull and true witncfle, who is come and doth convince 
the world-of fin, and bears true refiimony within againſt all ungodlinefſe and 
unrightcovineſs of men, which by him was called the temprations of Satan. I 
ſay, afrer this wofull Dou&rine came to be received and embraced, they again: 
fell aſlecp-ia ignorance and ſecurity, and now live in pleaſure and much wan» 
tonneſle, whoje laſt eſtate is werſe then the fliſt, And this.is for ſome amongſt your 
to obſerve ſor your g90d, 

And how well right he ſave his labour in many pages, in which he ſo vaialy 
boaſts and commends himſelfe for a Preacher and publiſher of rhe glorious 
Goſpel, that n-<d+ no proof of man,&c. And the many hundreds thar'can fay,- 
the Lord is with his Miniſtry, &c. 1fay, how well might he be filent in this 
his own commendations, who preſently. gives it under his hand, that he much 
queſtions whether he hath received the Spirit of rhe New Teſtament, to open 
and reveal the myſteries of the Kingdome , which ro the Sainrs is given to 
know. Fer that Goſpel which the Miniſters of Chriſt did, and do preach, and 
is indeed glorious, is che Goſpel of the Kingdom , and that Gofpel was and is 
a myſtery hid from ages and generations, but was and is maniteſted- and re» 
vealed ta them by the Spirit 3 which Spirir he havingnotreceived, the myſte- 
ries of the Kingdome, and cf the Goſpel rhereof, tohim are not opened; but 
ar hid, as it was from ages and generations paſt. And then Cpoor man!) 
what hath he to preach, or to miniſter ; or with what can he quicken,comfrt 
and refrcſh poor ſouls, and turn them to God, as he ſpeaks ? Well may he feed. 
them with aſhes, winde and confuſion, with lying vifiens, with a viſion of his 
own heart. And by a ſpirit of Divinaticn, may he cauſe them to erre from the 
right way like Balaam. But with the bread of life, the immorrall food, the 
power of God, the life and quickning of the Spirit , the hidden myſteries of 
the Goſpel , in which the glory of God is manifeſted, he is not intruſted, nei- _ 
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ther of it can heat all miniſter, to whom ir is hid, and not opened, nor reveal- 
ed. And are not all thoſe blinde, and like to fall into rhe ditch, that are led 
by ſuch a guide? expeing to receive joy, peace, eſtabliſhment , comforr, re- 
freſhmenr from him, who is out of it all, can do nothing vvell, but is dry, bar- 
ren and empty,in the pollution and defilement, not purged, cleanſed, nor ſan- 
ified, nor adorned with ſpirituall gifts, bur is himſelfe our of ir all, and gives 
it under his hand that it is ſo * And how dares he ſay, his record is on high, 
and that many ſoules that lay welrring in their blood of ignorance before he 
Came, are now turned to God ; For althoug the children of che night, and of 
darkneſle may flatter, and pleaſe themſelves in their imaginations and lying vi - 
fions, yet how can he be an inſtrument to turn ſouls ro God, who Chimſelfe) 
iS our of all (&c. as is before mentioned) and can do nothing well, nor knows 
that God, to whom he pretends to turn ſouls , for God is light, and in him is no 
darkneſſe at all ; and thoſe that turn ſouls ro God , turn them to the light , fer 
God is ligh t, but of this is he no Preacher, but accounts it pernicious do&rine 
to bid people turn to the light, 

And whereas he ſaith (page 59.) it is his daily care and work to preach the 
Kingdome of God freely to ſinners , and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt as the vvay to 
the Kingdome, and to invite and encourage poor ſoules to come intoit, I 
fay, his ignorance borh of the Kingdome of God, and of Chrift the lighe which 
is the way, is ſeen and comprehended : For the Kingdeme of God cometh not 
with obſervation , bur faith Chriſt Cwho is the true lighr, and the vvay to the 
Kingdome) the Kingdome of God i within you, and in his Kingdome he is, vvho 
is light; and he that is the vvay, and the trurh, the ſame is the light, 1hat en- 
lightneth every man that cometh into the world : And all that are invited and en= 
couraged to come into the Kingdome , are invited and encouraged to come 
into it vvhere it is, and that is within, and not in ourvvard obſervations ; and 
thoſe that are encouraged to vvalk in the vray that leaderh into the Kingdom, 
are encouraged to receive and vvalk in the light, vvhich is the vvay , Chriſt 
Jeſas, the light of the vyorld ; and fo all that preach the Kingdome of God, 
preach it vvithin , and all that ever preached Chriſt, the vvay to the King- 
dome, preached rhe light, for he is the crue light. But againſt all chis hath 
Thoms Ewins declared , not only his ignorance, bur alſo his enmity, and ſaith, 
to bid people turn to the light vvithin , is pernicious Dofrine, of it is he no 
Preacher, and thoſe that preach this Dorine , do ſhur up the Kingdome a- 
gainſt chemſclves and orhers. Alas,poor blinde man ! vyhat a pirriful thing 
Cof a Preacher.) is he, vvhoſe eye is ſo utterly darkned and made blinde, by 
the god of the Worlds to vvhom he turns, or vrich vvhom he keeps multi- 
tudes of ſouls, thar novy the day is ſo much appeared, he cannor ſee, bur is 
groping as in the night, vyearying himſelf in his imaginations, ſtuml/ling art the 
light, yvhich is his condemnariory bu: the glory of Gods /ſrael, vvho receive, 
and believe in the ſame. | 

And whereas he faith, he preacheth that Goſpel of glad rydings, which 
Chriſt gave Commandment to be preached to all Nations, in which the ever- 
laſting love and good Will of God in Chiiſt is declared to loſt ſinners, I ſay, 
that Goſpel, of which the Apoſtles of Chriſt were nor aſhamed, is the power 
of God to ſalvation, to all that receive his love, and believe in the light; 
but againſt all chat walk after rhe fleſh, accordivpg to the courſe of this world, 
in the imaginations of their hearcs, not believing in the light, ncr to ir are 
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obedient, bur hold the truth of God in unrighteouſneſs, the wrath of God is 


revealed, and thorough the Goſpel which is the power of God, is tcibulati- 
on and anguiſh miniſtred to every ſoul that doth evil, and againſt all ungod*- 
lincſ: and unrighteouſneſs of men,and the Goſpel of the grace of Gcd teach 
eth to deny it, which Goſpel according to the Commandemenr of Chriſt, is 
now preached, nor onely rhcroughout this Nation of Eng/and, and the domi- 
ons thereof, bur in moſt or all other Nations, I know in the world 3 fo that 
the chief Cities and Seats of the Pope and Turk are not exempted 3 and the 
Miniſters thereof have nor loved their lives unto the death, nor accompr-d 
any thing too dear, or too much to ſuffer, ſo they may but finiſh their teſti- 
mony, and the Miniſtry which by God is commitred ro chem for the ,Ele&s 
ſake, and from other Heathens do they receive the like meaſure abroad, as 
they do from their own Ccuntry-men at home,and account it not grievous to 
ſuffer for the name of Jeſus , whilſt the Miniſters of Satan that work deceit- 
fully, defiroving ſouls for diſhoneſt gain, are at eaſe in their wealthy Pariſhes 
and Lectures, living in pleaſure and idleneſs, nor ſerving the Lord, but their 
own bellies, and by pleafing words deceive the ſouls of the ſimple, ſpeaking 
evil of that they underſand nor, perſecuting the truth, and evilly entreating 
the Meſſengers thereof, for which they muſt give an accompr, 

And for what he ſpeaks of Mary Prince Cwhich he calls Mrs. Prince) accu» 
fing her of envy, hypocriſie, railing, reproaching, jecring, ſcoffing, &c, I 
fay, Alas / poor man, why had he not firſt pulled the beam our of his own 
eye, before he had ſought mores in anothers eye ;, for, Mary Prince, for many 
years paſt hath had, and ſti]! hath ſs large a witneſs, not onely in his own con- 
ſcience, bur in the conſciences of many other her enemies, of her weck, ſo- 
ber,and good converſation, beyond many,which he himſelf accompts rhe peo- 
ple of God, that I necd nor fay a word in her behalf, but let wickedneſs be 
upon the head of the wicked and falſe accuſer, 

. But for what is ſhe accuſed(*as aforeſaid?*)why,for this,namcly beariovg true 
teſtimony againſt his deceit, and (as heſaith) called co the people at his 
Lecture, and bid them beware of him, for ſhe had heard him ſay, thar he 
had not the Spirirof God. To which I ſay, I never read of any of the Mi- 
niſters of Chriſt that were owners of a thing called a Le&ure, bur why doth 
he callit his. Le&ure, but becauſe for hire he preacheth ir, and fo the hire of 
about 24 1. a year, being his, he calls it his Le&ure? But was it not good 
counſel ſhe gave the people ? namely, to beware of him, that by him they 
might not bz deceived. Let the Reader, bur confider and juſtly weigh what 
himſelf gives forth , from pag. 51. topag.55. and he may ecafily ſee how need» 
ful and necefſary it was, for her that knew him well, to give ſuch warning, be- 


ing thereunto moved; for if a man will rake vpon him to be a Preacher and a + 


leader of others, who hath not received the Spirit of God, to open and reveal 
the myſteries of the kingdom of God,nor to comfort & refreſh drooping ſouls, 


nor to ſtrengrhen and encourage them with boldneſs to do and ſuffer for God, . 


to purge, purifie, cleanſe, ſandifie and make them holy and fruitful,and grow ' 


in grace, and fill them with meckneſs and love, and make them ſpiritual,and 
unite them rogether, and to adorn them with ſpiritual gifrs and grace; nor to 


Kllthem with a ſpirir of faith and prayer ; yea, if he hath not received thar - 
;ſpirir, without which he can do nothing well ; how exceeding needful is ir - 
that peoplebe warned thereof 2 and how great is the love of the Lord, in gi» - 

| ving.. . 
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*vingthem warning in'time? for what can any ſoul receive from fach a bling, IF 
aunholy,unſanRified Miniſtry thatcan do nothing w- ll evovpe ir be by it to be = 
led into thedirch and cauſed ro wander jn the dark and blind paths of deceir 
and deluſion towards death and deftrution, which is your own words to the 
Reader. And if Thomas Ewins be not the man whoſe condition this is, and 
hath publifhed himſelf fo under his own hand,let the (ber Reader judgz and 
ſo Mary Prince is clear of the blood of them that received nor warning, and 
Thomas Ewins his accuſations turn heaviiy on his own head, bur her they can- 
not reach, who hath delivered ner own foul, by giving them warning. 

And whereas he faith, I tell in my Letter, 1 was warned from inviſible 
lights tobeware of him, and that by viſible light he diſcerned his ſpeaking 
was butliethe acceptable to me and others, after he began to oppeſe, though 
before he was the exccllenteſt man that ever 1 mer with. 

Ifay, what high and excellent thoughts he had of hinſelf, may be percci- 
ved,and becavic/he accounted himicli fo cxce!lenc,tis like he perſwades l:jim- 
ſelf, that. accounted him fo too, in which he is miſtaken 4 for, I was fo far 
from it, that himſelf declares that his ſpeaking had fo little accepration with 
me and others, that we were ol-ſ:rved ofren to go out of the meeting when 
he was to ſpeak, which is an abſolute lye too, though by reaſon of his flat- 

. xering, daubing and deceit, there might be cauſe enough, and grief it is to 
ſee men of corr''pr minds to oppoſe the truth. And for ſeveral years, his 
preachingand devining, to me appeared fodry and empty, like other of the 

worlds Teachers, thar is was truly a grief and burthen ro me to fit under ir, 
And for whar he ſpeaks of my ſaying 1 was warned from inviſible lights to he- 
ware of him), it is a viſible 1ve, in which he is roo much exerciſed, and no 
iuch word was publiſhed by me, but that I was long fince warned from invi- 
ſible fights or manifeſtations, ro beware of him is truez ſomeching of whoſe 
woful condition was then manifeſted, - and may be accompliſhed, rowards 
whichhe haſtens apace. Bur his enmiry and hatred againſt the light, Cwhich 
is the glory of Geds Iſrael is ſuch) that he cannot but belye ir, And to him 
I fay, that which God hath prepared before rhe face of all people, a light to 
lighten rhe Gentiles, hath diſcovered and manifeſted him no Preacher,nor Mi- 
niſter of Chriſt, hut a perſecutor of the life and power of God. And in the 
day of his diſtreſs and anguiſh, which is coming from afar, in which !the men 
of war ſhall not find their hands, but weep bitterly, in which the ſtrong ſhall 
be as tow, andall hands be weak, and all knees be feeble, and all faces ga- 
ther palenefs, in which our God ſhail rear out of S70n, and utter his terrible 
voice from his holy Temple, before which a!l the carth ſhatl rremble,in which 
the Lords ſalvation ſhall be manifeſted for his people. in the dcfiraction of all 
his enemies 5 I ſay, in that day, which is at hand, and as a d-firuttion from 
the Almighty cometh, ſhall he ſee and know that by rhe ſame ſpirir of Pro- 
pheſie, which was of old, in the Prophets and holy men, and promileo in 
this day to be poured out vpon ſons and daughters, is hi- condition teen 
and known, and of it hath he been truly warned- 4nd that ir is not for Bough, 
that the Lord hath ſent his (crvants, in his dread and power to war! the wicl- 
ed; rhovgh they ruin not from their wicked wayes. Andalſo tharitis notfur 
naught thar rhoſe ſervants of che Lord, that ſtands in his counſel and receive 
| his will Cfrohwhom God hides not the things he is about co do in the world) 

-.._ hare not layed their lives unto the death, bur giren rheir backs to the (mi- 
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. company cf filly people, laden with fins and luſts enough, who hath none to 


| the pratice of the men of thy generation, the ſcul-murthering Miniſtry, of 
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rers, and their cheeks to them that pull off the hairs—nor' hid themſelves from 
ſhame and ſcffering, for theirreward is beſorexthem, and*their-God is with | 
them, whoſe acceprable day ro them is manifcſted,thouvgh the £igptians can- 
not {ce it, glory to his name for evermore. | 
And whereas he tells of his ſucceſs and proſperouſnefs in his work, and the 
large room be hath got jn the peoples hearrs lince Ilefr him, and the uſe he 15 
of to the deſolate Church, | 
I ay, in his work cf deceiving ſouls doth he proſper among yn, more then 
whilſt I was there to withſtand hiz'daubtng work, who now leads captive 4 


THE 


withftand him, or tell how long 3 and woe for you was the day, in which the 
Lord lefr you to ſuch a guide, in whoſe heatts,thac which makes deſolate bath 
room enovgh, and is of uſe ro lead on towards perdition, which is the work of 
that which is n: ither called, conſtituted, nor ordained ro miniſter for God- 
And now Themas Ewins, whereas in thy concluſion, thou fayeſt thou ex- * 
peR- ſt wany ſharp acrows of bitter words tu be ſhor at rhee, both by me 
and others, and tharthou mattcreſt ir not mnch, having written in plainnels 
_ of truth and ſoberneſs, rather for vindication of the truth, then of thy 
«JCI, Wo A 
'T fay, Thou haſt ſorely miſt in both, and haſt written Iyes, falſhood'and 
confuficn, as is plainly proved , to thy own ſhame, and for it wuſt iRſtu come 
to judgement, a+.d No veil of deceit can hide or cover thee : And that which 
I do, is plainly to Jay it Open, and manifeſt ic, that thou mayeft bluſh and be 
aſha:. ed,withour fhooting ſharp arrows of kitter words againſt thee.tnar being 


which thon declareft, who do nor only ſpeak birter words, but aifo ad crucha- 
Gions againft the innccenr,and thou. helpeſt ir on;ſo that if thy counſel] were 
taken.ſome muſt to the whip,ſome into priſon and into Bridewel for ieſtifying 
againſt vain and deceirfull worſhips, which thou canſt not prove to be accord- 
ing to the Scriptures, bur are traditions vf men. And indeed you are plainly 
manifeſt to be nor onely our of the power of godlinefle, but alſo out of the 
true forme in which the Saints were. One ſorr following your ſiraic princi- 
ples, and another your large, till ye become drunk in your imaginations, and 
have quite loft the right way, ſetting up your own inventions, which the Lord 
our light and life is come to diſcover, deſtroy and confound, glcry and he» 
nour to his name for evermore : And wich thy {latrering ſeverall perſons that 
licrle regard thee, and the Hadneſle of thy ſpirit therein appearing, 1 ſhall nor 

. reddlc, nor yer declare how much thou comeſt under the black ſpiric of Ralph 
Farme). Bur as brechren in wickedneſle and 1yi:8 I ſhall leave you tegether. 

Onely i muft a little corrc& Rath Farmer, wheſe bock entiruled The Impe- - 

ſtor dethroned, &c. } have ſeen; and parr therecfhave read , and finde it folike 
th: former, that a man mjghe wonder how you thar differ fo much in fome PR 
things, (being in your ſtreight and large principles,and various lights) ſhould ©, 70 
agree (1 well in the works of derknefs. to oppoſe the true light, bur that ye all © SEEM 
having given heed rathe ſame lying ſpicic, in your ciltempered hnmerous bo © Þ 
dies, are by it led in the (elf-fame way of lying, deceir and wickedrets, which 
is the Devils work, And although TI am not willing to troubte my ſelfe much 
with che filthy ſpirit cf that worthleſſe wan , ner to rake into the loarhſome 

chauncit o: his monſtrous birth, Yer ſeeing how abhominabl; flghy, wicked, _ - 
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' an6 impugent he is in the putmeſle: 
- ſh of Nicholas, in which 1 know he was a chict Acor.or Sollicicor 3. notwith- 
Nanding by fhameleſs lying in his foreſaid book, he labours to cover his deccir, 
and excuſe hmſclfe, I cannot ler it paſle ; bur (for the information of all thoſe 
that are concerned therein, who can believe and receive truch » and for 
the manifeſting the wofulldeceir, and falſe- heartedneſs of this Joathlom 
: man} declare,that nctvithſtanding he there affirmes , thar all he ſpake to me 
of chat buſineſs was, that the oppoſition in publique was not fit to be ſuffered 
to hinder a ſert{emenrt, and to alienare mens aff. tions, &c. And that this 
was occaſional by his coming to my houſe,and ſtaying for the coming in of Mr, 
Cradick (Cas he called hin) who Che was informed.) lodged there , and that 
what he ſpake had reſpe& to another brother as well as ro Mr. eſſop, he faith, 
of whoſe caſting our he did not know, nor had any hand in one way or other, 
by writing, ſpeaking, or ſuggeſtion to any perſon whatſoever ; and that outing 
and baniſhing from the City was ſo far from his expeRation , and ſeemed to 
hig fo rigorous, that ke publiquely raxed and declared againſt it, and that he 
never ſpake with me at any time after that occafiorall diſcourſe aforeſaid, 
with ſaich he, was before Mr. 7eſſop preached that Sermon, for which he was 
caſt our : And that he never uſed thar argument to me, that till Mr. eſſop was 
removed the Ciry would nor be in quier, &c. Yet after Conſtant Feſſop had. 
preached that Sermon for which he was caſt our, and after the Committee (of 
which I wasa member_) had queſtioned the ſame z an1 after the bufineſſe had 
there [yen fill a while, and little or nothing done in ir, by reaſon of his many 
friends therein that pleaded his excuſe , did Ralph Farmer come to my houſe, 
and (after his wonted complement (et his back againſt my Cheſt, and looking 
hard upon me, ſaid to this effe&. Mr. Hol/ifter, what do you intend, to.do 2 To 
which | replying to this cffe&, what do intend ro do z why ? what's the mat- 
ter? wh; (aid he) abour Mr. Feſſop : To which I replying to this cfteR;, whar 
have | to do with Mr. Zeſſop 2 he ſaid heheard I lay ſtill, and did not profecure 
him, or words to that purpoſe, To which I replying that I was no proſecutor 
of him, neither did [Hear him. Bur if any wan had ought whereof to accuſe 
him, and brovghr ir before the Commitree when I was preſent, it was like 
I might do what was juſt, or as became me , or to that «ffe&. With which he 
not being pleaſed, uſed niany werds to provoke and ſtir me up againſt Conſtant 
Z:ſſop, and art length, ſomething paſtionately cr zealouſly ſaid theſe very words 
Cor to the ſame effe&t_) Mr. Halifter,I ſhall ſeriouſly tell you my judgement : 
If you neglet to take the advantage of this preſent opportunity for caſti 
him our, [ profefs we are never like to have peace nor quiet in the Ciry : ani 
in wany other words declared againſt his Presbyrerian Ipicit , and the hitter+ 
nefle of it, and-ſpake of his ſubrilty., by reaſon whereot anocrher opportunity 
might not be gained, if this was [cſt, with much more of like nacure : So that 
1 may truly ſay, that ro my knowledge, | was not ſo. much., ncr {9 earneſtly 
preſt and ſo] licited by any other man whatſoever againſt Conſtant Jeſſop,as T was 
by this fa}f hearted and deccitfull aa, rhough he is ſo impydent and void of 
ſhame to deny it, and publiſh it as aforeſaid. And 1 ſay again , all this was 
after Conſtant 7eſſop had preached thac Sermen for which he was caſt cur, and 
- not before.as he falſly prerends,neirher do. know nor can believe he had any 
other buſineſs in the world to me, ar that time, bur only to endeavour ro pro- 
- yoke and ſtir me up againſt his brother, that he might be caſt out : And thar 
| f what 


**+. 


| _ vernors,and elſe-where. Neithet can Iremember or do think that at that tine 


_ 
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What he fpeaks of his coming and ſtaying Walter Cradeck, js abſolutely 
falſe; forin many years together he lodged not at my hovſe, but at the Go» 


he ſpake a word to me againſt any other of his brethren beſides Conſtant Teſſop, 
againſt whom bis ſole buſineſſe was, thinking him nor proſecuted vigrouſly e- 
nough. And of this his coming to my houſe, and ſpckking as aforeſaid , or to 
the lame effeF, other ſufficient teſtimony that then were preſent, and heard, 
and obſerved it may be produced : And what I have faid, is true in ſubſtance, 
and (as near as I can remember_) in words and ſyllables. And it's true, that 
when the effe& of his own ſolicitation vvas accompliſhed in his brothers re- 
move, (f was informed ) before the people he declared againſt it, as if he vvere 
innocent, and had been no ator againſt him, vvhich co me appeared ſo loarh- 
ſome a piece of hypocriſie, deceir, and double-dealing, that I durſt never cruſt _ 
him ſince, but have deciared againſt him , and to ſeverall of hisacquaintance 
manifefted much of rhe ſubſtance of whar is here pnbliſhed. | 
But whether Raſph Farmer knowing himſelfe Cin compariſon of Conſtant 
Feſſop.) ſo inconſiderable, that till hewas removed , himſelte had no hopes of 
preferment by that generation, did more ſecretly endeavour his caſting our, 
and when ir was done, declared againſt ir, that he might not be ſaſpe&ed by 
his friends and people ; but with the more eale might obrain his place, I ſhall 
not determine, but leave it to the witnefle of God ro manifeſt, th-uzh rime 0 
hath pretty well manifeſted him, toall that are not blinde. And ſo far was it '  _ 
ſeen before, that Conſtant Feſſop himſelfe hefore he was caſt our; being in com-- f 
any with ſome of the Pariſh, and ſpeaking of the hufineſſe in hand, rold them 
bh feared rhar his place would be farmed over his head, meaning (as he ex» 
preſt himſelfe) that Farmer would get ic from him. And of chis his friend 
Thomas Bub Camong others )may inform him z and all this I ſuppoſe was about 
the rime: in which Che cel!s che world_) ſome of our powers were fo great, 
thar the life and death of mens preferments lay in our hands : And fo it's likes 
for preferment, ſake he did it, tor which alſo, whiles he thogghr our power ſo 
grear, he had a minde to be one with us then called ndependents : And there- 
fore at another time apply ed himſelfe to me, telling me he was convinced of 
the neccſliry of being in a Church-way, and propounded his deſire both for 
himſelfe and his people (which to himſelfe he had garcheredJ) ro joyne with . 
us, and make but one Church, provided, as he ſaid, that we would conſent to 'F 
the complearing ir with officers, in which he ſpake ſo much that I perceived 
he ſought for prefermenr among us, after which he had laboured clie-where. 
in vain, And therefore told him how vain it was for himro Fe ſuch a thing 
from us.,who('l rhoughr Jvvere (0 far from it, that before he Could be accept-, 
ed as a member, ſatisfation would be required touching his leaving a Chur ch 
(lo called Jin Canterbury, &c. By which (irs like) he ſaw ſuch ligtle hopes of 
prefermenr for him» through my hands, that | heard no more of him abour the . 
buſineſs. But having obtained the end of his follicitation, in his brothers re-_ 
move, he applyes himſeife both to his place aud people 3 and: when ,; by the,, Þ _ © 
change of times, vile men were exalted, he rode over both, and conquered ic. +8 
as his own. and now calls ithis, and fo is become a bliade guide to thoſe call - © 
ed Prebyterians, and an enraged enemy to thoſe with whom uuder a cloak of 
Religion, for the ſake of pretermenc. he aſſayed to joyn, whiles as he faith, the _ 


life and death of it lay in their non. Nr, Girthe, one of che Congregation © +9” 
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told him, if he would be one of the Congregation, he might be choſen Paſtor, - by 
and tha: ſhe was rold, if he might-be choten Paftor, he would joyn with them, | 
which it*> like, made the man very confident of the buſineſs, and was the end: < 
of his foreſaid propofition tome , notwitt.Nandinng all his jcigued deceitfy/t 
pretences ro the contraty,_a ching ſo common ang uſ 'al with thargeneration 
of hirelngs, that who is it that may not ſec it. Bur were they not woſully 
blinde rhat could enterrain the leaſt choughr of ch3ofing ſ;- pittifull a-piece of 
iznorance,confuſion & ambirion,asRalph Farme7,tobe their guide, h had be-' 
fore proclaimed himſelf not able topreach for want ofBooks?&tcld the people- 
he conld bur expound till they came : And was it nur n.y croſſing of him in his 
amhitious thovghts, and deſires, that filled his heart vvich poyſon and rage, 
vyhich he poureth forrh in ſo many corners, though in neither of his books 
harh he found vyherevvith to hir me. Eur all his ives, flanders , and falſe ac» 
cufatious, being as light as vanity, and not vvorth rhe mentioning, do I trample 
upon. And ſurely woe were me, if ſuch a man as he (a worſe than which is- 
rarely found.) ſpake well of me, Y 
' But why doth he ſo much reproach, belye, and abuſe me for being a member 
of the little Parliament 2 Doth he net know how honourably Oliver Cromwell 
declared them in his ſpeech in rhe Counce] Chamber ? And why is he ſo envi- 
ous,that my felf, with others were fo t;uly ftrviceable there to our generation, 
according to the will of Gad, wir! our Bibles in Our hands, and were willing to 
ſpend and be ſpent 1n the ſervice of our Countrey, not ſecking out ſelves, bur- 
the eaſe and prefit of the people ? and did not, like other Governovrs, eate the 
bread of the people, nor were at all chargeable unto them, read Neb, 5. 54,15. For he: 
right know, rhar the memory of the juſt will be bleſſed, whea the name of thi wick- 
el Chireling Pcieſthovd ) ſhall rot ; For a ſpirit of Juſtice and Government was. 
God powring forrch upon that Aſſembly, which made unclean ſpirits, and de- 
vou:ing beaſts thar live upon the prey and ſpoyl of others, ro tremble; of* 
which he, irs like, was not unſenſible 3 And had they ſate bur alirtle fonger, 
it*s like the Land had been cleanſed of ſuch , andthe people delivered from 
many ſore and heayy yokes of bondage and ſlavery under- which they have 
been he'd for ages and generations paſt, by Popes, Biſhops, proud domincer-. 
ing Piicſts, and other Tyrant'; and England had known a day, in- which there 
had nor becn a Diviner , a falle Fropher , a pariſh Prieſt, a Hireling Shep- 
herd, a.cruell Beaſt, a devouring Wolfe, nor an unclean ſpirir left in the Land; 
gnarded wirh a law, ro. deſtroy}. u!s for diſhoneſt gain, to rub the poor , the 
widow, and the father]cſle, and fill the priſons with innocent men, as they do 
at this day. Bur a howling of the Shepheards had been heard , whoſe pride 
and glory had been fpoyled, anda year of 1ejoycirg to the people had ir heen, 
_ in which no deycuring beaſt hag been permitted to live by theſwear of their 
brows, nor to devour the fruit of their Jabour: 3 bur every wan in quietneſſe 
& peace preſerved under:his onwVine ard Fig-tree ro fit withour feare of im- 
riſ{ning their perſons, and-rvinating their families, ad cſtates, to ſatisfie the- 
| Bexfily loft of che devouring Pricſts, who like greedy Dogs can never have e- 
i. noug,- But ro the everlaſting ſhame oftheir profeſſion ro all: generations for 
4 ever, have vccafioned more juſt and innogent-men to ſuffer, and to be caſt in- 
4 ro priſos, and holes, for nor ſatisfying their filthy defires .. than is by all the 
- |  PFrcſtof the Pariſh beſides. Fo whom be it known, that-though Foſeph;liber- 
= 2: & gies and privilcdges, by the unrighteous are betrayed, and he through envy be 
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fold into zypt, and by the Zgydtians be falſely accuſed; impriſoned and a+ - 
buſed, yer is he a fruitful bough by the Well, his branches run on the wall, 
his enemies muſt ſ-rve him, and all his brethren how before him, and. over 

all tlie A2yptian Task maſters, Magician+, Sorcerers, and opprefſors muſt he. 
be Ruicr, whoſe how abides in fircngth, and whoſe Father. bleſ:ings have 
prevailed above the bletlings of his Progenitc rs, unco the uctermeſt bounds 
of the everlaſting Hills 3 ne that readeth let kim-underſtand. ; 

But why is he like the troubled Sea thar cannor reſt, bur czſts up his mire 

; and dirtat mein particular, at a member of rhac Ailembly, he might know 13 
did not there baſely ſeek my 1elf, like the men of his generation, wi:h rhe 
receipt of many thouiands of pounds, as the Parliament record: make it ap» - 
pear z netther was | baſcly lervile tothe wills and Joſts of men, for preter- 
ments ſake, neither by fcar nor flattery, love nor hatred, favour nor frowns, . 
nor any other baſc ends whatſzever,was I prevailed upon, to' betray the cauſe 

'of God, and ſell my Countr<ys birth-right and priviledges for nought, nor to 
enſlave myCountrey.men and p»ſt=rity for ever,to the arbitrary will: and luſts 
of any, but as an Engliſh Yarilament man- did I ſtand, fer the jutt righrs and 
priviledges of the people, and a teſlimony for them: did bear againſt the 
tyranny and oppreftions'of Prieſts,. Rulers and orher Ty:ants, and that abo- 
minable monſter of conſ-lidation(to the wrorg and oppreſſion of the people, 
and the breach of rhe priviledges and Charrer. of Briſtol, to fill the purites,and 
fatisfie the luſts of Ralph Farmer and John Knowles, whoſe hice alteady, its 
Tike, exceeds the Biſhops.in come) 1 did. not promote... 

And why doth he ſo wick: dly accuſe me of pride and ſtrutting, like Nee 
buchadnezzar, in an. Airy Kingdom, foming- out the ſhameful] filch, of his . 
polluted heart, thinking to defile. me with his lyes and ſlanders. But thar the - 
fool hath ſaid in his heart, that there is na G3dz, and being corrupt doth do 
abhominably, and. faith, God ſeeth it not. -for he that rakes the mighty from 
their ſeats, and reſiſts the proud, ſetting them ar a diſtance , hath reſpc& ro 
the humble, and exalceth them of. low degree. - And is it not known I nei 
ther ſought nor. defired great things; nor. places for my ſelf, bur free. to ſerve 
my generation, in place accounted by men.leaft honourable. and was . ſorely 
grieved when tydings came, chat:1 was clioſen to fit in Parliamert:;. and 
truly may I ſay, in more then an. ordinary croſs I went. But the Scripture 
words were heavy.upon me.vize - Thou therefore, ariſe and go, leſt I confound thee, 
for I did not know the Lords end in chuſing me.. And hath not this accuſer 
heard, how, in the Parliament Houſe I withſtood and oppoſed my own Ele- 
Rion to the Councel of Scare, and the Commiſtian of the Admira'ty and 
Navy, when by the chen General and his Councel I was nominarcd. and re- 
ported to the Houſe a: a fit perſon to. be added thereunto, and notwithſtan- 
ding I was contrary to my own mind voted into thoſe and other. plates cf 
power.and truſt ; yer when in-thema I came to fit, I. was ſo exceedingly bur- 
thened with-thoſe great tirles and ſeeming honours which were there. given, 
that both in-the Councet of State, and other places,. I was made to deny and. 
declarc againſt it, as notfi: for thoſe thar fear the Lord, &c,. And . doth not 
he know that alchough Ihave long time been. in Commiſſion of the reac amd 
ether powers, ſo that himſelf hath publiſhed that the life and death of meus. 
preferments lay in my hands (for few or.none befides of thoſe,.of whom te* 

Mheaks.. were in nower ) yet for the ſake” of, him whom the builders refy(edy 
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have 1 laid down ig ereony that with the Saints and pcc-le of God, who 
foltow the Lamb, I might for a time ſuffer affliions and ceproaches from 
him and others, whoſe portion is in this life, rather then to fir pon Throng 
with Princes of the'carth ? And why then'is he not aſhamed fo baſely to: re. 
| proach and belye the innocent, bur that (as 1laid ) the fool hath faid in his 
TY heart, there is no God ? Bur why had he nor lookt at home, and among the 

| | proud men of his own generation, whom pride compaileth as a chain, and 
| - violence rakes hold as a garment, who compaſs Seca and Land for pref.rment 


; ſake, and know how to turn into all formes and ſhape: (crue honeſty excep- v; 
; red.) to obtain thoſe titles and ſhews of honour, which the people of God, ] 
k by faith refuſe, and when they have obtained it, be-pride themſelves in their 'T 
$ Airy Kingdom, vapouring like fooliſh boyes, to the ſhame and wonder of | 


thoſe that are fober and wile, and the mighty pride of his own heart, as well 
as his envy, covetouſne:(s, wrath and fooliſh madneſs, is ſo much manifeſted 
by himfelf, and ſeen, obſerved and judged by the men of his own generation, 
x: | that I need fay no more,nor yer declare how proud and Lordly he ts become, 
FF finceby wicked art he got Conſtant Jeſſop removed, and*himſelf poſſeſſor of 
| | his place and people, with che advanrages rhereof, that like Haman, all muſt 
bow to his Lordly ſpirit, or ſiffer, if he can accompliſh it. Nor yet tell what a 
ſtir he keeps againſt Independents, Anabaptifts and orhers, thar go from their 
Pariſhes and hear noc him, andin the hehalf of his Office and Miniſtry, plea- 
ding for double honour, for the lawfulneſs of forms of prayers (its like he 
wants a ſervice book.) for keeping off Hats, whilſt he reads the'Scriptares, re- 
| viling rhoſe that honour him nor, Cnot conſidering thar the time is come, in 3 
l which the Scriprare muſt be fulfilled, viz. 'a vile perſon ſhakf{ not be called 0 +: $8 
| honourable, nor the churl ſaid to be bountiful, ) All which with much more _ 
filly ſtuff, in which he is exercifed, together with his pettiſh, paſcionare,and 
unman-like behaviour, is ſo well known and manifcſted, that what Boy or 
Girl of ordinary underſtanding,is there thar ſees it not? So that with Thomas 
' Ewins's words to him I may conclude, that che in-lec and our-ler; fore-door 
and back-doqr, of much of ' Eng/ands miferies (and conſequently of Briſtols ) 
is. ſuch an ignorant, tngodfy, lazy, prond, ſcandalous, ſonl-wurthering Mini- 
ſiry, who have made themſelves contemprible and hafe, in thz eyes of all 
goed men, and 1n the confciences of many bad. And fo much for Ralph 
| Farmer; for what need I ſpend much time in manifeſting ſuch a manz who 
Þ id & never-appeared in any ſcafon (that 1 know) a man tearing God, and denying 
--.- himſelf, bur the contrary. And to accompliſh his main ends cf c&verouſ- 
| nefs and ambition, harh attempred more wayes, offices, and callings,and more 
wickedly rurned with the times, into wore forms & ſhapes, then any other man 
Lkaow. And when'nothing appeared fo like ro effeR ir, as the arc of preach- 
ing and devinztion, ſoon turned from ticket-making, and ſoliciting, &c. to 
preaching. And when Independency was in honour, and rie life and-death 
of preferment Cas he calls if) lay in the handsof thoſe that profeſt it, feipn- 
. 1228 ed Finſelf as one of thems; bur when wickedneſs began ro be exaked aid 
|. noroncly rhepover, but'che form of godlineſs' ro loſe irs credit with men, - 
E &  * how foon was he rerbed Predbycet? and in wickedneſs excelled, a&ing,ſpeak-- k. 
| - / ap andriiling as aforeſaid. Bur when the times of refreſhing from. rhe pre- iS; 
EB fcc of God appeared, and life and immortality,which for ages paſt had 6een: 
T3 kd,.was brought to light, and witneſſed inpIwer, by thofe who were _— 
RE. 1 ;- cirs 
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heirs of ſalvation -what- a-wofal perſecurgris he beeome ?. whe, if he- can 
but obtain a power to do according to his will, its like bath Saul and Bonner, 
in compariſon of him might be accounted merciful men ; and therefore [ 
need not ſpend much time in manifeſting him, who is ſo loathſom already ro 
many of his own generation. | 
When ſucha man as Richard Fowler, of Weſterleigh, in the County of Glou- 
ceſter (who abour the year 1645. was Preacher to a people without A/gates, . 
Lond.) a man once accounted as famous for Religion and godlineſs, for 
tenderneſs of conſcience, and ſelf-denial, as moſt I then knew in England, a 
man thar in the rime of the lare Biſhops, was by them accounted fa4ious,nor 
ſubmitting to their corrupt decrees,but refuſed ro wear a Surpleſs, to take up- 
on him a Pariſh charge, to baptize and adminiſter Sacraments ſo called to 
multirades, with rhe reſt of that ſtuff; and declared againſt Tythes and for- 
ced maintenance for preaching, and took but a little voluntary contribution 
from the people ro whom he preached ; and perceiving ſome of them tro 
give ir grudgingly, declared it a burthen,and much againſt him to receive that 
which came not freely, and defired his friend that gathered it, not to receive 
itz. yea, endaccounted it perſecution, and a grievous thing in the Biſhops 
and their generation to ſummon him to their Coure, for refuſing that. which 
thorough renderneſs of conſcience he could not do, complaining grievouſly 
under the burthen thereof, vreſling hard upon: his friends to ſuffer him ro 
depart the Nation, for the liberty of his conſcience, is now ſo wofully fallen 
and degenerated, hecome worſe then his former perſecutors, that through 
him far more cruelty is done unto others, then ever was by thoſe unto him; 
who being become a Pariſh Prieſt, bearing the name of the lawful induged 
Vicar of, the Pariſh Church of Weſterleigh, hath occaſioned a Declaration ro 
be put-into: the Court of Exchequer, in the year 1657. againſt 15, perſons of 
the aid Barth, for not paying him Tythes, four of which caſt into priſon for 
refuſingto lwear how many apples and eggs. oÞlations, ofteriags and Tythes. 
were due to Richard Fowler, or to his Elders in his behalf. In which Declara- 
tion it is ſaid, that for years paſt he the ſaid Richard Fowler hath been inveſted 
and indudtcd intoirbe Vicaridge, &c. whereby he is lawfully intituled-to re- 
ceive obfations and Tythes ; and that from the time of his induction inro.the 
{aid Parjth Church, harh continued Vicar, and cfhicjated the Cure, in adwi- 
niſtring the Sacraments, &c. to the Inhabirants of the Pariſh, and that all 
kiads of Vicaridge Tythes are due to him, as-Calves, Coles, Lambs, Wool 
Milk, Pig3s, Geeſe, Apples, Eggs, fruits of Gardens, Offerings, and other. 
Tythes accuſtomed to be paid to Vicars, &c. Oh, how'is it that he doth not 
bluſh at chis / I well remember the time in which he would/have been aſha- 
med to own ſuch ſtuff: What / ro profeſle himſelf. a Miniſter of Chriſt, and: a 
Vicar of a pariſh Church, and a Miciſter of Chriſt, and- induRed-inroa Vica- 
ridge , a Preacher of righteouſneſle, and officiate Cures, in adminiſtring Sas - 
craments to-pariſhes, for which; all kinds of Tythes become: due- to him, a 
Preacher of the Goſpel and the new Covenant or Teſtamenr, and claim a: - 
right to Tythe Cclts, Calves, Lambs, Piggs, Geeſe,.Ducks, Hens, Bees, Milk, - 
Wool, Apples and Eggs, nay toohlations and offerings; + the very name of. | 
which in this kind is loarhſom,and long.nath appeared fo to thoſe that believe: . 
and know the truth, x. - 


And is not tae falſe Prophet, the great Biſhops of Rome,the chief of Vicars, SES.” 
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cheadoftherrue Church ;"will and doth 
judge and confound. Oh poor man ! how is blindne(3 happened unro him ? 
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And how far is he degenerared and gone back from his former rendernefle and 


honeſty;& hath norcnly raken upon him the loathſome name, but entertained 
{rhe cruel nature of the enemics of the Lord ,& occaſioned a maliciou: falſe |y- 
ing Declaration to be: put into'the Court. cf Exchequer 'againſt «5 perſons for 
nt faying kim Oblatiops, Offerings & Tyths due to himzas the lawful ivduRted 
Vicar of rhe Pariſh Church of Wefterle1gh p4ll which being out of the Doftrine 
of Chriſt, and of the Scriprure; and ia the conſti-utions and appointments of 
the chief Vicar of Rome,from whence his Titlesh1is Office,and dues his come,all 
that keep the word ofGods paticnce,in this hour of tempcation that hath try ed 
him, do tcſtifie againſt, and deny : For which , and to eninace the innocent, 
hath he occaftoned a requeſt tc the Court of Exchequer, that the 15 peiſons 
aforcſaid might be comma::ded, under cercein penalties to-appear at the ſaid 
Court, and put upon their corporall oaths, to decfare what Oblacions, Offers 
ings, aud Tyrhes are due, or how many Hens, Ducks,Gecſe, Pigs, Eggs, 4 pples, 
Lambs, Calves, Colts, &c. they have keptiin ſeverall years. O hortible wick- 
edneſle ! how doth he abaſe himſelfe ro hell ? ſucking up ſuch filthyſtuffe, the 
ver / excrem: nts of thoſe whom God hath caſt our,.and lefr their names as a 
curſe to his choſen : Was ever Miniſter of Chriſto ignoble and haſe, as to ſue 
people that feare the Lord in Courts, for Tythe cggs and apples. hens, ducks, 
geeſe, beefand pigs? And did ever Miniſter of Chriſt occafion his people to 
be commanded, upon great penalties, ro appear in Courts ro ſwear how many 
apples and eggs they had, thar of ic he might have Tyrhes ? when Ciriſt Jeſus 
himſelf expretly commanded his, not to ſweare at all, And he that was his Mi- 
niſter ſaid, Above all things my brethren, ſwear not at af, And yet this man, who 
would be accounted a Miniſter, labours to have the ſervants of God compelled 
to ſwear how many egg3,apples,hens, ducks, geeſe. and piggs they had, that of 
it he right have rythes due to Vicars, as if he had nev:r readin rhe Scriprure, 
That ke that brexketh the leaſt of the ccmmands , and teacheth men ſo, ſhail b- cated 
leaſt in th Kingdome of Heaven,who doth not only teach,but to his pawer com- 
pell men to break them, thar by it he may havegain : And is not he i this a 
Miniſter of unrighreouſnefs 4 whoſe end muſt he according to his worksz who 
hath not onely occaſioned the f-reſaid r-queſt ro be made to the Courr, but a 
Wricof Subprena'to be procured , by which four of rhe forefaid perſons were 


- commanded, under vcr y great penalties to appear at Weſtminſter upon a certain 

' day, where chey all appeared in tieir-perſons, to anſwer the accuſations 5 yet 
: becauſe chrough rendernefle of conſcience, they couid nor ſwear, thercHy tO 
* break the command of Chriſt, who ſzirh, Bur T ſay unto you, ſwear not at all , and 


chooſe rather to obey God then men. The ſaid Vicar occzſioned a Warrant of con= 
tezmpr robe procurediand all the {id four perſons to be apprehended,and caſt 
inco the common Goal of G ouceſter, among Thieves and Murrhcrers , where 
Bro of them are yet remaining, { the relations it's like of the other rwo having 
faricfi-d*rie luſts of the coverous Vicar, they are releaſed. Ant now 'are not 
coſe blird- tha! cauncgt ſee from whence this comes ? And will not all, in 
whom 25 y noveſty rules, bluſh when they read ic, eſpecially when they un- 


+ derfland the circyniſtances or aggravation thereof, as the time when they 
were call into priſon (viz. jutt 14'the beginning of harveſt, whilſt rhe fruics of 
. the Earth, with which God bad b'eſled them, were in receiving, that was the 
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time in which they were taken away, by which means the froirts of the Earth 
had periſhed, and rhey in their outward eſtates been much ruinated, had nor 
the Lord otherwiſe provided,conrrary to the wills of rhis viperous generation; 
who knowing the ſeaſon, & that ſome of rhem had lirtle or no help to manage 
the affairs of the whole harveſt, with a pretry large ſtock of Cowes, and other 
Cartel, yet were ſodeſperately wicked*®rhar at the very beginning of the ſaid 
Harveſt was the Maſter carryed away. and caſt into priſon , where he hath re- 
mained above a yeare, and for cughr I yer know may there end his dayes, as 4 
witneſle for God againfi this wicked and adulrerous generation of perſecuring ' 
Prieſts and Tyrants. Yet this is not all, bur the Maſter being caſt into Friſon, 
means was u'ed wirh his Land-lord (fo called) being another Prieſt, to caſt 
him our of his Li»ing, and his ſervanrs our of the houſe, which accordiagly 
was ſoon «ffcRed.: And aichough there was a defire from ſome of his friends, 
that for money or moneys worth) , the houſe oncly might be kept for halfe a 
yeare, no oth place being ſoundat preſent, in which io pur the ſtuffe, yer 
was refuſed « An engagement (as was ſaid ) being made to the contrary to We- 
fter eigh men, which it's like , were the Vicar, or his generation. Burat laſt, 
an2ther houſe being procured for preſent neceſliy, onely for halfe a year , in 
which ro put the goods, for which a Covenant was wade , and poſleſiion deli- 
vered,and part of the money paid.and rhe goods preparing to be ſcnr thicher 
The man that let the houſe Cas himſclfe told mie) was ſent for to the Vicars 
houſe, and perſwaded nat to ſuffer rhe ſervants of rhe man ſo caſt into priſon, 
to come there with their goods, uſing many argumears to that purpofe, which 
not prevailing,ihe Vicars wite (as he told me.) rold «hem, if he ſuffered them 
ro comme there , ſhe would buy no more meat of him , he being by occupation - 
a Butcher , whereupon he brake his Covenant, took away the key of the 
houſe, and kept it by force, being but about three dayes before they were to 
remove out of the other houite » and ſo both his ſervants and goods became 
ſcattered into ſeverall places, as liberty could be got, otherwiſe muſt it have 
layn in the open fields. And after a friend of his, beholding the unrighteous 
atings & wretched dealings of this miſerable generation againſt the innocent, 
had bought and purchaſed a houſe for the preſent henefir of the impriſoned, I 
ſhall nor now much mention the onjuſt endeavours of this evill people , both 
by offering to corrupt the ſeller thereof with large meney, and with the ſanie 
to-provoke the wife againſt her Husband, not to ſurrender , with other ſuch 
like deceiriull wicked praQtices, of which I have been informed, bur leave it 
to the witneſle of God in their own-conſciences to reprove. 

But theſe are the atings of Richard Fowler Vicar of Weſterleigh , and his Ele 
ders, againſt ſome of his Pariſh, and particularly Richard Holter, whoſe father 
was the chief (if nor the only) procurer of him to the ſaid Pariſh,upon whom 
with his g-neration of Prieſts,v that they call preaching,he freely Genrainch 
more of his ourward eſtate,Heſides much labour and rravail for many years to- 
gether,in getting and gathcring his hire,&c, then he left ro his Wiſe and Chile- 
dren when he dyed : And yet this is the wofull recompence his poſterity do 
receive from the hand of this woful! degenerated man, even in the very place * 
and habitation,in which the deceaſed Farher ſhewed him ſo much kindneffe, 
yea, and Richard Holliſter himſelc to him hatch voluncarily contributed for ma= . 
ny years over and above his Tyrhes, well necr as much as they came unto, bee 2 
ſides other kindneſſes, though by _— Fowler all is forgotten , and he be-,./ 
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 comelike a ravening Wolfe, that 


#Jay ard faſten ," to let the oppreſſed go free which yee impriſon, and that yee breake e- 


OE LOS it 


ed for ryrhes, & rhat but for about 2 or 3 years. Anda 


Their feet run toevill, great queſtion, if not altogether out of queſtion, -- 
; and they make haſt to. whether by their owne Law, it be due to hid or nog 
ſhed innocent blood, hath not onyc: him into priſon , bur ſtrives as a- 


their thoughts are foreſaid to dEeVour him : And theſe aic the fruits of 
thoughts of iniquity; his and their Religion, and Miniſtry , of which let all 
waſting and deftruti- that fear the Lord beware, 

on are in their paths, the way of peace they know not, they have made them crooked 


paths, whoſoever goeth therein ſhall not know peace. 
And that the eviil ſpiric of envy, blood and crueſty in the Chief Prieſt 


and Elders, may the more fully appear ; The Warrant for apprehending and ' 


carrying the aforeſaid perſons ro Priſon, was commirted to the hands of coin- 
mon Bayliff;, whoſe prophaneſs and wickedneſs I need nor mention, yet they 
being conſcious of the honeſty of cheir priſoners, promiſed them liberey ro go 
ro their houſe: , and order and ſettle their bufinefs , and meet them at a pl:ce 
appointed the nexr day. But having been a little abſenr (its like with the 
Prieſt or Elders, or ſome of their evill generation) rheir minds were changed, 
and cruelty raiſed , ſo that with much harſhaefle and threarning they cairyed 
them away, not ſuffering them to go to their houſes to exchange their cloaths, 
nor abide where they were ti!l rheir lervants brought them. Bur Richard Hol. 
lifters ſervant haſting afrec with neceſlary apparel, the greateſt kindncile he 
obrained, was liberty to ſhift himſelfe, and excange his apparell under a wail 
or hedge, notwirhſtanding the Bayliffs themſelves /* when our of che view, or 
overſizir of the Prieſt and Elders, with their perſecuting crew / offered them- 
ſclves ro be bound for rhem, if they would accepr it, profeſſing their ſhame to 
carry ſuch men to priſon, And coming into Glouceſter City, defired them to 
meet themar the Priſon houſe, profeiling their ſhame ro go with them as 
priſoners through the ſtreets. And ſo into priſon being caſt, their Londs bes 
came famous to the advantage and honour of truth ; And they ſuffering in 
patience and meekneſs, do in quierneſle reſt; their inward conſolation aboun- 


ding proportionable to their outward ſufferings, which ro th:ir adverſaries 
anJ perſ:cutors addeth torment : And one of the Elders, ovt of the abundance © 


of his heart hath ſpoken, They ſhall lye there till they rot jn Goale, or to thar pur- 
pole : And Richard Fowler in his wrath hath ſaid, They ſhall there abide theſe ſe« 
wen and ſeven yeares ere he releaſe or fetch them out, not conſidering how 
many thouſand ralents muft be forgiven him , or he undcr ir finke into perdi- 
tion for ever, {who for apples. and cggs,tythe pige,geeſe,ducks and hens) oc- 
cafions the people of God , who ro the Lord ſtand more faichfull than he, to 
be caſt into priſon (Read Maith. 18. 24. tothe end) for not complying vvith 
him to his coverous ends, in breaking the Commandements of Chriſt. But the 
Scripture muſt be fulfilled (Hof. 6. 9.) And «s troops of robbers wait for a man, 
fo the company of Prieſts muither in the way by conſent, working lewednefſe : And yet 
for prerence doth he make long prayers , and with his Elders and m—_— heepe @ 
monethly faſt 'Cio called.) a day to bang down the head like « bull-ruſh. But to them 
all i fay, Te faſt, but your luſts remain ſtill : Te faſt for ſtrife and debate, and to fmite 


"RT3 _ with the fit of wickedneſſe. Tee ſbould not faſt as yee do this day ;, for the Faſt which 


Gd bath choſen, is to looſe the bands of wickedneſſe, .to undo the heavy burthens which 
very 


for che ſucre or avont 16 5. per annum, ciaim«: 
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very ke. And therefore, to what purpoſe is the multitude of your ſacrifices, oblati- 
ons, and faſtings, whoſe new Moons and Sabbaths, whoſe ſolemn aſſemblies, mceting-, 
and falling: are iniquity, and a troub/e , of which the Lord js weary, and his ſoule ha- 
teth them, and when ye makg m:1y prayers, be will not heare , whiles your hands are 
defiled with blood, and your fingers with iniquity , whoſe lips have ſpoken lyes , and 
tonz4es mutterel peruzrſneſs , none cailing for juſtice, nor pleading for truth, but con« 
ceive miſchiefe, and bring forth iniquity , whoſe feete run to evil/, and makg haſt to 
ſhed innocent bio24 ;, whoſe thoughts are thougnts 0 "—_— waſting and deſtr uion 
are in their wayes, and the way of peace they know not « Who have made them crooked 
paths, whſnever goeth therein, ſb41l not know peace : And thereſor2 #s judgement ſo 
far from you, and jaitice overtakes you not. But you look for light, but beh9!d obſcuri= 
ey, for brighmeſs, but ye waike in darkneſſe Cyee grape for the wall like the blinde , as 
if ye had noeyes, Te ftumile at noon day, as in the night , and are in deſolate places as 
dead men, yee looke for ſaluation, but it is far from yiu ) For your roaforeliind are 
multiplyed before the Lord, and your ſins teſt ite againſt you : (peaking oppreſsion, con» 


_ ceiving and uttering from the heart words of falſhod and cruelty, by whom judgement 


3s turned away backward,and juſtice ſt2ndeth afar off. Truth is fallen in your ſtreets,and 
equity cannot enter. Tea, truth faileti, and he that departeth from evill , is made hy 
you a prey. And the Lord hath ſeen it, an4 zs diſp.eaſed, and is putting on the garments 
of vengeance for loathing , and is clad with zeale as with achake , and according to 
their deeds, accordingly will he repay fury ro his adverſaries, and recompence to his ea 
nemies, till they feare the name of the Lord from the weſt, and his glory from the riſing 
of the Sun, wh1ſe {pirit hath lifted up a ſtandard, when you, with the reſt of his ene» 
mies are come !ike a flood. And why do ye garaiſh the ſepulchres of the righteous, 
and chink, if ye had been in the dayes of your fathers, ye would not have been 
p4*cakers with them in the blood of che Martyrs and ſervants of God: When 
truly ye bear witneſle, that ve allow their deeds, and are filling up the mea= 
ſure of their iniquiries , That upon you may come all the righteous blood ſhed upon 
the earth from the foundation of the world, who are plainly found in the very ſteps 
of the former Perſecurors, ad ar this day do hare, perſecure, and impriſon the 
Lords people for that, for vvhich Camong other things ) the Arch-Biſhop of 
Canterbury, the Biſhops, Doors, Prieſts and Vicars did hare, perſecute , and 
impriſon the Martyrs and ſervants of God in former days, viz. refuſing to ſwear 
at all, and declaring againſt payment of Tythes, of both which the Reader 
may finde inſta1ces enough in Foxes Hiſtories, commonly called the Book of 
Martyrs. 

And becauſe every Reader may not have the advantage of reading thoſe 
Books beigg of ſo large a volumn and price, I ſhall givea touth of whar 1 finde 
therein recorded, touching rhe teſtimony the Martyrs did beare againſt the 
Prieſts Tythes, and iw2aring, referring the Reader to the Hiſtories rhemſelves, 
in vvhich he may finde it more arflarge. 

in the firſt book, pag 6 21. che fourth Article againſt Walter Brute, a famous 
Martyr, is, That he hath laboured to inform men and companies, rhat no man 
is bound to give Tythes or Oblations : And thar if any man will give them, he 
may give them to whom he will C excluding thereby their Yicars. J. And in 
page-622- another Article againſt him is, That Tyrhes are mecr almes 3 And 
in cafe the Curate be evill, they may lawfully be beſtowed upon others, 
by the temporall owners : And in 2 publique inſtrument broughe forth an 
publiſhed againſt the ſaid Brute (mehrioned in page 623+) it is laid and decla- 
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red, that the aſd Brute,before the Biſhop of Hereford, did ſay, hold publiquely, 
and affirme, that Chriſtian people are noc bound to pay Ty hes, neither by the 
law-of Moſes, nor of Chriſt: And that it is not lawful for Chriſtians in any cauſe, 
nor in any caſe, to ſvyear by the Creator,nor by the Creature. And in pag. 532. 
Walter Brute having before his perſecutors, declared agaivſt Tythes Cmanife- 
King hovv they belong to the Tribe of Levi, and were not promiſed to the 
; Tribe of F4deh, out of vvhich Chriſt came. And of the change of the Law, 
” by vvhich Tythes vvere once claimed, &ec. J faith, I marvail that you learned 
men do ſay , that Chriſtian folk are bound to this ſmall ceremony of payment 
of Tythet, &c. It's plain (fairh he) that the Tythes were given to the ſons of” 
Levi, for their ſerving in the Tabernacle,and in the Temple of the Lord, as rhe 
firſt fruits were given tO the Pricſts, And fince the labour of thoſe ſacrifices 
did ceaſe at the coming of Chriſt, how ſhould theſe things be demanded,thart 
were ordained for that labour ? And fince firſt fruits are not now demanded 
of Chriſtians , why are Tythes demanded, excepr-ir be becauſe Tythes are of 
more value and worth then firſt fruits? And beſides faith he, why are the Lay 
people bc und to rhe payment of Tythes, more then the Pricſts from having 
cons of realities and Lordſhips among their brethren ? And again, ſaith 
i If we be bound to Tyrhing, we are debtors ro, and bound to keep the 
whole Law for, to ſay, we are bound to one Ceremony of the Law, and not to 
others, is no reaſonable thing 3 ſor, ſaith he, we are hound to all or to none. 
And ſo he goes on, ſhewing how our Prieſts were one with the Phariſees,lea- 
ving off the ceremonies of rhe Law, keeping onely the Commandement of 
. Tythes. And how plain itis, that Chiiſt was a Prieſt after the order of Mel- 
chiſedech, of the Tribe of Judah, not of Levi, and gave no new Command<e- 
ment of Tything any thing, to him and his Prieſts. And when his Diſciples 
ſaid, We have left all to follow thee, what ſhall we have? He did nor ſay Tythes 
ſhall be paid you; and that fince, neither by the Commandement of Chriſt 
nor his Apoſtles, people were to pay Tythes 3 itis (ſaith he) manifeſt and 
*plain, that neither by the Law of Chriſt, nor of, Moſes , Chriſtian people are 
zound to pay Tyrhes, bur by the rraditions of men, &e. 
The like reſtmony is born again Tyth=s, by (char valiant Martyr William 
Thrope, of whom the Reader may read mcre at large, in the forefaid Book-of 
Martyrs, where the largeneſs of his reſtimony, the greatneſs of his ſafte1ings, 
and the reſolution of his ſpiric fer the Lord, againſ? rhe Prieſts and Tythes, as 
well as ſwearing is recorded in p.693. It appears, he was accuſed to the Arche 
biſhop of Canterbury, by rhe men of Shrovesbury, for ſaying, 1. That the Sa- 
crament. after conſecrationwas bread. 2. Thar [mages ſhould in no wiſe be 
worſhipped. 3. That men ſhould nor go on pilgrimage. 4.That Prieſts have 
no title to Tythes. 5. Thar it is not lawful ro ſwear in any wiſe. And in pag. 
'7co, the Archbiſhop accuſerh him, for deeming holy Church ro hive erred 
in the O-dinance of Tythes, and orher duries to be paid to Prieſts. To which 
Thrope anſwers, Thar Tythes were given to Levites and Prieſts by the old 
. Law, that came of the linage of Levi, bur our p, iefts came nor of rhar linage, 
and thar Chriſt, all che time of his preaching lived hy pure alms, and ſo did 
the Apoſtles by his example, or-by the travel of rheir hands 3 and that every 
Bl” af - prieſt that Chriſt approverh, knows, thar the Diſciple is not to he above his 
E _ Lord, &c; Upon which, ſaid the Archbiſhop, Gods curſe have thou, and 
* "Y *mine, for this teaching, &c. To which Throje anſwered, in the words of ,one of 
re 4. the ” . 
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* his liſe, they preceeded to judgement and condemnation of his Books, and 


their Doors, Which he ſuppoſed was St. Jerome, That thoſe prieſts that now 

under the new Law do challenge Tythes. do in effe& ſay, that Chiiſt is nor 
become man, nor ſuffered death, And alſo thar (ſince Tythes were the was 
ges limited to Leviresand prieſts of the old Law, for bearing about the Ta- 
bernacle, ſlaying of beaſts, and other obſervations perraining ro their Office, 
thoſe prieſts that now challenge or take Tythes, deny thar Chriſt is come in | 
the fleſh, and do the cffice of the old Law, or elſe they rake Tyrhes wrong- | 
folly. : | 

- AHA which the Archbiſhop ſaid, They inforce people to expuegne the free- | 
dom of holy Church. To which Throfe aulwers, Why call ye the taking of 
Tythes» and other duties, that now prieſts challenge wrongfully, the freedom 
of holy Church ? Since, neither Chriſt ncr his Apcſtles challezged, ncr rook 
ſuch duties; and t}.crefore ſaith he, all ſuch giving and takirg ovghr co be , 
called and holden, the flaverous covetcuſrels of men, &c, And when the 
Archbiſhop demanded why he did nor ſpeak againſt Lords, Knights and Eſ- | 
quires, as well as againft piicſts, he declares, that fince Chryſoſtom ſaith, that | 
Prieſts are the ftomack of the pecple, and ſince, by the vitiouſneſs of the Prieſts, both 
Lords and Commons are moſt fall infeed ,, and becauſe the pride and covet- 
ovſneſs of pricſts, and the boaſt they wake of their dignity and power, de- 
ſtroyes not onely the vertue of pricſthocd, in pricts themſelves, bur ſtirreth 
up God to take vengeance both on Lords and Commons that ſuffer them, it's 
needful fairh he, to be buſre about them, 

Famous Wickiif, alſo bears teſtim: ny againſt Tythes, prieſts, &c. who (as 
the Hiſtory declares) had by his do&rin, born ſo large a teſtimeny againſt the 
xroud, covetovs, oppreſ: ing generation of prieſts and perſecutors in his days, 
that they greatly perſecuted him, whilſt he lived, bur by the power and wiſ- 
dom of God was preſerved to dye in his bed, and ſo not beingable to reach 


certain articles they had colle&ed agairft him 3 ſome of which were, that he 
held, thar Tythes (or tenths) are pure a!ms, and that the pariſhoners 
may, for offence of their Curate,detain and keep them back,and beftow them 
on others, at their own will and pleaſure, and thar the prieſts are bound to 
get their living by the Jabour of their hands, and he thar gives any alms to 
them is accurſcd, or in danger thereof; againſt whom the rage of the perſe- 
cutors was ſuch, that 41. years after his death, they digged up his bones and | 
burned them. | 
Much more might be mentioned of theſe and others of rhe Martyrs and ho» 
ly men of God, who in their ſeveral cimes ſuffered grievouſly , manifold ror- 
ments and n iſcrier, and loved nor their lives unto the death, bearing teſtimo» 
ny for the Lord, againſt rhe corrupticn in dearine and practice, of the pricſt- 
hood of England, and particularly againſt Tyrhes, .and ſwearing at all. Arq: 
ſhould I bur menrion all rhat is there r« corded, and how they ſuffered im- 
prilonmentr, yea, death it ſcIf, bearing teſtimony againſt ſwcaring upon a book, 
and ſwearivg ar all, in any caſe; in any wiſe, by the crearure, or by the Crea» 
ror, and againſt Tythes, and covetous wickedneſle of prieſts, Curates and: ' _.}; 
Vicarsz time would fail me, and whar I have ſaid may office for a taſte, And -- 
by-ir may Richard Fowler and his Elders be tryed, yea, may try themſelves, in". E 
whe.ſe ſteps they are, and whether they are one with the Sainrs and Martyrs;of * +. + 
Gcd, who were cvilly cntreated, jmpriſoned and perſecuted. by the wicked + * *% 
4 ens: 21. 
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generation, for not ſwearing at all, and withſtanding the payment of Tythes, 
oblacions, and dues claimed by prieſts, or clſc one with the prieſts and perſe- 
carors that murthered the Sainrs, {poyling and imprifoning thoſe that ſtood 
faithful ro God, teſtifying againſt ſuch evil things ? and whether it is not as 
deep hypocrilie in them, outwardly ro ſeem to approve the Martyrs, and Ccon- 
demn their perſecutors, whilſt themſelves are doing the fame things, as ir 
was for the prieſts and Elders, Scribes and phariſees, rhat murthered Chriſt, 
and perſecored his Saints, that rhen were aiive, t9 approve the prophets, and 
condemn their perfſeccurors, ſaying, Had we been in the dayes of our Fathers, we 
would not have been partakers with them in the blood of the Prophets? &e. And 
whether, in honeſty, Richard Fowler and his people ought not to deny and 
diſclaim the Martyrs, and juſtifie their perſecurors, or elſe repent, and own 
the ſhame of theic preſent praftices, which by the teſtimony of Martyrs is 
condemned-And if Richard Fowler,thinking to excuſe himſelt, ſhall pretend ir 
was not he, that formerly was not free to take a pariſh charge, to be maintain, 
ed by Tythes, nor voluntary contribution from theofe that gave it grudgingly 
and accounted perſecution a grievous thing in the Biſhops dayes, from him' 
onely robe ſummoned to their Courts, though by them he was nor impriſo- 
ned that hath committed this villainy aforcſaid,bur ie was his two Elders,viz. 
Richard Holliſter of Cop-bill, and Thomas Prigg, that have done it z avd that he 
by Indenture hath let them his Tythes. I tay, if he rhns plead, then 1s the 
wickedneſs of his heart, and the navghrineſs of his ſpirit, the more made 
manifeſt, who being convinced of the badneſs of the work, was aſhamed in it 
toappear himſelf, and yer would pur others upon the doing thereof. And 
fot him to prerend rhe letting his Tythes by Indenture, is horrible deceipr, - 
and the prieſt and the Elders are not wiſe, whoin their own declaration pur 
into the Court, have faid, the Leaſe bears date the 17. day of March, 1656, 
when as the Subpena, by which they ſummoned the aforeſaid perſons was da- 
red long before ; ſo that either his zealous. Elders and proſfelytes were come 
plaining and perſecuting their neighbours for Tythes before their Indenture 
was made, or they had rhat ſhew of a title, or elſe Richard Fowler himſelf was 
the man that did ir, of which being aſhamed, he afterwards for a cloak, 
makes a pretended Leafe to others, or rather the Pricſt with the Elders and 
people of Wefterleigh, conſult and agree to perſecute rhe innocent, and there- 
fore ſupplication was made that they might be ſent for, and commanded to 
ſwear how may eggs and apples were due to Richard Fewler, which they in 0- 
 bedience co Chriſt refuſing to do,for whoſe name ſake they ſuffer z preſently 
_ folicitation was made, that power be given to caſt them into priſon, as it was 
by the wicked Caldeans, to caſt the three children into the firery furnace, be- 
; becauſe to the Lord they ſtood faithful,& did not bow to that to which by the 
command of che Babylonifh King, they were required, and ſo the Scripture 
is fulfifled,- and the Devil harch caſt ſome intro priſon, where being faichful 
- unto death, they will receive the crown of life in the approaching day, in 
Which the cruel Beaſt, the falſe Prophet, and thoſe thar make war with the 
"0M _ Lamb, -$5t0 be caft alive into the Jake, and cormented for evermore. 
> _ .  Burhath Aichar4$owler denc honeſtly, or as he would be done unto in 
= |. this matter? If yea , why'then did he cry out of violence and wrong, of 


vouſneſs and perſceution, when by the former perſecutors he was much 
*readerly dealt witchal, and nor commanded to ſwear to accuſe himſelf, 
Or 526 er ie of. nor 


counted it a vile and a moſt wicked thing in the Biſhops and rh:ir generation, 
if rhey by their means and intereſt, had nor onely caſt him inro priſ>n.but his 
family out of doors, uſing all means rhey were able, ſo ugjvuſtly ro ruinate, 
ſpoyle and undo him in his oarward eſtate, whilſt they kept him in bonds, and 
that for ſo ſmall a matter, as a few Tythe-apples and eggs, &c, unjuſtly de - 
manded4 ? If ſo, why then doth he allow himfelf in the practice of that which 
he condemneth in others, fince God iz no reſpecter of perſons ? 

And were it not god for him, to remember, from whence he is fallen, and 
repear, and call to minde what himſelf hach ſpoken in my hearing, in many of 
his Sermons, made in the former perſecurors dayes , from theſe and the like 
Scriptnres, Matth.23.37. O Jeruſalem ! Jeruſalem ! thou thas killeſt ibe Prophets 
and ſtoneſt them that are ſent unto thee, &c. Mark.10. 29, 30, There is n1 man that 
hath left houſe, or brethren. or fijter or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or land, 


for my jake and the Go'pels, but he ſhall receive au hundred fold, &c. But many that: 
are firjt ſha'l be laff, and the aff firſt. 2 Theſ,2.3, &c.Let no man deceive you by any - 


meanes, for the day of the Lord ſhall not come except ther? be a {a.l'ng away firſt , an 
the man of ſin be revea ed the jon of perdition, &c- And when dangers apveared 
very near, and he with others kept a publique Faſt in the Steeple-houſe of 
Weſterleigh. Eſther 4 14. !f thou at this time altogether hold thy peace , then (hall 
their enlargement and delivernance arile for the J2wes from anather place, Yc., And 
how he then applycd ir againſt the perſecucors, in behalfe of rhe perſecuted? 
- And are nor Pbilip Rampington, & Edmo1d Bonner fir ſubje&s for him to mind, 
who for a time profeſſerh rhe truch as it was made manifeſt in rhoſe dayes, and 
ſuff-red great perſecutions for the famezeſpecially Philip Rampington, as the hi-+ 
| ftories of Martyrs declare. Yer, at length, growing great, & ia favour wich the 
world,and embracing the ſame, becameas vile perſecutors as any of the reſt, 
under whoſe bloodylpirit the innocent ſervants of God, who ſtood fairhful to 
him,ſuffcred very grievous tormentings: And how Rich; Fow er is degenerated, 
may be ſeen, who onee cryed out grievouſly of perſecution, which himſelf en- 


dured, yet hath occaſioned, and darh occaſion the ſervants of God at this day, - 


to ſuffer manifold more than himſelfe endured by the Bifh>ps, and that upon 
the ſaine ground, and for the very ſame things, for which the former ſervants 
of God did ſuffer by their perſecutors, 


An4 did not he know, or believe, that Richard Hollifter, Richard Atyywod, 


Henry Alſ9p, and John Champneys, coald not in conſcience ſwear at all, befote 
he occaſtoned that requeſt ro rhe Court, that chey might be ſznr for and com- 


manded to ſwear ? And if fn, then whether himſzife with his Etders did ir nor, 


ro enſaare aud betray the innocent ? And whether in this he is like a Mis 


niſter of Chrift ? Or whether in it both himſelfe and his Eldersare not ong - 
with the wicked Preſidents and Princes of Babylon, who ſought an occaſion a* - 


gainſt Danie!, which the Reader may read, Dan.-6. 
All which at preſent is left ro the conſideration of thoſe therein eoncerned, 
till another opportunity by the wifdame of God, is ad miniſtred, for:layigg a« 


pen the wickedneſs of this generation, of which his is. bur a lircle A ler - 


all che warld rake heed and beware-of a generation of deceivers and falſe Pro- 


their fruits way be known z.they are greedy dogs that cangeverhave en 


phets, whocome in ſheeps c'oathing, but inwardly are ravening wolves , who by. :. 


nor was ever impriſoned for refuſing thereof ? And would he not have ac- ©. 
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# - that ſcek for their gain from their quarter, Thar bite with their teeth, andery.  - 
__ ace , peace, and prepare war againſt them that put not into-rtheir "mouths : 
: Fhar make imzrchandize of rhe people, and deſtroy ſoules for diſhoneſt gaine, _ 
- caſting men into priſon for not breaking the Commandements of Chriſt,and ſue 
* them at the Law for Oblation:, Offerings, and Tyrhes, &c- For ſince Rich id 
Fowler, one of the heſt of that generation, who once was fo tender, as before 
is laid, is ſo wofully degenerated, and became brutiſh , breaking the bonds of 
Rel:gion, nature, and friendſhip, ro devour the harmleſs, what may be expe&- 
ed from the reſt of thoſe, who &e a pretence make long prayers, and d:-vour widows 
houſes, and are exerciſed in ſuch wicked praftiſes, whoſe bleflings the Lord our 
God hath curſed, and whoſe ſeed he hath corrupred, and is now making them 
contemptible and baſe before the people , according to the Scriprures : And 
the mighry day of the Lord, which to ſuch is darkneſſe, and nor light, is come 
and coming, and haſteth greatly . And the abhomination which makerth de- 
ſolarc, is ſtanding where ir ought not. And Jet him that readeth, underſtand, 


for che time is at hand. 


When the righteous turneth away from his righteouſneſſe, and committeth iniquity, 
and doth according to all the abhominations that the wicked man doth : all his righte- 
exſneſje that be hath done, ſhall not be mentioned © inh'streſpaſſe that he hath treſpaſ- 
ſed, and in his fin that he hath ſinned, in them ſhall he dye, Ezek. 18.24. 

' Woe urito them, for they have gone in the way of Cain , and run greedily after the 
errour of Balaam for reward. 


Thus ſaith the Lord, Let my people goe, that they may ſerve me. 


” 


Poſiſcripts 


He Reader may obſerve how the Scripture is fulfilled, Hof. 
| | 6.9. As Troops of robbers wait for a man, ſo the company of 

Prieſts murder in the way by conſent, &c. | 
+ For as in many other places the faithful ſervants of God hath 
. , _ - been(andis)) by the company of Prieſts caſt into priſon, and 
= df fi ſome for lefſe then twelve pence Inpxthene ditganzdiaifor Tythes 
oY hath there becn kept tor ſeveral years, and others until they have 
| * diced and periſhed under che cruelty of the unmerciful Pricſts; 
| So Richard Atwood of Weſterleigh in the County of Gloucejter, 
--._.. ene of the ſcrvants of God caſt into priſon as aforeſaid by ' the 
= '. /Priefts and Elders of Feferlcigh, hath there been kept ſo long 
. .--- that ac length the outward man is periſhed, and upon the wt 
C2. lk "Fn | tcentent 
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mas Price _ Richer Hollifter of Cob wi who are called his 
| Elders, and all oth-rs of their generation who had any hand 
in, or were conſenting unto. this wicked at, may ſadly con» 
ſider and lay it to heart, for the righteous berafheth and the 
merciful are taken away, Iſa-57. 1. and that to which the 
Lord -hath no reſpc& is wroth'and is rifen up againſt ics bro= 
ther, and him hath ſliin, Gen. 4.4- to12, the voice of whoſe 
blood cryeth from the ground, and from the earth is he ac« 
curſed that hath ſhed it, and inquilition for it will God make 
who hath tried the. righteous. and -tound it faithful-unto 
- death, but the wicked that hath loved violence hath his ſoul 
tated, Pſalm 11. and upon them will he rain'ſnares, fireand 
brimſtone, and a horrible tempeſt which is the portion of 
their cup trom him in whoſe fight the death of his Saints is 
pretious; And Richard Atwood bearing forth his Teſtimony 
till death, had the crown of life, and place of peace and reſt. 
to him made manifeſt, and.in ir did. rejoyce, and over his 
pcrſecutors was he made to mourn, and greatly did he Ja« 
ment the ſad and wofull condition-of Richard Fowler fro 
whoſe hand he ſuffered, and long befort he fell fick,” did hy 
declare how ſcnfible;h he was that his life moſt be_ laid Jown 
before his perſecu 1d releaſe him, or to that. ctf-&, 
and ſo envious was oof this generation, chat atter  chey- 
had fo. ſong [impriſoned him, aud got his life for-a oy 
whereby his wife is become a widow, and his childe 
therlefſe, yet their enyic ended” not , but. as friends. 
brqugheh bis body. from the place where ithad been j mpr 
ned, to, his: own houſc, Ns was above twenty mile e8, A 
from thence edcarryHif it-to the place of burial, they mee | 
er EI ns the © veſt ot- Sls Laps for = | 
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: (Pee) and rang ſs I x1 : 
5 pri aCOpy Was Whig by; it appearedthatÞ but 


_ ve ſhillings could be demanded. 
- And what awofu}, cruel and black religion and miniftery 


cl is, that bringeth! forth _ wanh let the Reader Con 
cr; 


THE END: 


\ 


| &s for Robert Purnels Book intirtuled, 4 Cabinet richly Gere &c.which 
| in the end of yours is proclaimed to be inthe preſſe, I have peruſed, 
| and finde it {o loarhſome and noyſome a piece of ignorance and con- 
celred vanity of confuſion , and ſouleemurthering ftuffe, in which 
___. are fo many broad and crooked ways lating to perdition, that whoſoe- 
- verifolloweth, is never like to know peace nor ſalvation to his ſoule, and. 
in which the ignorance, blindnefle, and ſortiſhneſs of the Author ſomuch 
peuetds chac thoſe of his own generation who are not blinde, may he 
-, ſhamed, and a Serviceebook Prieft bluſh to own : And ſo In ay oo” \ 
more, but ler him thar readeth conſider, 
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